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In early 2022 we dared to hope that we could return to a full gamut of 
face-to-face programming across the world, leaving behind the COVID era 
of social distancing and online communities. 

And then in February our planning was turned upside down, and we sought 
ways to offer humanitarian aid to some of the most beleaguered people in 
Ukraine, social support to Limmud FSU Ukraine activists who had fled their 
country for safety elsewhere, while keeping our organizing committees 
united. Our activists worldwide were a hub for outreach, our activists in and 
from Ukraine remained determined to continue with programming, and we 
had the opportunity to introduce new Jewish communities to the unique 
learning opportunity of a Limmud FSU conference. 

The scope of programming that we successfully implemented, and that 
engaged more than 3,000 Jews, was inspiring; the commitment of our 
volunteers was heart-warming; the belief in us of our philanthropic partners 
deeply moving. We thank you all.

AARON G. FRENKELMATTHEW BRONFMAN
Chairman President 

CHAIM CHESLER SANDRA F. CAHN 
Co-founder and Chair 

Fundraising Committee
 Executive DirectorFounder and Chair

Executive Committee

NATASHA CHECHIK



LIMMUD FSU THROUGH NUMBERS
In 2022, we mounted 8 conferences, 5 in traditional locations, alongside the 
first ever Limmud FSU conference in a Moslem country, an introduction to 
Limmud FSU for Jews with roots in the FSU now living in the Boston area, 
and a special outreach to Limmudniks from Ukraine, through a leadership 
seminar in Israel, and a conference in Warsaw.

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR LIMMUD FSU 
UKRAINE

September 11
300 participants

October 23
150 participants

December 8-10
100 participants

November 13
200 participants

May 13-14
50 participants

Baku, Azerbaijan

November 6
200 participants

June 24-26
350 participants

May 20-22
500 participants

Sydney, Australia

Toronto, Canada

New York, USA

Melbourne, Australia

Warsaw, Poland

Tiberias, Israel

December 1-3
1,300 participants

Tiberias, Israel

Boston, USA

LIMMUD FSU CONFERENCES

3,000



We want to say a special thank you to all our philanthropic 
supporters – without you, this would not be possible. Thank you 
for believing in Limmud FSU. Our success is thanks to your 
support.

LIMMUD FSU DONORS AND PARTNERS

MATTHEW BRONFMAN                        AARON G. FRENKEL 

MERILL KRAINES                           NAON INC                        RABBI LEONID FELDMAN 

EDWARD MERMELSTEIN                      EVA & LOUIS GALPERN FOUNDATION 

 BILL HESS              

SANDRA AND STEWART CAHN  

DIANE AND 
HOWARD WOHL                   



LIMMUD FSU CONFERENCES

Limmud FSU mounted its first 3-day 
conference in North America since the 
pandemic for some 500 Jews from the 
New York area. 
It featured literary readings, a discussion 
of antisemitism in the pandemic era, the 
challenges facing Israel, Jewish thought 
and scientific discoveries, jewelry making, 
climate change and exotic fruits. There  
were sessions that discussed the 
geo-political situation in the FSU and local 
volunteer-based activities to help 
refugees from Ukraine.

The first 3-day conference in Canada since 
the pandemic brought together, near 
Toronto, 350 Jews. 
There was an array of speakers from 
Canada, US, and Israel, who discussed 
missile defense since the time of the 
Bible, interpreting dreams in Judaism, 
cookery workshops and natural skincare. 
These topics sat alongside sessions about 
the geo-political situation in the Middle 
East and the prospects for peace, while 
others dealt with the situation in the 
countries of the FSU.countries of the FSU. 

The first-ever Limmud FSU conference in 
a Moslem country was a 1-day event in the 
Azerbaijan capital, Baku, for some 300. 
Several of the sessions focused on the 
uniquely tolerant nature of Azerbaijan, 
and its position as a role model where 
relations between the Moslem world and 
Israel are concerned. Other sessions 
focused on global marketing trends, 
master classes in candle making and 
ceramics, and more. Musicians from 
within the Jewish community performed 
alongside guest performers from Israel.

This conference, the first outreach to 150 of 
the estimated 15,000 Jews from the FSU 
who live in the Boston area, was held on 
the campus of Harvard University and 
consisted of more than 20 sessions.
They ranged from Israel’s elections, the war 
in Ukraine, and the digital iron curtain, to 
spiritual belief, exotic fruits, superpowers in 
nature, and a musical performance. Other 
sessions discussed the challenges of 
creating art during times of war, and the 
activities of the US Jewish federations in 
lobbying for refugees from Ukraine.

LIMMUD FSU BOSTON

LIMMUD FSU NEW YORK LIMMUD FSU CANADA

LIMMUD FSU BAKU



For the first time since 2018, there were 
1-day conferences in Sydney and 
Melbourne that together attracted some 
400 participants.
In Sydney, topics ranged from the Israeli 
elections to the involvement of the 
Australian Jewish community in the 
struggle for the Jews of the Soviet Union to 
emigrate freely. In Melbourne, participants 
could choose between how immigrant 
families can preserve their language; the 
impact of the lifting of the Iron Curtain on 
historians’ understanding of the Holocaust; 
and what Judaism has to say about desire 
and sexuality. 

Perhaps the most unique events were 
Limmud FSU Ukraine.
In May, there was a leadership seminar in 
Israel, attended by entire families, for 
activists who have moved to Israel following 
the war.
In December, 100 Limmud FSU Ukraine 
volunteers gathered in Warsaw. Some 
traveled over 30 hours by coach to get 

LIMMUD FSU CONFERENCES

Some 1,300 Israelis with roots in the FSU  
gathered on the shores of the Kinneret in 
the city of Tiberias for 3 days of intense 
learning.
Many of the sessions focused on the new 
government, its perceived dangers to the 
judiciary, and immigration.
The opening ceremony honored Nazi 
hunters, Serge and Beate Klarsfeld, for their 
contribution to the Jewish world, human 
rights, justice, and the memory of 
Holocaust victims, and Jacques Wolzok, 
who played a central role in ensuring fair 
restitution for the Jews of Monaco who 
suffered during the Holocaust.

there, all admitted to living under stress 
over the past 10 months, in Ukraine or in 
the countries where they have found 
refuge, some have survived bombing, 
and all have direct experience of what 
the war means for the country’s civilian 
population.
Beyond the sessions, from tours of 
Jewish Warsaw and the POLIN Museum 
of the History of Polish Jews, through a 
discussion of who the Land of Israel truly 
belongs to and a master class on how to 
draw amusingly, to a special session on 
antisemitism in Europe and a discussion 
of Kabbalah as a source to help unders-
tand real life problems and find a solu- 
tion for them, the conference was a 
“fresh breeze” for all the participants,   
“an opportunity to see friends and have  
a hug.”

LIMMUD FSU AUSTRALIA LIMMUD FSU ISRAEL

LIMMUD FSU UKRAINE



The conferences were extremely diverse, 
both within themselves and one from the 
other. Timely topics – the elections in Israel 
and the United States, the situation in the 
FSU – sat alongside timeless discussions 
on antisemitism, Jewish history and 
Jewish identity, complemented both by 
sessions on science and economics, and 
by various art workshops, literary readings, 
and artistic performances.  

Click on the logos on the 
right to see each 
conference program

LIMMUD FSU THROUGH CONTENT

https://www.limmudfsu.org.au/

https://limmudfsu.org.il/webapp/limmud2022/schedule_he.html

 https://boston.limmudfsuus.org/k

http://www.limmudfsuus.org/program

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/10pZDVneom4C5wIQNMYV3NfN5nRG6k0AV

https://limmudfsubaku.org/baku22

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1p3a29a-X0aajCfe32Izkd0OHtnWwmgvp



Each conference featured a special track 
of age-appropriate activities on Jewish 
and general topics for young Limmudniks 
that included drama and music sessions, 
art workshops, science experiments, 
cookery, sports, quizzes on Jewish themes, 
discussions on Jewish topics, and sessions 
on how young people can learn to express 
their own opinion, even if it goes against 
the trend.

YOUNG LIMMUD FSU 
THROUGH CONTENT

CODING

DRUMMING

BUBBLE SHOW

ISRAELI DANCING

CHEMICAL REACTIONS

SPORTS COMPETITIONS

HALLA-BAKING WORKSHOPS

ARTS AND CRAFTS WORKSHOPS

DRAMA WORKSHOPS AND PUPPET SHOWS

KRAV MAGA SELF-DEFENSE DEMONSTRATION



HIGHLIGHTS

DR. NACHMAN SHAI
ISRAEL’S MINISTER OF DIASPORA AFFAIRS        
“I believe we must focus on building new 
opportunities for Jews around the world to 
learn from each other and to build lasting 
bridges of solidarity. While we may not 
always agree, world Jewry will be given a 
voice to share and discuss when decisions 
are made that directly affect all of world 
Jewry.” 

New York
May 20-22

New York
May 20-22

Baku
September 11

Canada
June 24-24

SANDRA F. CAHN
LIMMUD FSU CO-FOUNDER          
“It was a true celebration of common identity 
and Jewish heritage, an opportunity for Jews 
to learn together about Judaism and 
contemporary issues facing the Jewish – and 
wider – world, rejoice in our Jewish roots and 
shared Jewish future, dance and sing 
together, and nurture Jewish community and 
the concept of belonging together.” 

“I have been coming to Azerbaijan for 
business for over 30 years, and very early on 
I learned that it is a uniquely tolerant 
country that loves its people. It is our very
first event here, and it will certainly not be 
our last.” 

“We are back in business in Canada. The 
community of the FSU Jews in Canada, and 
particularly in Toronto, is very strong. That’s 
why we came here, especially in difficult 
times, to show solidarity.”

“This conference has shown how many 
audiences there are outside the main 
countries of the FSU hungry for Jewish 
learning and engagement with Israel.”

Baku
September 11

ALEX MERSHON
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURE AND EDUCATION, NATIV   

CHAIM CHESLER 
LIMMUD FSU FOUNDER

AARON G. FRENKEL
LIMMUD FSU PRESIDENT           



HIGHLIGHTS

ELANA BROITMAN
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT,  PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 
JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA
"Where the situation in Ukraine is concerned, 
we (Jewish Federations of North America) 
have to focus on the most impactful priorities. 
What we’re lobbying for are three things: 
overall Ukraine aid, refugee resettlement in 
the U.S., and extension of the Lautenberg 
Amendment, which provides for a particular 
program for religious minorities."

Australia
November
6 & 13

MARINA ROZENBERG-KORITNY
HEAD, ALIYA PROMOTION DEPARTMENT, 
WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
"The last 3 years have shown that 
everything can change overnight. But the 
fact that Limmud FSU continues to be 
active is priceless. This organization does 
wonderful work in Jewish education in the 
Diaspora, and continues to remind us all 
that we are one people."

RAHELI BARATZ-RIX 
HEAD, DEPARTMENT FOR COMBATING 
ANTISEMITISM & ENHANCING RESILIENCE, 
WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION
"This event is an important part of the 
deepening cooperation between the World 
Zionist Organization and Limmud FSU for 
building strong community resilience.  
Together we are effectively reaching out with 
Jewish education to FSU Jews.”

Boston
October 23

"We are very happy and lucky to be 
partners with Limmud FSU, we are 
stronger together. Every Aliyah wave made 
Israel stronger - and I'm sure this current 
wave will do the same, to help to continue 
building our wonderful country.”

NETA BRISKIN-PELEG
DIRECTOR, NATIV-PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICE

"Next year will be our 18th year of 
programming; 18 in Hebrew is hai, life, 
and you are here at Limmud – that is 
life.”

MATTHEW BRONFMAN
LIMMUD FSU CHAIRMAN

Israel
December 
1-3

Israel
December

1-3

Warsaw
December

8-10

HIGHLIGHTS



LIMMUD FSU IN THE MEDIA
CLICK ON LIMMUD FSU

LOCATION TO SEE 
THE ARTICLES

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-708338

https://www.jewishtimes.com/as-jews-from-the-former-ussr-gather-in-boston-the-focus-is-on-learning-and-global-worries/

hhttps://jewishjournal.org/2022/12/14/amid-surging-aliyah-jews-from-former-ussr-gather-for-communitys-biggest-annual-event-in-israel/https://jewishjournal.org/2022/12/14/amid-surging-aliyah-jews-from-former-ussr-gather-for-communitys-biggest-annual-event-in-israel/

https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/364189

https://jewishjournal.org/2022/07/07/unique-canadian-jewish-institution-is-back-in-force-as-hundreds-gather-at-niagara-falls/

https://www.jpost.com/judaism/article-717641

https://jewishjournal.org/2022/12/06/in-long-isolated-australia-festivals-bring-out-jewish-celebrants-in-sydney-and-melbourne/



PROFESSIONAL STAFF

NATASHA CHECHIK  Executive Director

GABI FARBEROV        Director of Operations

CHAIM NAGUS            Financial and Management Consultant

YAN BIRBRAER           Logistics Director and Limmud FSU Israel Project Manager

DEBORAH LIPSON     FRD and Board Development

ASHER WEILL              English Language Consultant

ALEX GURALNICK      Financial Controller

GALINA RYBNIKOVA, Project Manager, Ukraine, Moldova

MILA VOIHANSKY, Country Director, Canada

NOAM SHUMAKH-KHAIMOV, Project Manager, USA

DIMA MEVZOS, Project Manager, Western Europe

ANNA MAYLIS, Project Manager, Australia

SARA ALLAHVERDIYEVA, Project Coordinator, Azerbaijan

REGIONAL MANAGEMENT

LIMMUD FSU AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS – LEADERSHIP

OSIK AKSELRUD, CHAIR, Limmud FSU Ukraine
RAFFI HELTZER, CHAIR, Limmud Russian-Speakers Israel



2023
SEE YOU IN 


