
Human Trafficking
It is best to talk to the patient when they are alone if you 
have reason to believe that they are a victim.

Human Trafficking (modern day slavery) is when a 
trafficker uses force, fraud, or coercion to lure victims and 
force them into labor or sex acts.

You are in a unique position to separate the patient from 
a potential trafficker, and to offer help through victim’s 
assistance or to call law enforcement, with patient’s 
permission.

See reverse for a list of classic human trafficking 
indicators and other tips.

Make these phone 
numbers available 
to patient, if Human 
Trafficking is suspected:

To report suspicious 
activity: 
1.866.DHS.2.ICE 
(1.866.347.2423) 
 

Brian A Roman, Special 
Agent, Homeland 
Security Investigations: 
1.216.749.9631  
(24 hours) 
 
Victim’s Assistance: 
1.888.373.7888 or text 
BeFree (233733)

Questions: Contact On-Call Legal
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Classic Human Trafficking Indicators:
• Bruises, scars, mutilation, infections due to improper 

medical care, sleep deprived

• Urinary difficulty , pregnancy, frequent STDs, or rectal 
trauma from work in the sex industry 

• Chronic back pain, cardiovascular, hearing, or respiratory 
problems caused by forced manual labor in unsafe 
conditions

• Poor eye sight, malnourishment, serious dental problems

• Disorientation, confusion, or phobias caused by mental 
abuse, torture, or culture shock

Ask yourself:
• Is the patient accompanied by someone that seems 

controlling/insists on answering questions for them?

• Does the patient have difficulty communicating due to a 
language or cultural barrier?

• Are the patient’s identifying documents (license, 
passport, birth certificate, etc) being held or controlled 
by someone else?

• Is the patient submissive or fearful?

• Is the patient inadequately dressed for the situation/work 
they do?

• Is the patient disconnected from family, friends, or social 
support?

• Does the patient look to another person to answer even 
the simplest question (“How old are you, what’s your 
name?”)?


