
1 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 9, 19 June 2020

Principal

Important Dates

Monday 22 June

Virtual Talk and Tour Morning, 9.30 am
Wednesday 24 June

2021 Subject Selection Information 
Evening (via Zoom) 
Year 10 @ 6.00 pm 
VCE/VCAL @ 7.30 pm
Thursday 25 June

2021 Curriculum Handbooks  
available online 
Friday 26 June

Last day of Term 2 
Students dismissed at 3.10 pm

Semester 1 reports available on SEQTA

Monday 13 July

First day of Term 3
Tuesday 14 July

Year 12 Student Parent Meetings 
2.00 pm to 7.00 pm (Virtual) 

Monday 20 July

VCE Unit 1-4 Acceleration Applications due
Friday 24 July

Talk and Tour Morning, 9.30 am

Once again, it was great to recently welcome 
all students back to the College. While many 
said they enjoyed the additional sleep time 
in the mornings and wearing their slippers 
while undertaking Online Home Learning, 
the majority were very happy to finally 
reconnect with their friends, peers and 
teachers. Many also commented that they 
felt they had learned a great deal from the 
experience and appreciated the ability to 
focus more closely on the work they were 
asked to complete. Very soon students will 
begin to experience the co-curricular and 
community activities we all enjoy. Student 
Leaders have already met and are busily 
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planning for a number of end of term and Term 3 events and I thank them 
for the enthusiasm and commitment they are showing.
Thank you also to parents/guardians for supporting our request to park 
away from the College when picking up your daughters after school. 
While the first few days took a little getting used to, we appreciate your 
patience and attempts to park away from the College so that congestion 
is minimised. Thank you in particular for parking in the slip lane on the 
southern side of Whitehorse Road. We have, however, observed some 
practices that I would like to draw to your attention. Parents/Guardians are 
asked not to attempt a U-turn in Graham Place nor stop to pick up their 
daughter on the corner of Whitehorse Road and Graham Place. Parents/
Guardians should not encourage their daughters to cross Dorking Road or 
Graham Place unless it is at the corner where these roads meet Whitehorse 
Road and there are lights and staff who are ensuring students cross safely. 
The safety and wellbeing of all students is paramount and these practices 
pose the risk of accidents occurring. No one wants to be responsible for the 
harm caused to students or members of the public if an accident were to 
occur.
While the authorities have not mandated social distancing for students, 
we have tried to reduce congestion in the corridors by staggering student 
movement between lessons and upon return to classes after recess 
and lunch. May I ask parents/guardians to encourage their daughter to 
remember to follow the announcements that direct them in this regard.
Upon their return, students presented themselves very well and I thank 
them for their attention to the manner in which they wear their uniform. It 
is clear, however, that some have grown taller in the last few months and 
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may require the hem of their winter skirts to be adjusted. I also note that 
students who may have had a bob haircut earlier in the year have not had 
the chance to get a haircut in recent times and so will need to please ensure 
their hair is neatly tied back. Your support and that of your daughter is much 
appreciated in attending to these needs.
Thankfully we are beginning to emerge from a time of great limitations, a 
time when the safety and wellbeing of others has been and continues to be 
just as important as our own. The irony of recent times is that while we have 
been asked to distance ourselves, it has emphasised the importance that 
positive relationships and being connected have to our sense of wellbeing 
and community. Social commentators have reflected how in times of such 
crisis, people are drawn more closely together and there is evidence of 
greater empathy, compassion, and stronger and more sustained calls for 
justice in our world today, as seen in recent protests. Let us pray that this 
ongoing change and openness to dialogue can be achieved peacefully, 
inclusively and respectfully. 

Refugee Week

A more welcoming country doesn’t start with politicians; 
it starts with us.

Refugee Council of Australia

This week, we observed Refugee Week with the 2020 theme being Year 
of Welcome. I thank our Social Justice Co-ordinators, Mrs Lucy Miotello, 
Ms Alice Dawes and Year 7-12 Social Justice Leaders for bringing the 
plight of refugees to our attention. While we have not been able to visit 
the asylum seekers at MITA since restrictions were enforced, this week staff 
and students have shown their concern for others through daily prayers 
and their support of our annual food drive for the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre. Throughout the week, during lunchtime, students were also 
encouraged to write a message of hope for refugees. Our 2020 College 
theme How do I bring hope to my world? continues to challenge our 
thoughts and more importantly our actions. I thank staff and students for 
their generosity.

Truly, I tell you, as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me. 

     Matthew 25:40
Lord,   

No one is a stranger to you and no one is ever far from 
your loving care. 

In your kindness watch over refugees and asylum 
seekers, those separated from their loved ones, those 

who are lost, and those who have been exiled from their 
homes. 

Bring them safely to the place where they long to be, and 
help us always to show your kindness to strangers and 

those in need.

With every blessing for the final week of what has been an extraordinary 
term. I hope the week ends well for everyone and that staff and students 
enjoy a well-deserved term break.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal



3 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 9, 19 June 2020

Deputy Principal

 
Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

For my newsletter article in this edition, I 
would like to return to the words I used 
at the conclusion of my article in the 
last newsletter. I had been reflecting on 
Pentecost and wrote:
In 2020, Year A, we follow Matthew’s 
Gospel. It is a great opportunity to deepen 
our understanding of Jesus’ teaching and 
examine our lives in light of Jesus’ teaching 
and ministry. The colour of Ordinary 
Time is green, the colour of life and new 
growth. We pray that this time may be an 
opportunity for renewal, for new life, and 
new growth for us all.

That newsletter had been circulated to our community just a week after l 
had proudly carried the Torres Strait Islander flag whilst participating in the 
ISO Long Walk with so many of our students and staff, walking laps of our 
school oval. As we spread out and walked the oval, we were reminded of 
two things – of what we were doing and why we were doing it.
As for the ‘what’, we were walking in solidarity with our Aboriginal brothers 
and sisters. We were acknowledging the traditional custodians of land that 
our school is situated on.
This is good in itself but it is the 'why' we were walking that is so much more 
important.
No-one who walked had to walk. The walk was invitational. Therefore, the 
'why' individuals walked may vary from person to person. Our school’s 
Mission Statement highlights the inheritance of the tradition of the Church 
and the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion. The early Sisters, founded by Theodore 
Ratisbonne, began a charism that would develop and grow through 
dialogue with those of Jewish faith and all faiths (and today would include 
those with no faith connections). This tradition calls members of our 
community to be:
•	 Creative and contemplative
•	 Passionate and compassionate
•	 Concerned always for justice, truth, reconciliation and peace, and
•	 People who build bridges with others and remain open to change.

Perhaps there may be some answers in here as to 'why' some of us walked?
Sadly, at almost the same time that our community was walking around our 
oval, an American, George Floyd, died. 
There is a passage in the Bible that I read often:

But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the 

cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes 
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to 
everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away 
your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as 

you would have them do to you. (Lk 6:27-31)
Perhaps there may be some answers in here as to 'why' some of us walked? 
I know it’s why I walked. Not just because I believe that ‘Black Lives Matter’ 
but because the God that I believe in teaches me that ‘All Lives Matter.’ 

Do to others as you would have them do to you.

In Remembrance
Our particular thoughts and 
prayers go to Annabel Kyriakides 
(8 Silver) whose grandmother 
passed away recently. Annabel's 
grandmother was also a past 
student of Our Lady of Sion 
College. 
We remember Annabel and her 
family in a special way at this sad 
time.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and may your perpetual light shine 
upon her.
May her soul and the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace, 
Amen.

Rest in Peace
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Learning and 
Teaching  
– Allison Stott

Learning and Teaching is in full swing!
The end of semester is always a busy time in classrooms as learning culminates 
in assessment and feedback. Our girls are working hard to demonstrate their 
knowledge and skills and teachers are working equally hard to give quality 
feedback so that all experiences are learning ones. While Years 10 and 11 Exams 
were deferred for this semester, the girls can still be thinking about the way that 
they approach revision, what works and what strategies are less effective. Blake 
Harvard from the ‘Effortful Educator’ marks the differences in the questions 
"What should I study?" with "How should I study". Some of the strategies that he 
suggests include planning ahead (and therefore not cramming the night before), 
and questioning knowledge. You can read something over and over again but if 
you never challenge yourself to recall under pressure, how do you know that you 
will at the right time? If you would like to know more about Blake Harvard you can 
read his work at https://theeffortfuleducator.com/2020/06/06/how-should-i-study/.

And while it seems that the year is just beginning, it is also time to be thinking about 2021 and Subject Selection. 
The Year 9 into 10, as well as the VCE/VCAL families have already been invited to rsvp to the relevant Parent 
Information Evenings. The students will also be addressed in Google Meet presentations and the learning leaders 
have generously provided additional resources so that the girls and their families can make informed choices.
A lovely segue from Subject Selection, next week the College will celebrate the Performing Arts with Music and 
Drama Week. This will reveal the performance talents of the girls but will also involve recent graduates returning 
(virtually) to the College to chat with the current students about the pathways and options that the performing arts 
have offered to them.
The planning for the Year 12 Student Progress meeting scheduled for Tuesday 14 July is going ahead. At this stage, 
these meetings will remain as Google Meets. Year 12 families will receive information about how to access these 
Meets via email.

YEAR 10  
2021 Key Dates

24 June — 6 pm (via Zoom)
Year 10 2021 Subject Selection 
Information Evening
Application to undertake a 
Unit 1/2 available

25 June
2021 Curriculum Handbooks 
available on website

17 July
Year 10 2021 Subject Seminar 
(P3—students only)

20 July
Unit 1/2 Acceleration 
applications due

27 July
Web Preferences open 
4.30 pm

3 August
Web Preferences close 
8.00 am

4 August
Web Preferences receipt due to 
Homeroom Teachers

VCE / VCAL 2021 Key Dates
24 June  VCE /VCAL 2021 Subject Selection  

Information Evening 7.30 pm (via Zoom)
25 June  VCE /VCAL 2021 Curriculum Handbook  

available on website
26 June  Applications to undertake a Unit 3/4 in Year 11 available
 Semester 1 reports available in SEQTA
14 July  Information to Year 10 parents for Year 11 2021  

Subject Selection interviews
15 July  Online bookings for Year 11 2021 Subject Selection  

Interviews open 9.00 am
21 July  Online bookings for Year 11 2021 Subject Selection 

Interviews close 9.00 am
20 July  Applications to undertake a Unit 3/4 in Year 11 2021 due
23 July  Year 12 2021 Student Interviews (parents not required)
27 July  Web Preferences opens online at 4.30 pm
28 July  Year 11 2021 Subject Selection Interviews for parents/ 

guardians and Year 10 students (9.00 am—7.00 pm)
29 July  Year 11 2021 Subject Selection Interviews for parents/ 

guardians and Year 10 students (9.00 am—1.00 pm)
3 August  Subject Preferences due via Web Preferences at 8.00 am
4 August  Web Preferences receipt due to Homeroom Teacher

Ms Dale Hunter - dhunter@sion.catholic.edu.au 
Senior Learning Leader/VCAL Coordinator

Ms Allison Stott - astott@sion.catholic.edu.au 
Deputy Principal Learning and Teaching

Mrs Brooke O'Hara - bohara@sion.catholic.edu.au 
Careers and Pathway Councillor

https://theeffortfuleducator.com/2020/06/06/how-should-i-study/
mailto:dhunter%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:astott%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:bohara%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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Year Level News

Year 12 –  
Adam Rieusset

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because 
he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service. 1 Timothy 1:12

Gratitude through a Growth Mindset 
This being our final newsletter prior to the term break, I want to thank each and every Year 
12 community member. Students, parents, guardians, members of your immediate family 
and your extended family.
I thank you for your willingness to be flexible, to be understanding, to be willing to roll with 
the circumstances that we all face in our ever-changing world.
I thank you for the calmness in which you have faced every new challenge when I know that 
inside our emotions may have told a different, not so calm, story.
I thank you for the continued role modelling that you are showing to your daughters; that life 
can change in a blink of an eye and we must accept and adapt with it, even when we are not 
so sure of what to do next.

I would like to share the following two resources that reflect on the importance of gratitude and having a growth mindset. I 
do this to challenge, in a way that facilitates and promotes further growth within our Year 12 community, in readiness for the 
commencement of Term 3.
I also share this following link if you would like to read a little more about mindset through the resources made available by 
Carol Dweck. https://fs.blog/2015/03/carol-dweck-mindset/
Benefits of gratitude for our students (your daughter)
Studies show that gratitude is a very powerful tool, with lots of benefits to mental and physical health. They include things like:
•	 Higher levels of happiness and optimism
•	 Improved sleep
•	 Less stress and an improved ability to cope with stress
•	 Fewer physical problems
•	 Reduced depression
•	 Less aggression
•	 Increased self esteem
•	 Improved resilience.

Activities to try with your child(ren)
The more we practise gratitude, the better we can all become and the greater the 
benefits. In fact, studies show that the benefits can be seen after just two week. 
1. Daily gratitude reflection: Everyone to share one thing they are grateful for at 

the dinner table each night.  Everyone gets a chance to reflect upon their day, 
and find just one thing to be grateful for. 

2. Help others: Encourage your daughter(s) to help others. Help them to find 
causes they feel passionate about and are interested in, and allow them to 
contribute in their own unique way, using their special skills and talents.

3. Say thank you: Thank people for the small things they do for us that make our 
days brighter. 

4. Family gratitude jar: Whenever someone in your family feels grateful for 
something or someone in their life, have them write it down and pop it into the 
jar. It’s a great way to foster a culture of gratitude in your family, as well as an 
opportunity to connect and express your appreciation for each other.

5. Random acts of kindness: Celebrate kindness. Look for ways you can be kind 
together. Not for any particular reason, just because. 

6. Use a gratitude journal: Recording the things we are grateful for is a great 
reminder when we are having a difficult day, and helps us reflect on our journey 
down the track, so we can see just how far we’ve come and how much we have 
to appreciate in our lives.

7. Gratitude walk: Get out into nature as a family and go for a mindful walk 
together. While you walk, pay attention to the things you can see, feel, hear, and smell. 

8. Turn ‘sorry’ into ‘thank you’: Be mindful of your language and try this little experiment. Instead of saying, “Sorry I’m late”, try, 
“Thanks for waiting for me.” Instead of “I’m sorry I can’t make it to your party,” try, “Thank you for inviting me, I really appreciate 
it.” This helps you turn the focus away from the negative and towards the positive. 

9. Give your child(ren) chores: This helps them to appreciate that the work done around the home, (keeping them safe, happy, 
clean and fed) takes time and effort. It helps them to understand the importance of family members pitching in. 

10. Model gratitude: Let them see how much you appreciate them, and others. Let them see you being kind, giving of your time, 
helping others, and showing appreciation for your loved ones.  
https://www.mindfullittleminds.com/gratitude-for-kids-why-its-important-and-how-to-encourage-it/

On behalf of the Year 12 Pastoral Team, I wish you all the best for the last week of term and a well earnt break.

https://fs.blog/2015/03/carol-dweck-mindset/
https://www.mindfullittleminds.com/boost-your-childs-self-esteem/
https://www.mindfullittleminds.com/building-resilience-in-kids/
https://www.mindfullittleminds.com/gratitude-for-kids-why-its-important-and-how-to-encourage-it/
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Year Level News

Year 10 –  
Paul Kerr

9 June saw our corridor alive with the energy 
we have missed for so long as the rest of the 
year levels returned full time. The girls were very 
excited to see their friends and their familiar 
surroundings. We surveyed the students with 
a few key questions related to their experience 
of Online Home Learning. We were looking for 
feedback on what they learnt about themselves, 
the skills they learnt which they can utilise on 
their return to school, the experience of time in 
their lives and examining whether or not they 
have become more resilient.  
The data is rich in terms of the comments 
expressed by students which vary depending 
on their experience. For example, Stephanie 
Chapman (10 Blue) explains her feelings:

I feel much more comfortable with the workload now than I did at the beginning, 
and knowing that I was able to adapt to online learning gives me confidence for the 
return back to school.
As a team, we will take this feedback from students on board in reflecting on and 
planning for Semester 2.
During our Year Level Assembly, hosted from an office and broadcast to classrooms, 
we welcomed the return of all students to school through prayer and presented 
awards from the recent House Swimming Carnival. Congratulations to Louise 
Pollard, Year Level Champion and Ashleigh Webb our runner up. Louise will keep 
the trophy at home until next year. 
We put out post-it notes for students to randomly write a short positive note, or 
spread a little kindness to someone else. A nice way of extending our welcome to 
everyone. 
After a semester with much change, I would like to thank our parents for their 
partnership and look forward to a fresh start to Term 3.

Year 7 –  
Michelle Arnold

Well, what a term it has been. It was not the one 
we had intended for the Year 7 student's second 
term of College life. It was one that challenged 
not only them but their teachers. 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank the 
Year 7s for their hard work this term. I know it 
was difficult for them to adapt to Online Home 
Learning, but with the support of their parents 
and teachers, the Year 7 students succeeded in 
the end. It has been wonderful to see the girls 
back this week. The Year 7 area has been buzzing 
with excitement and filled with smiles from 
everyone. 

For the rest of the term and next semester, we will be focusing on reconnecting, 
building and maintaining social connections. This was something that Online Home 
Learning did put a strain on for the Year 7s. Many girls were only at the beginning 
stages of establishing new connections and friendships. Please remind your 
daughter(s) that this takes time and effort to open up those friendship channels. 
The Homeroom teachers and I will also be working with the Year 7s across Semester 
2 on the following expectations and we would appreciate your support in discussing 
these with your daughter(s) and monitoring them at home also:
•	 Communicating to teachers via email when unwell and following up on missed 

work
•	 Using their school diary to record homework and assessment dates. This will 

aid in organisation and planning 
•	 Replying to teachers' emails to ensure communication is open
•	 Due dates are adhered to or the correct channels of communication to the 

subject teacher have been initiated by the student.

I hope all of the Year 7s have a safe and restful holiday and are recharged and 
energised for the beginning of Term 3. 
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Year Level News

Year 7 - 10 
Discovery 
Learning Leader  
Rebecca Bennett

Ayin

•	 Australia contributes 
approximately 454 million 
kilograms of textile waste to landfill 
each year.

•	 The average Australian uses 130 
kilograms of plastic each year, 
of which only 12% is properly 
recycled.

•	 There are around 20-50 million 
tonnes of e-waste sent to landfill 
globally each year.

These are just some of the statistics our Year 9 students found whilst 
working on their ‘Our Global Footprint Design Project’ for Ayin in recent 
weeks. After exploring individual, national and global contributions to 
global and carbon footprints in the learning module, the students were 
presented with a design brief to create a product that could reduce this 
mark left on the natural environment. The Ayin teachers were amazed at 
the innovative ideas the students came up with as well as their ability to 
collaborate on the project and utilise the ‘Design Thinking Process’ during 
Online Home Learning. This week, students shared their designs with the 
class and below is a sample highlighting the inventive talents and ideas of 
our Year 9 students:
•	 Biodegradable guitar picks that contain seeds and can be planted 

after use - Ella Curry, Jac Lees, Sini Panagiotou and Stephanie Pinwill   
(9 Red)

•	 A company that designs, makes and offers tutorials for recyclable 
party decorations to reduce the waste created during celebrations - 
Sareana Bastian, Laura Doherty, Kate Rothenbuecher and Talia Saez 
(9 Gold)

•	 Refillable pens for primary schools linked to an education program 
offered for students receiving their pen licenses - Monique 
Brancatella, Lulu Harvie, Cady Lin and Nat Watson (9 Blue)

•	 A star rating for food packaging that indicates its impact on the 
environment; including an app that scans and provides further 
information using barcodes - Zara Harris, Ally Larsen, Lexie Murray, 
Maxine Saifert and Zahra Wilks-Beasy (9 Red)

•	 An education program aimed at High School students to raise 
awareness around the harms of fast fashion on the environment, 
including selling pencil cases made from old textiles and promoting 
slow fashion and consumer awareness - Sofia Alonso, Taline Gaudion, 
Isablella Panagios and Emerald Scanlon (9 Gold)
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Learning Area News

 
 

Religious 
Education -  
Anna Gionfriddo

Over the past few weeks, students from 
Years 10, 11 and 12 have focused on 
the study of Scripture with a particular 
emphasis at each year level.
Through the concept The Kingdom of 
God, students in Year 10 completed an 
in-depth study of the Gospel of Mark, 
understanding and reflecting on how the 
Kingdom of God could be seen through 
the parables, miracle stories, and other 
narratives. This study not only allowed 
the girls to be able to understand the 
important messages coming out of the 
gospel for Mark’s original community, but 
for their lives today.

Students studying Unit 1 Texts and Traditions in Year 11 explored later 
interpretations of a range of gospel stories through art and film. To give 
them a better understanding, time was spent reading each of the stories 
as written in the four gospels. The girls noted down the similarities and 
differences between the four accounts which then allowed them to make 
greater connections between their chosen pieces of art and film, and the 
gospel stories themselves.
Year 12 students studying Unit 3 Texts and Traditions commenced their 
intensive analysis of passages from the Gospel of Luke, developing their 
skills in writing an exegesis. Through this, the girls also developed their 
skills in reading Biblical commentaries which has allowed for some very 
valuable and in-depth discussion on the passages being studied.

 
 

Arts –  
Natasha Borg

Over the last fortnight, VCE students across all of the Creative Arts subjects have 
been reflecting on their experiences in Art, Drama, Media, Music, Studio Arts and 
Vis Com, on camera to assist in the subject selection process for students in Years 
8-11. On Tuesday at lunchtime, Miss Borg sat down with four senior students; all 
who take two or more Creative Arts subjects to ask them about their journeys 
into and throughout VCE. This video and others will be made available shortly via 
our Creative Arts Subject selection website. Click here to check it out. We thank 
Vanessa Corigliano, Olivia Brolese, Jasmine Gannon and Julia Tingate for their 
ongoing work with this project.  

https://nborg4.wixsite.com/artsatsion
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Toilet Paper Roll Competition 
Over the Online Home Learning period, students were invited to join us in a 
Toilet Roll Art Competition.
Students were able to paint, draw, cut up and glue toilet paper rolls into 
creations limited only by their imagination, and perhaps the amount of toilet 
paper each house had been through. 
Please see some examples of the imaginative pieces created below. Whilst we 
couldn’t include all of the entries in the Newsletter, we have created a display 
showcasing all of the pieces created in the LRC corridor.

Maddison McGain Madeline Ballingall Alana Brun Pavit Kalsi Alexis Sikos

Paige Porporis Sophie Ashdowne Marli Hale Tess Francis

Emily Wright Imogen Buultjens Zhidi Lin Lydia Rottura

Yasmin Buultjens Grace Tapley Sameera Kamal-Kumar Astrid Harkin Amy Barnett



The Arts News
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Music Week – Next Week
The Music Representative team has been busy organising events for 
Music Week. It’s sure to be a very interesting week of Music making, 
including:
•	 Monday: On-line Music Soiree 4:30pm (link)
•	 Tuesday: Open Mic, Miriam Theatre 
•	 Wednesday: Past Student Online Panel 'Music Beyond the Cherry 

Red Gates' with Chelsea Elder (2019), Merryn Hughes (2017), 
Isabelle Welstead (2018), Lucy Fitzgerald (2017)

•	 Thursday: Music Kahoot Quiz, during Homeroom;
•	 Thursday lunch: Online Instrumental Masterclass with Dr Diana 

Tolmie, Senior Music Lecturer at Queensland Conservatorium.

Year 7 Music Representatives
Congratulations to Ava Diamante (7 
Blue) and Naomi Yang (7 Blue) who 
were appointed to the 2020 Year 7 
Representative Team as Year 7 Music 
Reps. Congratulations ladies!

Ava Diamante Naomi Yang

Smart Music – Remote Music Learning Tool
Congratulations to many Ensemble and Instrumental Music 
students who were able to access the ‘SmartMusic’ program 
to practise and record their work during the lockdown 
in Term 2. This service enabled students to learn about 
rhythm and melodic sight-reading and gave teachers the 
opportunity to assign practice exercises and songs to 
monitor student progress. A special congratulations to Zara 
Sestan (7 Blue), who achieved some incredible results using 
SmartMusic on her trombone.

We were also able to continue 
contact with our Sion First Band by 
using SmartMusic remotely with 
some of its members.

Zara Sestan, 7 Blue - SmartMusic results 

CVE – Remote recording
Congratulations to the College Vocal Ensemble who 
were able to produce a fantastic remote recording of 
‘Feelin’ Good’. 27 students from Year 8 to 12, under the 
tutelage of Mrs Jones, recorded their individual tracks 
separately and despite the enforced distance between 
them, came together to record a truly memorable 
piece.
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Co-curricular News

Lucy Miotello
  

Alice Dawes
Social Justice Coordinators
Reconciliation Week
This week marked Refugee Week, a dedicated time to 
raise awareness about refugees and celebrate positive 
contributions made by refugees to Australian society. 
Our Sionion tradition inspires us to show a commitment 
to justice for all refugees and asylum seekers within our 
community, Australian detention centres and globally. 
This week, our Social Justice leaders composed and 
recorded video prayers of solidarity for refugees which 
were shown during Homeroom. Students and staff were 
also invited to take action through various activities and 
fundraising initiatives. At Student Reception, artwork by 
Naser Moradi was displayed. Naser is a Hazara asylum 
seeker from Afghanistan who has become a close friend 
to staff and students through our fortnightly visits to the 
Melbourne Immigration Transit Accommodation (MITA). 
His artworks focus on ‘fate, hope, despair’, as well as 
landscapes and nature. Unfortunately, due to COVID 19 
restrictions, our visits have been temporarily stopped; 
however, we look forward to these resuming in the near 
future. 
Staff and students were also invited to leave a message 
of hope for refugees and encouraged all involved to 
reflect upon our College theme How do I bring hope to 
my world? We also held our annual food drive for the 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre whose foodbank and 
community meals programs offer food security to over 
650 people each week. 
Thank you to all staff and students who supported the 
activities and provided donations during the week. It is 
truly appreciated.

Careers and 
Pathways – 
Brooke O'Hara

Careers at OLSC

Everything you've ever wanted is on the other side of fear.
George Addair (Entrepreneur)

Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers Newsletter here.
In this fortnight's Newsletter there is information relating to:
•	 Upcoming Events - Virtual Careers Expo, reminder of Swinburne’s stream series, 

reminder of RMIT webinar series, Deakin Discovery seminars,  Engineering 
Stories with Monash University, 2020 Year 12 VTAC Information Evening

•	 Career Industry in the Spotlight – A Diplomatic Career
•	 Things to Consider – Digital Apprenticeship Program with Australian 

Government, Charles Sturt Early Offer Program
•	 Research ideas – new course: ACU – Exercise and Sport Science/Nutrition 

Science, STEM Hub

https://www.olsccareers.com/
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Sport Administrator – 
Liam Cox

Sports Stars of the Week
Lydia Rottura (7 Blue) & Emilia Rottura (9 Red)
Lydia and Emilia are our Sports stars this week. The sisters have been 
setting the bar high in Term 2, regularly contributing to the GSV 
Classroom. Each week they have completed the three Strength and 
Conditioning sessions and the Netball Movement and Skill drills. It 
is terrific to see such consistency with home workouts striving for 
continual improvement. Keep it up for the rest of the term girls!

 
 

Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo
GSV Virtual Cross-Country Championship 
During Week 8, students had the opportunity to represent the College in 
the second GSV Virtual Cross Country. Similar to the Prelim event in Week 6, 
Juniors were required to run 3km and Inter/Senior students were required 
to run 4km. 47 Sion students participated in the event, of which 27 students 
recorded a quicker time compared to their Week 6 Prelim time. It was great 
to see individual improvement.
Special mention to Georgie Brisbane (Junior), Yasmin Buultjens (Inter) and 
Imogen van Rensburg (Senior) who ran the quickest Sion time for their age 
group.

Virtual Walk Around Australia
Fatima are establishing a strong lead in the virtual race. Students have until 
Sunday 21 June to earn ‘Move Points’ for their House. Submissions are due 
by 1pm Monday 22 June with the winners announced later in the week. 
Join the Classroom (code : 7dk3nh3) and upload your ‘Move Points’ to the 
Week 10 spreadsheet today - every virtual kilometer counts.
The current Leaderboard sits at:
1st Fatima - 1330.88km
2nd Lourdes - 1172.96km
3rd Loreto - 1107.82km
4th Carmel - 1063.82km
Well done to Bridget Lai who was the Top Mover in Week 9. Special 
mention to Michael Abbott, Deputy Business Manager, posting some 
huge numbers and for being the Staff Top Mover 3 weeks running. 
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Learning 
Resource Centre –  
Margaret Lawson

Term 2 has been unlike any other term that I have experienced throughout my 
25 year teaching career. I have been amazed at how quickly both teachers and 
students have adapted to the new learning and teaching environments.
As part of our iso-strategy we have increased usage of our World Book 
Encyclopaedia and our Gale online databases. In addition to these great tools, 
we have also started to develop our Learning Resource Centre Libguides. All 
these tools can be accessed through the SEQTA Launch page > Learning 
Resource Centre. Our Libguides have a number of resources integrated onto 
many of the pages including ClickView videos. 

Overdue Books
Lots of girls borrowed books before the end of last term and during lockdown 
we suspended overdue notices from our library management system.

We are now asking students if they could return those books to school that they have finished reading. If they still 
have to finish reading their books, we can renew the book on the system. We will be starting to send out overdue 
notices from Monday 22 June, 2020. 

Wider Reading Classes
Classes are slowly coming back into the LRC for their Wider Reading Classes and we have even dropped off boxes 
of books into classes who can’t make it down into our learning space. Students are reminded to try and lock in 
15-20 minutes of reading per day. Some students are finding that the time just after dinner when their meal is 
settling, a good time to catch up on some reading. When do you like to read every day?

Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge
Many of our students have been reading away and entering books towards the Victorian Premiers Reading 
Challenge. We have had 192 books verified on our system so far. In order to get a book verified, students need to 
write a 50 word book review. Books included as part of the reading challenge are any books that have been read 
so far in 2020.  Prizes will be handed out for our top readers in each year level and a pizza lunch will be organised 
for those students who complete the challenge of reading 15 books (ten challenge and five choice).

Even though this book is the longest one I've ever read,  
it's still a really good book and it has a lot more details than  
the movie.

A very informative book that I enjoyed a lot. It made me think  
about what children would have been thinking during this  
horrific time. I loved that it was set in the perspective of a  
young child, who grows up throughout the series.

I loved Sister Heart as it combines equality with history (those 
two subjects aren't usually combined). I believe from my 
readings that it is about the stolen generation. This was a 
terrible time in Australia's history when our ancestors fought 
against each other. And the main character must find a way to 
escape from where she had been taken and oppressed by the 
white man for much too long and find her family. She struggles 
with living and depression. This book is full of regret, loss and 
strength.



Parent News
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Apply  
now for 

2022
Monday 22 June, 9.30 - 10.30 am

Visit Our Lady of Sion College in a whole new way and discover how 
your daughter can embrace life at Sion.

Join us for a live-stream virtual tour of our College via Zoom.

Our Virtual Talk and Tour Morning will feature a live address by our 
Principal, Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos, messages from our students and an 
opportunity to ask questions. 
Visit our website to book.         
www.sion.catholic.edu.au

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill  I  03 9890 9097


