
A Night of Elegance and Impact: The League Annual Gala Raises 

Record Funds for Our Symphony 
Eloise Branden, League Vice President and 2023 Gala Chair 

Williamsburg’s music lovers, supporters, and community leaders 

converged at the Two Rivers Country Club on November 3 for the 

Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League’s annual fundraising 

Gala. This dazzling event left an indelible mark on the attendees. 

The glittering black-tie affair, attended by 143 guests, proved to 

be a resounding success as it raised a record-breaking $53,700 

for The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra. This represents a 

34.25% increase in fundraising vs. 2022.  The evening was a 

harmonious blend of sophistication, purpose, and generosity. 

Attendees chatted with old friends and made new ones during a 

cocktail reception with passed hors d’oeuvres before entering the River Room at sunset where they were treated 

to a gourmet dinner, ensuring that every aspect of the evening was a sensory delight. 

The evening’s fundraising began with a live auction, where attendees bid enthusiastically on a range of items, 

from jewelry to one-of-a-kind experiences. The paddle raise for the WSO educational and performance programs 

had bids from every corner of the room. The generosity displayed by the attendees was truly heartwarming. 

The Gala also featured a captivating performance by our very own music director, Michael Butterman, piano and 

his wife, Jennifer Carsillo, violin. Their passion and artistry added a touch of magic to the night. Our student 

performer, Corinne Lombardo was acclaimed as wonderful as her fingers danced across the keys.  

Among the prominent figures in attendance was Amber Price, President of Sentara Williamsburg Regional 

Medical Center, our presenting sponsor, who spoke passionately about the important connection between music 

and healthcare. Her humor and message resonated with the audience. 

The funds raised at the Gala positively impacts the League’s fundraising initiatives for The Williamsburg 

Symphony Orchestra. 2023 Gala Chair, Eloise Branden expressed her gratitude on behalf of the League to the 

attendees, sponsors, and volunteers whose collective efforts made the event an overwhelming success. 

As the night came to a close, attendees left with a sense of fulfillment, knowing that their contributions would 

have a meaningful impact on The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra. The Annual Fundraising Gala not only 

showcased commitment and support but also served as a reminder that when a community comes together, 

remarkable things can be achieved. 

The success of this year's Gala has set the bar high for future events, leaving anticipation and excitement for the 

40th Anniversary Gala to be held during the 2024-2025 season. 
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