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Mathematics language 
and content learning 
are interdependent.

ELs are positioned as 
active and reflective 
participants in 
developing mathematics 
learning and language. 

Sca!olding and entry 
points are responsive 
to ELs in the moment 
and shift responsibility 
to students over time. 

The assets and 
strengths of ELs are 
resources for teaching 
and learning.

Assessments inform 
the teaching of content 
and mathematical 
language.

Instructional materials show how mathematics language and content are 
interdependent by providing opportunities for intentional, explicit, and 
integrated language and content learning. They o!er consistent and spiraled 
opportunities for ELs to build content understanding and math language 
practices over the course of a unit or year. 

Instructional materials show teachers how to engage students as active and 
reflective participants in rigorous mathematical learning through productive 
struggle, reflection, and student agency. They o!er consistent opportunities for 
ELs to dialogue, revise their thinking, and purposefully communicate ideas in 
math, and understand where they need additional content or language support. 

Instructional materials include sca!olding through interactive activities that 
amplify mathematical language learning, develop students’ understanding of 
how language works in math, and support students to appropriate language 
practices in math over time. They provide as-needed entry points based on 
the language demands of mathematical tasks in order to create access and 
promote engagement.

Instructional materials explicitly reject the historical culture of exclusion in 
mathematics and intentionally validate students’ home language, culture, and 
prior knowledge. They show teachers how to incorporate students’ knowledge 
and experiences to support language and content learning and create a safe, 
inclusive learning environment where curiosity and openness to di!erences are 
acknowledged and celebrated. 

Instructional materials include formative and summative assessments that 
provide students with multiple opportunities to demonstrate language and 
content learning. Materials indicate to teachers when to collect language 
samples, how to analyze them for content and language, what specific 
feedback to give to students, and what progress looks like, including “listen 
fors” and “look fors.”
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Benchmarks of Quality - Math
The Benchmarks of Quality name the critical design features in instructional materials that attend to the assets and 
needs of English learners (EL). This tool is for state, district, and school-based reviewers of materials to determine if 
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