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Important Dates

ASAP

Fee Rebate Option Form due
Monday 16 November

Year 10 and 11 exams
Tuesday 17 November

Year 10 and 11 exams
Wednesday 18 November

Year 10 and 11 exams
Thursday 19 November

Year 10 and 11 exams

Talk and Tour Morning

Sion One Day – Year 7, 2021 webinar 
New students – Year 8 – 12 Induction
Friday 20 November

Year 10 exams

Year 7, 2021 Orientation Day (virtual) 
9.30 am – 1.00 pm
Monday 23 November

Student Free Day

DAV Junior Debating (virtual)
Tuesday 24 November

Smart Start
Wednesday 25 November

Smart Start
Thursday 26 November

Smart Start
Friday 27 November

Smart Start
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Tina Apostolopoulos
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Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter
2020 College Theme: How Do I Bring Hope To My World?

placements throughout the challenges of recent restrictions. It is also a 
busy time for our Years 7–9 students as they complete their final units of 
work and assessments. We hope that the coming month allows the girls to 
have a successful and joyful end to the year.
In this newsletter, I thought I would share the formation opportunity that 
our College Board members undertake each month. Before each meeting, 
we reflect on readings that support our understanding of what it means 
to be a Catholic and Sionian school and how we are called to lead and 
support our students. This is one way of ensuring that the vision and 
mission of the College is at the forefront of our deliberations and actions.
Currently we are reading Making Peace with the Land of Australia by 
Norman Habel, which invites us to consider how we are called to respect 
and nurture not only the land we call home but, by implication, all of 
creation. One aspect of our discussion is the chance to deepen our 
understanding of the perspective of our First Nation people and how 
much we can learn by being attentive to this perspective. Our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander sisters and brothers help us to understand the 
close relationship we are called to have with the land, and through this 
kinship with the environment, to embrace our custodial responsibilities. 
Since becoming a FIRE (Friends Igniting Reconciliation through Education) 
Carrier school, our students have supported our community to learn more 
and to do more. This week we have marked NAIDOC Week, which was 
celebrated with the theme Always Was, Always Will Be. 
The theme recognises the enduring relationship that our indigenous 
people have with the land of Australia; a relationship spanning many 

I offer my best wishes to Years 
10, 11 and 12 students as they 
commence their final examinations 
this week. Well done to the Year 
12 VCE students for the manner in 
which they have continued to seek 
their teachers’ advice and feedback 
during the recent SWOTVAC 
period. I also congratulate all our 
VCAL students for their resilience 
and flexibility, especially given 
the demands of TAFE and work 

mailto:info%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=


2 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 17, 13 November 2020

Principal
thousands of years and from which we all have so much to learn. I invite all 
within our community, from Board members to students and their families, 
to reflect on the following timely reminders from the NAIDOC website. I 
hope that it stimulates dialogue about these facts within our classrooms 
and within our homes:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were Australia’s first explorers, 
first navigators, first engineers, first farmers, first botanists, first scientists, first 
diplomats, first astronomers and first artists.

Australia has the world’s oldest oral stories. The First Peoples engraved the 
world’s first maps, made the earliest paintings of ceremony and invented 
unique technologies. We built and engineered structures – structures on 
Earth – predating well-known sites such as the Egyptian Pyramids and 
Stonehenge.

Our adaptation and intimate knowledge of Country enabled us to endure 
climate change, catastrophic droughts and rising sea levels … Through 
ingenious land management systems like fire stick farming, we transformed 
the harshest habitable continent into a land of bounty.

… our nation’s story didn’t begin with documented European contact, 
whether in 1770 or 1606 – with the arrival of the Dutch on the western coast 
of the Cape York Peninsula. The very first footprints on this continent were 
those belonging to First Nations peoples … For us, this nation’s story began 
at the dawn of time.

NAIDOC 2020 invites all Australians to embrace the true history of this 
country – a history which dates back thousands of generations.

It’s about seeing, hearing and learning the First Nations’ 65,000+ year 
history of this country – which is Australian history. We want all Australians to 
celebrate that we have the oldest continuing cultures on the planet and to 
recognise that our sovereignty was never ceded.

(Source: www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/2020-theme)

Blessing
May the God of creation warm your heart like the campfires of old.
Bring wisdom and peace as shown to the first peoples of this land.

Shake off the dust from the desert plains by the refreshing rains
followed by the glow and warmth of the sun.

Let the light of God show us the right path
and stand tall like the big river gums

drawing life from the ever flowing waters.

(Source: Uncle Vince Ross, http://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=1890)

This week we farewelled Mrs Jennifer Gatehouse and wished her all the 
very best as she begins a period of parental leave.

With every blessing for the fortnight ahead.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

Friendly Reminder 
Fee Rebate Options form
Please return Fee Rebate 
Option Form as soon as 
possible by email to Michael 
Abbott at finance@sion.
catholic.edu.au.
Thank you.

http://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/2020-theme
http://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=1890
http://finance@sion.catholic.edu.au
http://finance@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

In Remembrance
Our particular thoughts and prayers go to Lucy Ciardulli (7 Purple) and 
Sophie Ciardulli (12 White) whose nonno (grandfather) passed away 
recently, and to Ana Kiss (who owns the College’s cleaning company) 
whose sister passed away. Also, to Mrs Maryanne Flanagan, who recently 
lost her father-in-law. We remember Lucy, Sophie, Ana, Mrs Flanagan and 
their families in a special way at this sad time.     
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine 
upon them. 
May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, 
Amen.

The past weeks have seen a number 
of events that have made an impact 
on so many across the world: 
the Melbourne Cup, elections in 
America and Queensland, sporting 
grand finals, all being played out in 
a COVID-19 landscape. As we, here 
in Victoria, continue to see positive 
signs, the pandemic continues to 
cause much heartache for many 
people. We continue to pray for 
those who are sick or have passed 
away as a result of this virus.

Last Sunday we commenced the NAIDOC Week celebrations, which 
are held across Australia to commemorate the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC 
is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by all Australians. 
The theme seeks to invite us to explore and learn, and to appreciate the wealth and breadth of Indigenous 
Nations, languages and knowledge of this continent. The 2020 theme is Always Was, Always Will Be. As a College 
community and FIRE Carrier school, we pray that we continue to strive for reconciliation with the Aboriginal people 
of this land.
This week, on 11 November, we also recognised Remembrance Day, which honours the sacrificial efforts made 
by members of our Defence services during the many military conflicts from the beginning of the 20th Century 
through to the current time. This day of commemoration evolved from the signing of the peace treaty, the 
Armistice, that officially ended the First World War at 11 am on 11 November 1918. On this day, we honoured 
those who suffered and prayed for peace. We are called by Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, to be people of hope, 
and to proclaim the peace that Jesus brings to the world.
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Learning and 
Teaching  
– Allison Stott

The Business End of Term
So much is happening in the College at present with the VCAA exams 
running concurrently with Year 11 and 10 exams. The Year 8 Horizons Project 
is well underway with the students seeing the application of their learning 
(and the application of physics!) and having fun at the same time. The Year 7 
Horizons Project will commence on the 30 November, and again, the girls will 
be able to apply their learning in STEM from throughout the year, learn new 
skills and knowledge, and build relationships with their classmates. The Year 
9s are finalising their term’s worth of learning and look forward to the Mind, 
Body, Soul day, which promises to be the mental and physical rest that we all 
need.

Awards Season!
Years 7 - 11 Colours are now closed for 2020 and students are able to check 
their points through SEQTA Learn. The process and timeline for reviewing 

them has been emailed to the students and should they have any questions, girls are asked to make contact with 
the relevant coordinator.
There is much to celebrate this year and we look forward to recognizing the achievements of students in the 
auspicious Afternoon of Excellence, which will be held on Thursday 3 December and later be available to families 
via a private YouTube link. This year’s event will look a little different to previous years, however, the focus of the 
presentations, to celebrate the myriad forms of excellence within the College, will be the same.
Other awards and recognition of a positive year will be celebrated within year level assemblies for Years 7 - 11 in 
the last week of the term. Planning is well underway and more information will be circulated shortly.
Again, 2020 has been an extraordinary year and the whole community has risen to the challenge. When we first 
moved to Online Home Learning (OHL) towards the end of Term 1, I wrote to families about our focus on the 
continuation of learning. The teachers did an amazing job, providing synchronous learning from the very beginning 
of OHL. They honed their skills in creating engaging and meaningful lessons and sought out ways to offer feedback 
(and seek feedback) to and from the students. Likewise, the students themselves adapted and adjusted to the new 
learning environment and have learnt skills far beyond the formal curriculum.  All of this is possible because of 
the ongoing support of families, willingness to flex and accept the rapid pace of changes, and patience to resolve 
some of the unknowns. 
The assessment, exams and awards can recognise some of these achievements, but not all, and it is very important 
that all families, students and staff members congratulate themselves on a very successful 2020. I congratulate all of 
our community and look forward to doing it all over again!
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Year Level News
Plenty has happened in the lives of our Year 12 students over the past few weeks.
On behalf of the College, I hope that all Year 12 community members really 
enjoyed the celebrations that were held during the week of the last Year 12 classes, 
graduating ceremony and celebration morning. At each occasion our Year 12 cohort 
handled themselves with pride and distinction. To see the enthusiasm and genuine 
joy they brought to each occasion was a reminder of how passionate they all are 
about each other and what this year means. 
Following on from these events, our SWOTVAC period commenced. Again, it has 
been fantastic to see their dedication and willingness to stay involved. They have 
continued to seek clarification from their teachers, to support each other and to 
use the spaces within the Notre Dame Centre really well. Each day we have spoken 
about ensuring that our study time is purposeful, time bound and allows each 
student to explore and discover the best next step to prepare for the exams.
Our Year 12 cohort should be so proud of how they continue to prepare and 

present to all exams in a very calm, focused and controlled manner:
•	 Calm: not getting flustered, keeping emotions in control and understanding that the exam will be challenging 

but it will be ok.
•	 Focused: on the task at hand, reading the questions carefully and ensuring that the questions are answered.
•	 In control: maintaining good, healthy routines around study, sleep, exercise and nutrition.
To further help support the exam period, we have also included the following resource from www.reachout.com on 
how to navigate the night before and morning of each exam day.
On behalf of the Year 12 pastoral team, stay safe and remember that you as a family and as individuals are amazing, 
so go and be amazing!

Adam Rieusset –  
Year 12 Wellbeing 
& Growth Leader

http://www.reachout.com
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I trust that the Year 7s have readjusted 
successfully to onsite learning, 
reconnected with friends face-to-face, and 
hopefully even made some new ones. 
Making new connections and having a 
sense of community has been a focus 
throughout the year, which we continue 
to build on through pastoral sessions and 
Homeroom competitions. 
This week we began sharing our 
Homeroom Movie Challenge videos 
with the rest of the year level. The aim of 
these videos was to create a video that 
best describes or advertises who the 
Homeroom is, and explores the unique 

qualities of each class. They should all be proud of the entertaining videos 
they produced!
During our pastoral session this week, Homerooms explored the concept 
of respect with the guidance of their Homeroom teachers. The key 
questions we explored were what respect looks, sounds and feels like. As 
I circulated around the classrooms, I heard a range of very insightful and 
respectful discussions. I encourage you to discuss these questions with 
your daughters and have a conversation about the importance and value of 
respect in our lives.

Chris Wilkes –  
Year 7 Wellbeing 
& Growth Leader
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Beyond the Horizons Program
Year 8 students amazed and excited us 
with their inventive and entertaining Rube 
Goldberg-inspired machines this week. From 
Tuesday to Thursday, the students worked in 
teams of 12-13 to plan, design and construct 
their machine according to the brief and 
constraints provided.Whilst it wasn’t always 
easy, and well-intentioned plans didn’t 
always work accordingly, it was wonderful 
to see the teams collaborate to problem 
solve and look for new solutions using the 
available resources, their imagination and 
past learnings. The students are encouraged 
to view these skills and the overall 

Rebecca Bennett –
Year 7–10  
Discovery  
Learning Leader

experience as a reminder of what can be achieved when they are faced with 
challenges in their learning and in life.

The overall goal was to create 12 steps that utilised the 6 simple machines 
to water a plant. The machine was to be put in a hypothetical hospital for a 
patient who can’t get up and water their plant. We used boxes, straws, lots 
of tape and string along with more to create our machines. We had a lot of 
fun planning and building our machine and working with our team mates 
to create something that could win the competition. It was a very exciting 
experience and we were thrilled to be a part of it.

       Mackenzie Troup, Ella Simmons, Kara Elliott
Congratulations to all Year 8 students for their efforts and perseverance. 
Winners of the overall project, as well as winners of speciality awards, 
including Technical Design Award, Green Award, and Student Choice 
Award will be announced at the next Year 8 assembly.
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Learning Area News

Gail Amato –  
Languages  
Learning Leader

The end of the 2020 school year is fast approaching and our languages students 
have been working extremely hard to complete all of their final assessments. In 
particular, our Years 10,11 and 12 students are currently undertaking their end-of-
year examinations and we wish them all the very best with their studies.

Education Perfect
At Our Lady of Sion College, Education Perfect has become an integral part of the 
language classroom across all of three languages offered, and at all year levels. 
Not only does it engage our students to learn new vocabulary and to improve their 
language skills, but it also fosters a positive atmosphere within the classroom. So 
much so that often students will find themselves enjoying the competitive nature 
of the varied games and activities on offer, without realising that they are actively 
learning. Of note, the platform can be tailored to students with a range of learning 
abilities and provides teachers with an easy means of tracking student progress.
Every year, we run an in-school competition through Education Perfect for our 
junior students in Years 7–9. This is a fantastic opportunity for the girls to learn and 

they always feel a sense of accomplishment after the competition ends. This year the Our Lady of Sion Language 
Competition will run from Friday 20 to Friday 27 November. We look forward to our students consolidating the 
content covered throughout the year and enjoying themselves in the process. The student who achieves the most 
points in each language class will receive a $10 voucher from Coles Myer and the student with the most points 
school-wide will receive an additional $20 voucher. These prizes are kindly donated by Education Perfect. 

Farewell Mrs Gatehouse
It is with great excitement that we send off Mrs Jennifer Gatehouse on maternity leave 
at the end of this week. Mrs Gatehouse has been at the College since 2013 and over 
that period, she has become an invaluable member of our Language Department. She 
has taught French at all levels and will be dearly missed by students and teachers next 
year. We are all very grateful to her for her ongoing support, enthusiasm, hard work 
and the passion that she brings to her role every day. We look forward to having her 
back in 2022 and we congratulate her and her husband on the upcoming arrival of 
their baby girl!
Below are some messages which have been written by Mrs Gatehouse’s Year 9 
students:

Since my first ever French class in Year 7, Mrs Gatehouse’s passion for teaching and 
the French language has been evident in every class. I also had the pleasure to be in 
her homeroom in Year 7, where she was always very welcoming and we shared many 
memories throughout the year. I wish Mrs Gatehouse and her husband a safe, happy and 
healthy delivery of their little girl and I can’t wait to see her around the school when she 
returns.

       Zara Bettiss, 9 Gold
Mrs Gatehouse has taught me every year since I came to Our Lady of Sion College 
and she has been consistently understanding, helpful, and passionate about teaching 
students French. Mrs Gatehouse has been incredible with personalising our learning, 
and considering every student’s questions. I’m very appreciative of all of her hard work 
and the passion she brings to every French class. We wish her all the best for a happy 
and healthy baby!

       Megan Macaulay, 9 Purple
Mrs Gatehouse has been my French teacher since Year 7. Her passion and love of the language has made me enjoy 
learning French. She makes the classroom an exciting environment by organising fun games and activities. I would like to 
thank her for inspiring me in many ways, and making me love French. I wish her all the best for the year ahead.

       Sara Deeb, 9 Blue
Mrs Gatehouse has helped me develop a love of French. Whether it’s the way she interacts with us in class, or the way she 
makes learning different verbs enjoyable, I always leave every French class having learnt something new. Her gentle and 
kind personality allows students like myself to grow a love for language that I never thought was possible. I am so thankful 
to have had Mrs Gatehouse as one of my teachers and I will definitely miss her. Merci Mme Gatehouse, merci d’avoir nous 
montré la culture incroyable de la France. Merci d’être une professeure excellente, nous te souhaitons tous nos vœux 
pour l’avenir. Nous espérons te revoir bientôt.

       Naya Hanna, 9 Blue
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It’s been a busy few weeks for our Drama girls. The Year 12 solo performance 
examinations were scheduled last Friday. I am so proud of the 12 Year 12s who 
performed their solo pieces in front of a panel of external assessors at the Karralyka 
Theatre. Each Drama student in the state chose characters from prescribed structures 
and Sion girls took on roles such as ‘Harlequin’, ‘The Stage Parent’, ‘Frida Kahlo’, 
‘Ida Wood’, ‘Mary Poppins’ and ‘The Boxer’. After a challenging year rehearsing and 
performing primarily online, these girls were able to show off their competencies as 
performers and support one another in the process. Congratulations to the Year 12 
Drama class of 2020; we are proud of what you have achieved, not only for the final 
product of your performances but in the adaptable ways that you have coped with 
the challenges that the year has brought. 
Our Year 11 Unit 2 Drama students performed their major ensemble pieces for the 
semester last week in two outdoor locations. These pieces were themed around the 
Archibald Prize and how this annual award has shaped the way that we look at our 
own identity as Australians. Their performances were both inspired by a prescribed 
structure but each group had a very unique take on the stimulus material. Well done 

VCE Drama  
Teacher – 
Alex Bleazby
to these students and their teacher Mrs Catherine Bennett, for their fine performance work and flexibility through 
the semester.
Our very enthusiastic Year 10 class was glad to be back together and performing their ensemble pieces, which 
were aptly themed around ‘connection and isolation’. These performances were impressively varied and creative. 
The girls did a fantastic job with creating some very entertaining and thought-provoking performances. Well done 
Year 10 stars!

 
Careers and 
Pathways – 
Brooke O'Hara

Careers at OLSC

Take criticism seriously, but not personally. If there is truth or merit 
in the criticism, try to learn from it. Otherwise, let it roll  

right off you. 
Hillary Clinton (US presidential candidate and former 

Secretary of State)
Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers newsletter at https://
olsccareers.com/newsletter.
In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to:
Upcoming Events 
•	 Year 12 VTAC reminder
•	 Accessing your results for Year 12 and Year 11 students accelerating 
•	 Year 12 Change of Preference (COP) period.
Career Industry in the Spotlight
•	 What do archivists do?
Things to Consider 
•	 Australian National University (ANU) Tuckwell Scholarship program
Research ideas 
•	 University terminology.

https://olsccareers.com/newsletter
https://olsccareers.com/newsletter
https://olsccareers.com/newsletter. 
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Mathematics Calculator for 2021
A reminder that at Our Lady of Sion College all Mathematics students are expected 
to own their own calculator and are encouraged to have their calculator with them 
for each Mathematics class. Calculators are an essential tool for developing skills, 
consolidating concepts, exploring patterns and investigating problems. Calculators 
may also be used in assessment tasks.
Our current Year 9 students have recently received an order form for the Texas 
Instruments TI-nspire CX II CAS graphics calculator. This is the latest model. Students 
who wish to purchase this calculator through the College will need to visit www.
trybooking.com/BMRCS to register their order by Friday 20 November. A limited 
number of calculators (90) will be available to students prior to the end of the year. 
Other calculators may be purchased through retail outlets such as Officeworks. 
A copy of the calculator order form will also be available at Student Reception for 
any student in the College who wishes to order a new one.
For 2021:

Mathematics 
Learning Leader– 
Loretta Kitch

•	 Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 use the Texas Instruments TI-30XB Multiview scientific calculator.
•	 Students in Years 10 and 11 use the Texas Instruments TI-nspire CX II CAS graphics calculator.
•	 Students in Year 12 can continue to use the Texas Instruments TI-nspire CX CAS graphics calculator.

TI-nspire CX II CAS graph-
ics calculator
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Years 7 and 8 Music Classes
The Year 7 Music classes have been busy preparing music for their small 
group instrumental concert. Some groups have been lucky enough to 
resume face-to-face lessons in small groups with their teacher (lucky string 
and percussion players!) while other groups are still preparing videos of 
their performances at home. All this while still completing the essential 
notation and music literacy tasks that are a focus in Term 4.
Year 8 Music students have been working on their song composition 
this term, with students merging different technologies on their iPad, 
specifically the ‘Flat’ application and ‘GarageBand’. Some of the creative 
work from the girls has been nothing short of outstanding.

It was with great delight that we were able to resume onsite lessons for 
brass, woodwind and singing students over the past week. Government and 
CEM regulations stated that lessons could resume outdoors – much to the 
delight of students and teachers alike.

Brass, Woodwind and Voice lessons outdoors

AMEB Video Submissions
By now, students who are enrolled in the 5th Metropolitan session should 
have prepared a draft video for their teacher to review and discuss, before 
final submissions occur to the AMEB towards the end of the month.

Olinda Escalante Diaz, Tamara Bratovic 
and Caitlin McAulay from 8 Blue  
GarageBand Music Project

Instrumental Music 2021 Applications Now Open
I am delighted to invite all families to enrol/re-enrol their daughter in private instrumental lessons for 2021. Please 
view our digital information brochure, which outlines the associated costs and instrument options available. A link 
to the online enrolment is contained within the brochure and can be accessed directly via http://bit.ly/Instrumental-
Music-Program-Registration. Please note that we would appreciate current students re-enrolling by the end of 
November. Charges will be applied to the 2021 school fee accounts.

Tianna Duffin, 8 Orange, having her 
French Horn lesson with Ms Simpson

Outside brass lessons with Ms Lamb and 
Emma Quinlan, 10 Silver 

Outside flute lessons with Ms Buxton 
and 7 Red

Outside Brass Ensemble lessons with 
Ms Lamb

Outside trumpet lessons with Year 7 Red

https://assets.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5f8fa98b851aea3dc8f4c482_Instrumental%20Music%20Brochure%202021_For%20Web.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLlYm2BT7FlQQqPb-baYwT3nXuu2Ew-cd3Ia575VLiWb8Ypw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLlYm2BT7FlQQqPb-baYwT3nXuu2Ew-cd3Ia575VLiWb8Ypw/viewform
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Arts – 
Natasha Borg

Social Justice Award
We congratulate Mia Egberts on her Social Justice Award 
which was selected by Mr John McInerney. The award 
is given to a Visual Arts student whose work reflects the 
College’s Mission Statement and the call to act for change. 
Here are Mr McInerney’s comments regarding his 
selection: 

The contrast she depicts of hope and destruction is 
certainly at the heart of Social Justice issues. On the 
one hand, there is the way things are and on the other 
is the hope of the way we would like things to be. Her 
recognition of effects on communities, wildlife, land and 
people tap into so many principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching. The stream of water from the eye above the 
flames seems to suggest that hope will always triumph – 
the crucial theme and value within Social Justice.

 

Mia Egberts

Creative Arts and Technologies Week Awardees, in detail
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Principal’s Choice Award
Each year College Principal Mrs Apostolopoulos selects the recipient 
of the Principal’s Choice Award, which holds great prestige. When 
selecting this piece, Mrs Apostolopoulos commented:

This work confronts the viewer and initially prompts them to ask 
‘what is going on?’. I love artwork that asks me to think. The profound 
message of this piece is nicely and ironically juxtaposed with its 
beauty. In our effort to create what we perceive as a beautiful or 
wonderful life, we are sadly destroying the very thing that keeps us 
alive – creation and the environment. The headless and limbless torso 
points to the universality of the message – we are all guilty. I appreciate 
its warning as it prompts me to examine my life and the things that I 
am encouraged to change. Its message is even more profound for me 
now that I have a grandchild and it’s about protecting the world for him 
and for future generations.

This year’s Principal’s Choice awardee is Naeve McPadden. 

Naeve McPadden
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Sion Technologies Award
The Sion Technologies Award is awarded to a student who 
demonstrates an outstanding use of technology. This student has taken 
on the task of animating her own short clip.
From extensive storyboards, character and set designs in the pre-
production process, to the final cut in post-production with rendering 
and rotoscoping of each frame, this year's recipient has executed this 
process with enthusiasm and complete clarity on what she wanted 
her production to be. She has used a variety of media technologies 
to execute her animation music video Vivid performed by First Beige, 
making for a seamlessly upbeat ‘meet-cute’ story between Ani and 
Percy in a somewhat familiar futuristic urban city. The Sion Technologies 
awardee is Vanessa Corigliano. To view Vanessa’s music video please 
see www.artsatsion.com/galleries-of-vce-work. 
 

Vanessa Corigliano

http://www.artsatsion.com/galleries-of-vce-work
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Sion Good Design Award
The Sion Good Design Award showcases and celebrates excellence in 
design and design-led innovation. This student has put forth multiple 
ideas that showcase her understanding and research of her brief. Trials 
with a variety of materials, media and methods have been used as the 
student went on to develop her final presentations. The attention to detail 
within her work and her willingness to overcome any roadblocks to see 
her finals through to fruition is commendable.
This year’s Sion Good Design Awardee is Anastasia Whitely. 

Anastasia Whitely
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Creative Arts Week Artist Spotlight Award
The final award presented in 2020 goes to Megan Green and is the 
Creative Arts Week Artist Spotlight Award. This is selected by our Visual 
Arts Staff and is the highest honour bestowed on a work in this year’s 
gallery. This art piece has taken hours to create and curate on top of the 
time spent refining the skills used to produced such a striking piece. 
Further strengthened by its corresponding folio, this student’s artwork 
asks the viewer to consider their viewpoint, also thinking about what they 
might not be seeing. The work encourages viewers to take the time to see 
the full picture.

Undertaking a Visual Arts subject differs from taking other 
subject areas: students in these classes are called to be 
problem-solvers, curators, innovators, all while delivering 
an authentic message within each of their works. This is an 
impressive feat for any student who is able to execute the above 
well. This year we would also like to give honourable mentions 
to Jasmine Gannon and Vanessa Corigliano for demonstrating 
dedication and excellence across three Visual Arts subjects. 

Jasmine Gannon Vanessa Corigliano

Megan Green
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Artist Spotlight 

This week is NAIDOC Week, which invites all 
Australians to embrace the rich indigenous history of 
this country. The theme for 2020 is Always Was, Always 
Will Be, recognising that First Nations people have 
occupied and cared for this continent for over 65,000 
years.
For more information please visit www.naidoc.org.au.
In celebration of NAIDOC Week, we would like to shine 
a light on one of our Year 12 students, Elloise Pearce. Elloise Pearce

Gundungurra
My final piece, Gundungurra, communicates how I am a person of Indigenous descent from the 
Gundungurra people of the Blue Mountains in NSW. The landscape encompasses the land of these 
people, the totem animals of the Clans and The Three Sisters, an important Dreamtime Story. The 
portrait conveys my journey to understanding my background better from undertaking my folio.

http://www.naidoc.org.au
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Learning 
Resource Centre –  
Margaret Lawson

competition. Some specifically referred to a book that they loved and 
others had images of books and the adventures that books take us on. The 
winner of the design competition will be announced in the next newsletter. 
Congratulations to all students who took the time to participate in this 
competition.
Students are encouraged to check out the Street Library and enjoy the 
books on offer.

Clickview Streaming Service
We have had over 500 movies added to our school library this year 
including some wonderful documentary movies on Ruth Bader Ginsberg. 
This is accessible to all students through SEQTA > Clickview. 

Sion Street Library
Over the last few weeks we have 
put together a Street Library for our 
students. Our wonderful maintenance 
team made the relocatable Street 
Library from designs on the Street 
Library website (http://www.
streetlibrary.org.au). The LRC Team 
has filled it with discarded books 
from our collection and students were 
given the opportunity to design the 
outside of the library.
We have had many entries for 
the ‘Design your Street Library’ 

Overdues and Borrowings
As we get closer to the end of the year, we ask students to come and see us 
if they are still getting overdue notices but they believe they have returned 
their books. It has been a different year in terms of borrowing and we 
have tried to meet borrowing needs through borrow bags and extended 
loan periods. We are now getting back into the swing of our three-week 
borrowing cycle.
If students are trying to borrow books and they have an overdue book, we 
are asking them to return them before allowing them to borrow.
There is no limit to the number of books students can borrow, but we do 
ask that they are returned in a timely manner.
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Debating News
The junior debating team has competed in two 
debates in the last two weeks, through the DAV 
junior online competition. 
This has been a great opportunity for the girls to 
practise their debating skills and learn about new 
and interesting topics. On Monday 26 October, 
Abbey Dutch (7 Purple), Claire Sardana (8 
Purple) and Severine Cherry (8 Blue) competed 
in the first debate against PLC and argued for 
the negative team that schools should enforce 
consequences for students who participate in 
strikes during school hours. Unfortunately, the 
team lost this debate by a narrow margin. 

Science Learning 
Leader – 
Cassie Marsden

Space Academy 
We are pleased to support a new online holiday learning course for students 
aged between 10–13 years – CASE Space Academy. This applied STEM course 
supports our school’s STEM program and its learning outcomes are aligned with 
the Australian curriculum.
Actura’s applied STEM program makes theory accessible and relatable to young 
students. This helps to solidify foundation skills, leading to greater self-confidence 
and interest in STEM learning. 
Through the excitement of real space scenarios and fun activities, Mars Exploration 
or It’s a Mars Life will ignite your child’s interest and enthusiasm for STEM while 
nurturing their curiosity and imagination.

•	 Learn about Mars, spaceflight and the Mars 2020 
Mission

•	 Design your own Mars exploratory mission
•	 Apply STEM and 21st Century skills to solve real 

space challenges
•	 Opportunity to meet NASA experts in live webinars
•	 Live coaching by CASE certified course leaders. 
Learn more: https://www.casespaceacademy.com/.
CASE Space Academy is a comprehensive online space 
learning program specifically for students aged between 
10–13 years and exclusively supported by NASA experts.
Special offer for Our Lady of Sion College students for 
Mars Exploration or It’s a Mars Life! Our Lady of Sion 
families and friends can receive $50 off the usual course 
price. Register your child and use the promotional code 
at the check-out.  Promotional code: CSALSCVIC
Multiple dates available in December and January.
Learn more and register here: https://www.
casespaceacademy.com/mars-exploration.

 
 

  

YOU WILL BE THE 
FIRST HUMANS TO 
EXPLORE MARS 

 JOIN NOW  
casespaceacademy.com.au 

IT’S TIME TO PREPARE! 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S :  
YOU ARE THE MARS GENERATION  

Debating – 
Laura Geilings

On Monday 9 November, Emily Ong (7 Gold), Tianna Duffin (8 Orange) and Madeline Smith (8 Silver) competed 
against Fintona and also argued for the negative team that we regret the use of participation awards. The girls 
came away with the win by one point with some great feedback from the adjudicator. 
The team has their final debate for the year on Monday 23 November and we wish the girls all the best for the final 
round.

We congratulate 
Madeline Smith, 
8 Silver, on being 
awarded best speaker 
for the debate

https://www.casespaceacademy.com/
https://www.casespaceacademy.com/mars-exploration
https://www.casespaceacademy.com/mars-exploration
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Food Drive St Vincent de Paul
Christmas this year will be different for us all as we 
adjust to COVID normal. This year, St Vincent de 
Paul in Box Hill has received many phone calls for 
assistance from people who have been affected by 
the pandemic. Members of the community have 
lost their jobs or have had their hours reduced 
drastically and those who were finding it difficult 
to find work have found it impossible to gain 
employment. There is also a large number of 
homeless people now being housed in local hotels 
and apartments. Many of those seeking assistance 
do not qualify for Centrelink benefits and therefore 
rely on the help of St Vincent de Paul to support 
them.

Year Level Items

Year 7 Shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes  
or soap/bodywash.

Year 8 Milo, tea, instant coffee, sweet biscuits or dry biscuits.

Year 9 Pasta, pasta sauces, meal bases or two-minute noodles.

Year 10 Vegemite, jam, canned fruit or pancake mix.

Year 11 Tuna, baked beans (not spaghetti), canned soups or  
canned four bean mix.

Lucy Miotello

Alice Dawes

Social Justice 
Coordinators

This year, in lieu of Christmas hampers, we will be holding a food drive and 
seeking donations of non-perishable foods and toiletries. The food drive will run 
from 16–20 November Years 7, 8 and 9 and 24–27 November for Years 10 and 
11. Donations are to be left in the Chapel and will be made up into food parcels, 
which will be distributed to those in need within the Box Hill community.
We ask that the following items be donated by the year levels.

Our Lady of Sion College has a long tradition of providing support for St Vincent de Paul during the Christmas 
period. In keeping with tradition and the charism of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, we invite all students, parents 
and staff to contribute to this year’s food drive.


