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Important Dates

Monday 5 October

Term 4 starts  
Online Home Learning for all students
Wednesday 7 October

General Achievement Test (GAT) - no 
Year 11 or 12 classes today

Friday 9 October

Applications for Year 7, 2022, close

Monday 12 Octobert

VCE/VCAL and Year 10 students studying 
a VCE subject will be able to learn onsite

VCE Music Recital 5 pm

Tuesday 13 October 

AYIN Significant People

String Soiree 5 pm

Our College motto Speaking the Truth in 
Love comes from the following passage of 
scripture:

Speaking the truth in love, we must 
grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as 
each part is working properly, promotes 
the body’s growth in building itself up in 
love. 

Ephesians 4:15–16
This term, we have all played an important 
part in our community, so that each student 
experienced the love and care of family 

Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter 
2020 College Theme: How Do I Bring Hope To My World?

and the encouragement of teachers to flourish in her studies, and feel 
supported in her spiritual journey and personal development. No one can 
underestimate the challenges we have faced. We are living in extraordinary 
times, which have called us to be discerning and creative – two qualities that 
are also part of the College’s Mission Statement. 
As we conclude Term 3, I sincerely thank our staff, students and families. 
Your contribution to making this a successful term under extraordinary 
circumstances is much appreciated. In particular I would like to 
acknowledge the tremendous efforts of our staff, who have not only worked 
tirelessly to provide a rich learning program but have also offered many 
opportunities for student engagement and connection through our co-
curricular program. 
While some events were not possible due to the restrictions, I believe it 
is worth noting the many opportunities students have enjoyed. Here are 
some, and by no means all, that were offered this term:
•	 Google Meet workouts three times each week
•	 Year 7 Celebration of 100 days of school
•	 Maths Week – activities and daily quizzes for each individual year level
•	 Weekly after-school Online Maths Assist
•	 Sion step challenge
•	 Virtual College Assembly
•	 Science Week – Scavenger Hunt, 60-second documentary and 

photograph poster competitions, and livestreamed Science 
presentations

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos
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•	 Day of Dialogue
•	 Cricket Victoria Junior Leadership program 
•	 Crazy Hair Day
•	 Significant Men’s photo recreation competition
•	 Humanities Week competitions, including:

 o documentary reviews
 o Year 7 historical person dress up
 o Year 8 create your own medieval costume or castle
 o Year 9 design a new Australian Flag, Gold Rush game and World 

Population challenges
 o Year 10 Global Issues – what social justice or environmental issue 

is important to you and how does the community/society need 
to change?

 o virtual Phillip Island Penguin Parade 
•	 90s-themed dress up day
•	 Year 11 Steer Clear program
•	 a huge HPE/Sport Week, with Sport promotion video and Minute 2 

Win It games, 30-second exercise challenge, Who Am I? live workouts, 
online seminar with Olympic Basketballer Jenni Screen, staff vs 
students Sports Colours Day

•	 R U OK?Day including a Q&A run by the Counsellors, Open Mic 
performances and a Chapel Session prepared by our Liturgy Captain

•	 LRC Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge, Sion Writers Club, 
Homework Club, Novel Writing Month, English Class reading 
competition

•	 Sion Step challenge
•	 House Cup Cake competition
•	 weekly Chapel sessions prepared by our Student Liturgy leaders
•	 Year 9 Engineering Design Award and Fashion Design Award 

competitions  
•	 Take to the Floor in Stage 4 Sion short film competition
•	 Music: 

 o Senior and Intermediate Strings joint recording of Flying 
Fiddlesticks

 o Intermediate Concert Band producing a remote recording
 o Senior Concert Band and Sion First Band online discussion with 

Australian composer, Dr Jodie Blackshaw
 o Sion First Band recording 13 Moons
 o Term 3 soiree with over 60 students participating

•	 Victorian Students’ Parliamentary program 
•	 workshops run by The Academy for Enterprising Girls
•	 Berthe Mouchette French Writing competition 
•	 Drama DIY at Home Costume competition 
•	 Art competitions: Recreating famous artworks at home, Trash to 

Treasure and the Still Life Observational Art challenge
•	 Year 12, 2021, Student Leadership process
•	 House Feast day activities
•	 Achieve Fest extension event.
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In addition to these opportunities, here are some of the online events for 
parents, guardians and their daughters:    
•	 Year 10, 2021, subject seminar 
•	 Year 9, 2021, subject seminar 
•	 Year 11 and 12, 2021, student subject interviews
•	 Student Progress meetings
•	 Year 10 subject and careers interviews
•	 VTAC Information Evening
•	 Parent and guardian webinar: Hopeful, Healthier Teens.

All these opportunities work towards fostering a community that works 
together to promote the growth of its young people. As a Catholic school, 
we also work towards our College Vision which calls us to recognise the 
excellence within each student so that, in turn, she remains hopeful and 
confident that she has much to offer her world.
Finally, it gives me great pleasure in thanking the many students who 
put themselves forward for the 2021 Student Leadership opportunities. 
They demonstrated admirable qualities and a genuine desire to lead 
and serve. We are so proud to have this calibre of student in our school. 
Congratulations and best wishes to our 2021 College Captains, Emily 
Bugeja and Livinia Thompson as they lead their team with great respect 
for the roles they will now undertake and for their genuine commitment to 
making a positive contribution to our College community. I know you will 
join me in also congratulating the 2021 Student Leaders listed in this final 
edition of our newsletter for the term.
With every blessing for a restful term break.

Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

Do you have a daughter currently in Year 5? 
Applications for Year 7, 2022, are now being accepted. 
Families already enrolled at the College still need to submit an Application of Enrolment Form 
for each additional child wishing to attend Our Lady of Sion. If you have a daughter in Year 5, 
please ensure you submit her application for enrolment by Friday 9 October 2020. 
For all enquiries, please contact Ms Robyn McCann, College Registrar, on 9890 9097  
or registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au.

https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/our-college/about-the-college
https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-life-at-sion/application-for-enrolment-process
http://registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

Maintaining the prayer life of our college.
As you know, we are about to bring to an end a most extraordinary third term.
If anyone was to look at our School Calendar for this term, they would see that 
Covid-19 has led to the cancellation of so many special events and activities – 
many of which come under the Faith and Mission umbrella. Retreats, Sion Day 
and many other activities have not gone ahead or have been postponed.
Under ‘normal’ circumstances, once a fortnight, the girls would gather together 
as a year level and attend the Chapel and participate in chapel prayer.
Amazingly, Chapel sessions have not only continued this term but online prayer 
sessions have been placed up into the Google Classrooms on a weekly basis – 
in an effort to provide strength and nourishment to the school community.

My enormous thanks to Year 12 Liturgy Captain, Cecilia Clark, for her leadership and creativity with these sessions. 
Cecilia and the Liturgy reps have led our community in prayer throughout this difficult time with messages of hope 
and love. (This week’s focus has centred on justice and equality.)
Can you join with me in thanking the following students:

 

Cecilia Clark  
Year 12 Liturgy Captain

Jordin Rizzo & Rosie Smith 
Year 11 Liturgy Representatives

Rebecca Ting & Caitlin Gorry 
Year 10 Liturgy Representatives

Maria Michael & Maja Jansson 
Year 9 Liturgy Representatives

Emily O’Riely & Fiona Stackpole 
Year 8 Liturgy Representatives

A Prayer for the End of Term

Loving Father,
As we come to the end of another term, we turn to you in confidence and place any difficult relationships 
into the healing hands of Jesus, your Son.
Enable us to leave behind any pain of the past and any regrets or bitterness, entrusting the past to your 
mercy, the present to your love and the future to your providence.
Help us appreciate more the need to keep a good balance in our lives.
May the break be for us a time of rest and recreation to help restore us and recreate us in your image and 
likeness, as we enjoy more of the love and presence of our families, on whom we ask your blessing.
Amen.

Katie Muling & Estella Faulisi 
Year 7 Liturgy Representatives
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Learning and 
Teaching  
– Allison Stott

End of Term 3!  
So much is happening in the College as we approach the end of term.  
Assessment is the word of the day as the girls prepare themselves to 
demonstrate their skills and knowledge from ten weeks of active learning.  
Tests and assessments in Online Home Learning (OHL) look very different 
to in class and it is important that everyone takes good care of themselves; 
are planned and purposeful in their study and ask for help, if things become 
overwhelming.
Continuous reporting means that families are able to check SEQTA Engage 
as the results and feedback are released.
Over the break, the Unit 4 students will be completing their practice exams 
and preparing for the General Achievement Test (GAT) in Week 1 of Term 
4. There is lots of support for the girls with this and we encourage active 
communication with teachers and the wellbeing team.

Procedures for the GAT will be sent to relevant students and families shortly and the girls have already been told 
how and when to return their practice exams to school.

Beginning of Term 4!
We look forward to welcoming the VCE and VCAL students on campus in the second week of Term and to begin 
the celebrations for all their hard work.
Teachers are busy making plans to support the 7 - 10 students and families should expect packages in the mail for 
some subjects.
The Learning Resources List (Booklist) for 2021 will be emailed to families shortly. This year will have a slightly 
different timeline to previous as we would like the Year 12 2021 students to have their resources as early as possible 
leading into the summer break. Of course, there will not be an opportunity for families to collect from Sion and so 
Campion has made arrangements for postage to be available.

Wishing all students, families and staff a well earned break.
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Student Wellbeing  
– Christine Kralj

A Time to Lead
Over the past few months we have been undertaking the process to appoint 
the 2021, Year 12 Student Leadership team. The process allows applicants 
to showcase what they have to offer the College and what they would like to 
achieve.  
Students write letters of application against a set of criteria, write and deliver 
speeches and undertake interviews with specialist staff. College Captain 
applicants also shared time with Sr Patrica Watson nds talking about what they 
are passionate about and their understanding of what makes a Sionian education 
different and unique. Students and staff also have the opportunity to show their 
support for applicants through a preferential voting system. The process is indeed 
thorough, fair and inclusive.
I would like to thank every girl who put in an application as they ably 
demonstrated their loyalty to the College, a strong desire to serve others and 

a commitment to build cohesive teams within the school. It was wonderful to hear the passion students have for 
the community and it was evident during the interview that applicants were interested in giving Our Lady of Sion 
College students a voice in decision-making and a desire to foster a truly inclusive learning environment.
While some students were not successful in obtaining a role, each girl demonstrated a genuine interest and 
enthusiasm to lead our College community. I wish to remind students, regardless of level, that leadership is so 
much more than wearing a badge and having a title. The real success of 2021 will not come from the actions of 
a few leaders but from the readiness of individuals, each and every Sion girl, to be active participants and caring 
people within the College community.

Congratulations to our 2021 Student Leadership Team

                                     COLLEGE CAPTAINS
Emily Bugeja            Livinia Thompson 

LITURGY
Imogen van Rensburg

DRAMA
Chloe Bettiss

ENVIRONMENT
Madeline Ballingall

SOCIAL JUSTICE
Jordin Rizzo
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MUSIC 
Megan De Bolfo

SPORT
Jorja Livingstone

VISUAL ARTS
Julia Tingate

HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES CARMEL
Brielle Smith       Emma Matthews 

HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES FATIMA
Georgia Wilson      Ciara Miller

HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES  LORETO
Zafira Tsagarakis    Rose Laidlaw

HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES  LOURDES
Amelia Sullivan     Brigitte Cowper-Hill

The College community looks forward to formally inducting the following students at our Investiture assembly in 
Term 4.

I wish you and your family a safe and well-deserved rest over the break.
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Congratulations on completing Term 3. 
Any Year 12 year is challenging with the demands of balancing workloads, SACs, 
SATs, required units of competency, however, the 2020 Year 12 year has been 
something special. Every Year 12 family should be so proud of what you have 
achieved and I encourage you all to reflect upon this. 
Earlier this week the Year 12 pastoral team discussed the tremendous approach 
to all elements of school life that the 2020 Year 12 students have shown. From this 
discussion we (Ms Gionfriddo, Ms el Shataly, Ms Callum, Miss Borg, Ms Wilson, Mr 
Steward, Ms Hunter, Mrs O’Hara and I) would like to share the following.
There is so much that each student has achieved over this lockdown period; they 
have been amazing friends to each other and supported themselves in ways we 
never imagined possible. 
I thank students for being open about how they are feeling and how we can support 
them. This has made an incredible difference to our approach.

We could not be prouder of how hard each student has continued to work, and it will be so great to see you all 
again face-to-face soon!
On behalf of all of the Year 12 pastoral team, stay safe and remember that you as a family and as individuals are 
amazing, so go and be amazing!

Year 12 –  
Adam Rieusset
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Senior Learning 
Leader -  
Dale Hunter

Trial Examinations
Traditionally, VCE trial examinations are 
conducted at school during the first 
week of the school holidays. As we are 
unable to be at school during this time 
we have moved to ‘Plan B’, mailing a 
package of exams home to each Unit 
3/4 student. These exams are to be 
completed under exam conditions 
and returned to school in the express 
post envelope supplied. We ask that 
these envelopes are placed in the 
post by the evening of 24 September. 
We value the role that practice exams 
play in preparation for the VCAA 

exams, developing skills in the recall and application of skills and knowledge. The trial exams will then be marked, 
providing useful feedback to each student, which will help to guide them in the forthcoming revision period.  

GAT – Wednesday 7 October 10.00 am – 1.15 pm 
The General Achievement Test (GAT) will take place on Wednesday 7 October. All students completing a Unit 3/4 
subject or a scored VCE VET Unit 3/4 sequence are required to complete the GAT. Details regarding the day will 
be forwarded shortly.

What is the GAT? 
The General Achievement Test is a test of general knowledge and skills in: 
•	 written communication 
•	 mathematics, science and technology 
•	 humanities, the arts and social sciences. 

Each area represents a body of general knowledge and skills that students are likely to have built up through 
their school years. Students will already have done preparation for the GAT in past study of subjects like English, 
Mathematics, Science and History, where they have built up general knowledge and skills in writing, numeracy and 
reasoning. All Unit 3/4 students have had the opportunity to complete a practice GAT and the written components 
have been marked by an experienced GAT assessor. Individual grades as well as global feedback has been 
provided to students this week.

Why do students have to do the GAT? 
The GAT is an essential part of the VCE assessment procedures. Although GAT results do not count directly 
towards a student’s VCE results, they play an important role in checking that school-based and external 
assessments have been accurately assessed, and in calculating Derived Examination Scores. The GAT is used 
in these ways because achievement on the GAT is a good predictor of achievement on other assessments. If 
students have done well on the GAT, then their achievements are likely to be high on their school-based and 
external assessments. Clearly, some GAT questions relate more closely to achievement in particular studies. The 
VCAA takes this into account when it calculates students’ expected achievements in each study for each school. 
For example, GAT results in Mathematics, Science and Technology play only a minor part in calculating students’ 
expected achievements in humanities studies. 

How is the GAT used? 
The VCAA will use students’ GAT scores as a basis for: 
•	 contributing to statistical moderation of school-based assessment results 
•	 checking the accuracy of external assessment marking 
•	 calculating the Derived Examination Scores. 

VCAA has emphasised the importance of the GAT this year. Students are aware of the significance of the GAT and 
have an understanding how these scores are ‘used’ by VCAA. 
If you have any questions after looking at the site, please don’t hesitate to contact myself at the College for a 
follow-up conversation. 
Now more than ever, the Humanities subjects are relevant to the world we live in. 
Wishing you and your daughters well, as they map out their future pathways. 
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Year 11 students were asked in Pastoral to 
reflect on their experiences at home during 
online learning.
Some submitted photos showing what they 
made for breakfast, lunch or snacks, what 
they enjoyed doing in their own time, a 
photo with their pets or siblings and photos 
of the craziest yoga poses!
The girls were then asked to reflect on the 
following: instead of dwelling upon what 
we have missed, what has gone wrong and 
what is wrong with the world, think about 
what we have gained from living through this 
experience. 

The concept of this activity was to have fun and find enjoyment in our 
everyday activities and reflect on their strengths and the growth they have 
experienced this year.

Year 11 –  
Jessica Baddeley

Year 10 –  
Paul Kerr

As we come to the end of the term, it is worth recognising the achievements of our 
year level and congratulating them on their efforts over the past three months. Many 
students have learnt a great deal about themselves over this period, in particular 
improving their approach to Online Home Learning. The Homeroom team’s 
methodology of listening and providing assistance has seen many of the students 
who faced difficulties in the first lockdown fare much better second time around, 
with a greater understanding of themselves and strategies to get through this 
period. The cohort has continued to focus on its learning as well as finding time to 
contribute to other activities the College has offered to maintain connection.
Arriving at the Term 3 break, I wish all of the girls a well-earned rest. I hope we see 
restrictions slowly lifted, connections re-established and that we are all back in 
classrooms as soon as possible in Term 4 to see out the year together.

Careers and 
Pathways – 
Brooke O'Hara

Careers at OLSC

Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out. 
Robert Collier (author)

Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers newsletter at https://
olsccareers.com/newsletter.

In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to:

•	 upcoming events: 
 o Year 12 VTAC reminder
 o Richmond Institute Sport Development information session
 o Hands on Engineering and IT workshop for Year 10 students.

•	 Career Industry in the Spotlight – Carpentry and Cabinet-Making
•	 things to consider – Box Hill Institute, Diploma of Nursing
•	 research ideas – new courses with RMIT University and Monash University. 

https://olsccareers.com/newsletter
https://olsccareers.com/newsletter
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As the end of Term 3 draws to a close, we 
can look back and say what a term! It has 
definitely been a different one but I would 
personally like to thank and congratulate all 
of the Year 7s for their ongoing commitment 
to their Online Home Learning. It has been 
tough, but they have adapted so well and 
shown how committed to their schooling 
they are, as well as committed to the Year 
7 and Sion community by participating 
in so many different online events! The 
homerooms teachers and I have been blown 
away by their enthusiasm.

Here is a snapshot of Term 3 for Year 7! 
Across the term, our Class Leaders and SRC Leaders have been busy 
planning and running different competitions for the year level. The Class 
Leaders and SRC Leaders wanted to provided their peers with the chance 
to have some fun, share their talents and earn some community spirit 
points. 
We have had:
•	 design your own mask competition 
•	 Homeroom colour-baking challenge 
•	 Year 7 masked dancer 
•	 along with the many different Homeroom-themed dress up sessions 

and games led by the Class Leaders!
Currently students are working on a homeroom film challenge, where 
they will share a little snapshot of what their homeroom is about. We look 
forward to seeing these in Term 4. 

Year 7 –  
Michelle Arnold
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Learning 
Enhancement 
Leader -  
Maureen Fraser

Over the last two days, sixteen students from Years 7–9 had the wonderful 
opportunity of participating in Achieve Fest, a two-day online immersion 
designed to help young people explore identity, build networks, and develop the 
skills needed to thrive now and into the future. 
The workshop had over 800 attendees, between the ages of 12 and 24 and even 
participants from across the world, as far away as India.
The online learning platform, while providing some challenges, has also brought 
with it the opportunity to have a vast arrange of online guest speakers. Over the 
two days, students got to hear from expert panels. 
On Day 1, students were invited to think about who they are, what they like, their 
interests and how they will live a life filled with passion and purpose. 
They explored key career paths through questionnaires, learned about the 
importance of enterprise skills, were introduced to Jessamy, a graphic recorder, 
who captured everyday images through graphics, as well as watching recorded 

messages from business people including AFL player Tom Campbell, surgeon and author Ranjit Rao, Social Impact 
Manager Helen Babb, and Rapper YO! MAFIA.
Day 2 focused on Global Citizenship and explored the question, ‘How can I make a difference to my world?’ Guest 
speakers Grace Forrest, CEO and Founder of Walk Free; Annabelle Chauncey, CEO and Founder of School for Life; 
Vince Lebon, CEO and Founder of Rollie Nation; and Damien Coates, Global CEO of DUAL Australia, spoke about 
their journeys from their early career dreams to the events and experiences that shaped their current careers and 
how they truly have made a difference to the lives of others, through living out their purpose and passion. Finally, 
the girls wrapped up the day with a Choice and Change immersion workshop run by High Resolves, UN Youth, 
Zoos Victoria and The Big Issue NSW.
What a fabulous experience for our students!
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Humanities 
Learning Leader-  
Sarah Chalmers

Recently, Sion celebrated Humanities Week. While we missed the hustle and 
bustle of what has become the very popular Sion Market Day this year, we found 
alternative ways to celebrate the world that we live in. 
Activities this year were located online in our Humanities Week website and 
included viewing recommendations with a ‘View and Review’ activity, design a 
new Australia flag competition, create a Medieval castle or costume for Year 8 and 
dress and tell about a significant historical figure at Year 7. 
The world we live in is a fascinating place and it was wonderful to see the girls 
getting involved and taking on additional opportunities during Humanities Week. 
Perhaps your family could view the very enjoyable and educational livestream of 
the Penguin Parade at Phillip Island one evening together.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hb-MX9F8YT4
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Languages 
Learning Leader -  
Gail Amato

This year has been challenging to say the least. Our students have had to adjust 
rapidly to a new online learning environment. We are very proud, however, of 
the manner in which they have seamlessly adapted to this new way of learning 
in order to continue to master their language skills. In particular, we are very 
pleased to see how the use of technology and different teaching approaches has 
innovated the classroom and been very well received by our girls. I would like to 
share some reflections from our students, who have written about their language 
online learning experience. 
Italian online learning has surprisingly been easier than I thought! When we were 
first told that we would have to move to online learning, I was worried and unsure 
about how it would go. As soon as we started, however, I knew everything would 
be okay. In fact, learning Italian has actually been as easy as it is in the classroom, 
thanks to our teacher. This term we have been learning about the perfect and 

imperfect tenses. We also began a Unit on Italian migration to Australia, which was really interesting. I particularly 
found it interesting as my dad migrated here when he was a child. We learnt about the reasons for migration, the 
type of jobs Italians did in Australia, their hardships and their contributions to our society. We also watched the film 
Corrispondenza D’Amore (Love’s Brother), which focuses on Italian migration as well as marriage by proxy, which 
was once very common. Overall, I have really enjoyed online Italian thus far and I cannot wait until we can go back to 
school!
Jasmine Farini, 10 White
Learning French online and from home has been challenging, however, all of our teachers have provided a lot of 
help and support, which has made French a really enjoyable subject for me. We have all still been able to improve 
our language skills a lot during this time by practising our reading, listening, writing, speaking and comprehension 
skills as usual. Overall, learning French has been a really great experience, even during online learning, and I’m 
looking forward to continuing with it in VCE!
Charlotte Stout, 10 White 
I have personally found learning Chinese online extremely different – but in a good way! A big contributing factor 
of this has been our teacher’s relaxed nature and calming aesthetic, creating a safe and positive online learning 
environment. I definitely feel like my Chinese has improved during this period of isolation as I have had less 
distractions in class, giving me more time to improve and work harder to become a better student. 
Abby Frankensteiner, 9 Gold
I would also like to mention our Year 12 students as they prepare for their final VCE outcomes and their Language 
Oral Exams. These exams are due to take place at the end of October. We wish them all the very best in their 
studies and are very proud of what they have achieved. 

 
 

Debating and 
Public Speaking – 
Laura Geilings

We were excited this week to have confirmation from the Debaters Association of 
Victoria that they will be running an online competition for juniors. This is a great 
opportunity for our junior debaters to participate in a competitive environment 
against other schools. Five Year 7 and 8 students have signed up to create our 
junior team, and we wish them all the best for the debates next term. 

Term 4 will also bring a Sion House Debating competition for girls to take part in. In 
mixed year level teams, girls will compete against each House to take out the Sion 
House Debating title in Week 2 of term. Stay tuned for more information.  
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Mathematics 
Learning Leader -  
Loretta Kitch

Mathematics in Term 3
Term 3 has seen our Maths students and teachers continuing to be flexible, 
adaptable and responsive to the changing needs and challenges of this time of 
Online Home Learning. Teachers have quickly had to become experts in the tools 
of Google Suite, not just Meet and Classroom, but also Docs, Forms, Quizzes, 
Sheets, Slides and more recently Jamboard. Programs like Education Perfect and 
Edrolo have been a valuable supplement to student learning, along with websites 
like DESMOS and Kahoot. A variety of apps have also been used to some extent 
and these include Kami, PDFexpert, Gridview, Meet Attendance, EquatiO, 
Screencastify and more. Many teachers have become experts in making videos 
to explain concepts to students and students have become experts at taking 
photos or scans of their workbook pages to upload in order to demonstrate their 
understanding. 

This term also saw the celebration of Maths Week with daily Maths Challenge 
questions posted for the different levels in order to earn House points. Students 
were awarded one point each day for participating and a second point for getting 
the correct solution to the problem. Congratulations to Loreto who was the overall 
House winner. A special mention must also go to the nine Year 7 students who got 
all five questions correct over the week to earn maximum points for their House. 
The results of the House Maths competition can be seen in the table below.

Year 10 Results Place Year 10 Top Students Place

Loreto 1 Caitlin Gorry 1

Fatima 2 Rose Lim 2

Lourdes 2 Yasmin Buultjens 2

Carmel 4

Year 9 Results Place Year 9 Top Students Place

Lourdes 1 Ava Strentz 1

Carmel 2 Cady Lin 2

Loreto 3 Laura Doherty 2

Fatima 4 Tahlia Marino 2

Overall House Points

House Total Points Place
Loreto 161 1
Fatima 148 2
Lourdes 145 3
Carmel 123 4

The Year Level results were:

Year 12 Results Place Year 12 Top Students Place

Loreto 1 Elle Beltsios 1

Fatima 2 Sophie Chan 2

Lourdes 2 Amanda Wu 3

Carmel 4

Year 11 Results Place Year 11 Top Students Place

Loreto 1 Annie Squires 1

Fatima 2 Keely O’Shannessy 2

Lourdes 3 Zafira Tsagarakis 3

Carmel 4 Hanna Gassmann 3

Judy Lin 3

Year 8 Results Place Year 8 Top Students Place

1 Sasha Almy 1

2 Simran Dhillon 2

3 Hanna Hart 3

4 Tianna Duffin 3

Abigail Hilson 3

Hayley Brown 3

Year 7 Results Place Year 7 Top Students Place

Carmel 1 Isla Dymond 1

Fatima 2 Ava Bairamis 1

Lourdes 3 Meika Varga 1

Fatima 4 Isla McNestrie 1

Sabina D'Costa 1

Jemima Farrar 1

Sarah Quahe 1

Katia Tomaro 1

Naomi Yang 1

While we continue with Online Home Learning for the start of Term 4 we will continue to offer Maths Assist after 
school on a Monday afternoon (see your Maths teacher for the details of how to participate) for any student who 
needs some additional help. Hopefully it won’t be too long into Term 4 before we will all be back to school for 
some COVID-safe face-to-face learning.
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Drama –  
Alex Bleazby

We have run two brilliant competitions 
this term: DIY At Home Costumes and Take 
to the Floor in Stage 4, a one-minute film 
competition late this term. We had some 
absolutely brilliant entries!
The winner of the DIY at Home Costume 
competition was Severine Cherry, and we 
had three highly commended entries from 
Isla McNestrie, Scarlett Mclnerney and 
Olivia Gallagher. These girls had some 
very creative entries (pictured below) and 
wowed the judges! 

Our Take to the Floor in Stage 4 one-minute film competition had some 
brilliant entries. The theme word for the films was ‘free.’ The very relevant, 
uplifting and positive entries that we received were truly heart-warming. It 
was a very difficult choice as there were so many creative and clever films 
entered but Rose Lim’s entry entitled ‘Free’ was a beautiful and symbolic 
narrative that was shared recently on Instagram. It is well worth spending a 
minute of your time watching this film, it truly brightened our day when we 
saw it.

Our Year 10 Drama students are embarking on ensemble performance-
making online at the moment and are coming up with some very creative 
ideas around the theme of ‘connectedness’. Using online platforms and 
breakout rooms they are enjoying collaborating, brainstorming together 
and creating clever performance work. 

The Drama teachers undertook their first totally online Drama Victoria 
conference on the weekend and even though our immediate future 
prevents our usual large gatherings for performances we have some very 
innovative ideas to bring to the College for the future that we are excited 
about. Watch this space!
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Term 3 Virtual Music Soirée
Congratulations to the many girls who recorded themselves and submitted 
videos for the Term 3 virtual Music soirée that was held last Monday 14 
September. The opportunity to perform virtually was grasped with both hands – 
over 65 girls prepared videos in isolation and there were many, many outstanding 
performances.

R U OK?Day Open Mic Performances
Congratulations also to all the performers who participated in the R U OK?Day 
Open Mic last Thursday. It was a fantastic event with many students tuning in to 
the private YouTube channel to see and hear the tremendous songs inspired by 
the themes associated with R U OK?

AMEB External Grade Examinations – holiday practice
Students undertaking AMEB examinations in the fifth Metropolitan session are encouraged to practise their entire 
repertoire in preparation for the pre-recorded videos to be sent to the AMEB for assessment in Term 4. 

Year 12 Musicians – farewell and thank you
This is the second in an ongoing series to recognise the outstanding service and leadership of the Year 12 
musicians at Our Lady of Sion College – I would like to acknowledge the following girls for being embedded in the 
musical fabric of OLSC over the last six years.

Cecilia Clark, 12 Blue 

College Vocal Ensemble  

Mel Veprek, 12 Blue 

Trumpet,

Jazz Ensemble, Senior 
Concert Band 

College Vocal  
Ensemble

Victoria Quach, 12 Blue

Viola 

Senior Strings

Liz Sprague, 12 Red 

Double Bass,

Bass Guitar

Jazz Ensemble
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Caitlin Wans, 11 Red, has been a part of the Victorian Opera Youth Chorus 
Ensemble (VOYCE) for two years. Unfortunately, this year they have not been 
able to rehearse in person since the end of Term 1. VOYCE has found multiple 
other ways to keep up the joy of opera within the youth community, including 
webinar and masterclass sessions, mini-series, and virtual choir performances. 
Caitlin unpacks her experiences with VOYCE below. 

VOYCE is a youth choir made up of some of the most highly skilled and 
trained vocalists between the ages of 13 and 20. This year, rehearsals 
and performances were all cancelled. Instead, VOYCE members had the 
opportunity to learn and record parts of pieces to compile into a virtual 
performance. I performed the mezzo soprano in Donezetti’s Saria Possibile, 
or in English Can it be Possible?, a song that outlines the gossip between 
village girls, and was one of the most fun and entertaining songs of our 2019 
repertoire. 

Filming performances has become a regular task for me in 
lockdown, and it is always a challenge to find a good setting, 
a balance between music and vocals, and how to get the best 
audio possible. I am beyond thrilled to be a part of this amazing 
ensemble and this fun and entertaining performance. VOYCE, 
and the work I do with Mrs Jones in vocal lessons, has helped me 
further my passion for Opera, and now I hope to pursue a career in 
Opera and Classical voice. 
 
Watch VOYCE and Caitlin’s performance of Saria Possibile!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRkICOT3TmA&feature=youtu.be
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Sport Administrator  
– Liam Cox

Sport Star of the Week

Abby Merton – 12 White
This week Abby is our Sport Star of the Week. Abby was fantastic 
in organising Sport Week activities with fellow leaders. She capped 
off a great week with a big win against Mr Rieusset in the Staff v 
Students Minute 2 Win It challenge on Friday. Abby has displayed 
a high level of enthusiasm and commitment to the sport program 
during her time at the College. Well done Abby! 

 
 

Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo

HPE and Sport Week (Monday 7 September – Friday 11 
September)
Although HPE and Sport Week was very different to previous years, we 
proved that we can adapt to online activities, forums and challenges. We 
had themed live workouts including Fluoro, a family session and an 80s 
workout with some amazing costumes! Well done to all homerooms that 
participated in activities including the 30 second challenges, Who Am I? 
quizzes and kahoots. 

Minute 2 Win It Competitions

Minute 2 Win It challenges were a lot of fun in HPE and Sport Week! 
Students competed in three Minute 2 Win It games across Tuesday and 
Wednesday to qualify for their year level in the Staff v Student final on 
Friday. Big congratulations to the year level winners and all students that 
participated. Please see results for the Staff v Student challenge below:
•	 Spoon Frog –  Meika Varga (Year 7) defeated by Ms West 
•	 Suck it Up – Olivia Gallagher (Year 8) defeated Mr Cox 
•	 Face the Cookie – Ella Merton (Year 9) defeated by Ms Frood
•	 Chocolate Unicorn – Alex Pattison (Year 10) defeated by Ms G 
•	 Mouth Draw – Brielle Smith (Year 11) defeated by Ms Baddeley
•	 Elephant March – Abby Merton (Year 12) defeated Mr Rieusset 
•	 Overall – Students (2) defeated by Staff (4). Victory for the Staff!

Breakfast Webinar with Jenni Screen
On Tuesday 8 September, Olympian Jenni Screen led students through a webinar unpacking how to overcome 
adversity and anxiety. Jenni discussed experiences that have shaped her life in detail and shared mindset 
techniques she uses when faced with adversity and anxiety. This included the equation E + R = O (Event + Response 
= Opportunity). Jenni encouraged students to not avoid adversity, instead embrace their imperfections, keep 
persisting towards personal goals and to fail big, fail hard and fail forward. Thank you to all students and staff that 
attended the event, hopefully you enjoyed it as much as we did!

Sion Virtual Track and Field 
Students have begun participating in the virtual Track and Field events. Events include short distance sprints, long 
distance running, jumping and throwing. Well done to 7 Purple students who have uploaded some fantastic results! 
We encourage all students to record and upload their results to the GSV Term 3 Classroom before 4 pm Friday 18 
September. Challenge yourself to beat your own personal records and your friends!

Term 3 GSV Classroom and Live Workouts
Our live workouts have been averaging terrific numbers this term. So far we have had over 140 different students 
and staff attend one or more live workout sessions.
Keep up the submissions each week for Strength and Conditioning, Badminton, Soccer, Volleyball and Minute 2 
Win It classwork sessions. A reminder to achieve your Term 3 Sport points toward your Colours, you are required to 
attend 12 live workouts and complete a minimum of  four classwork activities from the Classroom.
Looking forward to maintaining the participation in Term 4!
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Learning 
Resource Centre –  
Margaret Lawson

It has been a busy term working ‘online’, but the LRC team is looking forward 
to getting back into a physical working environment and working closely with 
students.
It is the incidental discussions and connections that we have with students on 
a day-to-day basis that help to build the physical and electronic resources and 
services which we provide. Getting this feedback online is a bit harder and a bit 
more forced.

Year 7 and 8 Book Chat
Many of the Year 7 and 8 English classes have been participating in the ‘Book 
Chat’ sessions with our Teacher Librarian, Margaret Lawson, throughout Term 3. 
It has been wonderful to hear about the books students are reading and what 
they are recommending for others to read.

We will be seeking feedback from students about these sessions so that student input can influence how we move 
forward next term as we move from online back into onsite classes.

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
We have over 50 students who have finished the 2020 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, with 1967 books that 
have been read and verified from Year 7 to Year 10. 
In order to complete this challenge, students have been encouraged to set individual reading goals. We know that 
reading is important for both brain development and also creating balance in our daily lives. If students can find 20 
minutes to watch funny YouTube videos every day, they should be able to find 20 minutes a day to read. 
Please congratulate the following students on completing the 2020 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge.

•	 Chantelle Caple 7B
•	 Keelia Yeung 7B
•	 Samantha Pouesi 7P
•	 Zoe Deane 7R
•	 Pamelia Floratos 7R
•	 Imogen Buultjens 7S
•	 Sienna Giusti 7W

•	 Katia Tomaro 7W
•	 Alyssa Gooi 8G
•	 Grace Fogg 8R
•	 Isabel Gallagher 8S
•	 Madeline Smith 8S
•	 Hanna Hart 8W
•	 Emily O’Riley 8W

•	 Catherine van Rensburg 8W
•	 Scarlett Hull 9R
•	 Jessica Harrison 9R
•	 Yasmin Buultjens 10G
•	 Jasmine Farini 10W
•	 Winnie Wen 10W.

The final submission date for students is 9.00 am 18 September 2020, to allow the LRC team time to verify the final 
book reviews for the competition. Any books entered into the system after this date will not be counted towards 
the challenge. 

Sion Writers Club
Last week our Sion Writers Club students finished their Sion novel writing month challenge. We had stories 
submitted ranging from 500 words to 5,000 words. 
Please congratulate the following students for submitting their stories at the end of the Sion writing month:

•	 Chantelle Caple 7B
•	 Isabella Hill 7G
•	 Emily Ong 7G

•	 Katia Tomaro 7W
•	 Alexandra McGain 8G
•	 Amy Greene 8O.

Also, Alannah Wirth 10G has been turning up to the Sion Writers Club meeting and supporting and encouraging 
the younger students.
If you are a writer and you have a story that could be a part of the 2020 Writing Anthology, please contact Ms 
Lawson on mlawson@sion.catholic.edu.au.

mailto:mlawson@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Significant Men's Hamper Winners
Congratulations to Grace Tapely ( Year 7), Allanah Shelly (Year 9) and Estella & Amelia Faulisi (Years 
7/9) who have won a Significant Men's hamper raffle. We would like to acknowledge our fantastic  
Parents' Association who donated the wonderful raffle prizes. 
Thank you to everyone who entered; the standard of entries was AMAZING! Each student will soon be 
receiving a Community Spirit point for their participation. 

First Prize winner 
Grace Tapely ( Year 7)

Second Prize winner 
Allanah Shelly (Year 9)

Third Prize winner 
Estella & Amelia Faulisi (Years 7/9)
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Join our College  
Community

Apply now 
www.sion.catholic.edu.au

YEAR 7, 2022  
applications close  
9 October 2020
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AFTER SCHOOL ONLINE
MATHS ASSIST

O U R L A D Y O F S I O N C O L L E G E

O P P O R T U N I T Y F O R S T U D E N T S T O R E C E I V E H E L P  
W I T H  

• H O M E W O R K
• K N O W L E D G E A N D S K I L L S C O V E R E D I N C L A S S
• S U P P O R T W I T H R E V I S I O N F O R A S S E S S M E N T T 

A S K S

Contact 
 Ms Mulvogue

or  your
M aths teacher 

for more details

M O N D A Y 3 . 1 0 - 3 . 4 5pm  
October  12 , 19,  26 

sign up via Google form
https://forms.gle/SZeH6EbH9q72Ej6A6
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Go Girl – CyberEdition
Technology Conference

Are you interested in IT? Would you like to learn new tech 
skills and see real world roles in STEM? 

Then register for the free online CyberEdition 
Technology conference. 

This conference is a virtual, fun and free 1-day 
technology conference for girls in Years 5-12, all 
online! It includes workshops, presentations and 
discussions to inspire and excite you.
To participate, all you need is a device and an email 
address to join. 

Date: Tuesday, 13 October 2020
Time: 
•	 9am - 12pm (Middle School Girls Yrs 5-8) 
•	 1pm - 4pm (Senior School Girls Yrs 9-12)
•	 9am - 5pm (Careers Expo for all students to explore at 

their leisure)
Venue: Interactively online - at home or at school
Please use the link below to register.

https://www.gogirl.org.au/cyberedition

https://www.gogirl.org.au/cyberedition
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/survive-thrive-vce-together-tickets-118420997391

