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HOW IT WORKS:
• Bring small servings of your

specialty to share with guests:
750 food samples, 1,000
drinks.

• Consider bringing a QR code
promotion or online drawing
that keeps guests interested
and allows you to capture
names for your mailing list.

• We provide an 8-ft banquet
table, tablecloth, umbrella,
and electricity. Need a little
extra help serving? We have
limited staffing support who
can help. Support will be
determined by a first-come
first-served basis.

Lauren Anderson, Events 
wiw@oaklandzoo.org

Max Schooley, Development Department 
510.746.7158  |  impact@oaklandzoo.org 

It was hard to rank the value 
of the benefits. Personally,  
I love the main event and the 
behind the scenes events. 
The business gets the most 
value out of the promotion 
and the promotional 
materials.

Stephanie Flasher 
Dashe Cellars

JOIN THE 29TH ANNUAL WALK IN THE WILD 
An Epicurean Escapade, Thursday, June 22
Showcase your cuisine or libations to 1,500 foodies while raising money for Oakland Zoo  —
a leader in animal welfare, conservation, and education. Oakland Zoo is committed to 
Taking Action for Wildlife. We are dedicated to conserving wildlife including providing 
emergency veterinary care for native California condors and mountain lions, educating 
people about human-wildlife conflicts with grizzly bears and wolves, and supporting the 
well-being of wildlife across the world.

Walk in the Wild is our signature ticketed event where guests sample cuisine from local 
top chefs and restaurants, microbreweries, and renowned wineries. With all this plus 
desserts and dancing under the stars, it is no wonder that this event sells out every year. 

1,500 restaurant-going folks will be in attendance excited about sampling your food and 
drinks. This is a unique opportunity to meet new potential customers incentivized to 
seek you out as fellow supporters of the Zoo. Your business will be recognized on our 
website as well as in event emails and the program. You will feel great about supporting 
Oakland Zoo, help. Support will be determined by a first-come first-served basis.
Almost one million guests a year come to connect to wildlife and nature.

BENEFITS & RECOGNITION:
As a thank you for participating in Walk in the Wild you will receive an invitation
to an event with exclusive animal experiences at the Zoo for up to 6 guests this 
summer, plus four free passes to our 2023 lantern festival, Glowfari.
(Some restrictions apply.)

Your participation in Walk in the Wild will be recognized on our website, as well as in 
event emails and the program. Your in kind contribution is tax deductible and there is
no fee to participate.

Sign up by April 24 to be eligible for a grant opportunity as a gesture of appreciation for 
participating in Walk in the Wild. Grant recipients will be announced ahead of the event 
and the grants will be distributed during Walk in the Wild.

Help us build the excitement and share this packet with your fellow small business owners! 

Register online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/WalkintheWild23

Call or email with questions. 
We look forward to promoting your cuisine or beverages. Ticket sales for Walk in  
the Wild will launch to the public on May 3 at $225 per ticket.
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2022 WALK IN THE WILD

I am glad to hear the event is returning as I have had guests who were visitors at the event come to my 
business and we reminisced about the Walk in the Wild fundraiser.
TINA FARMAN, WINE & DESIGN OAKLAND

BIGGE CRANE & RIGGING COMPANY
BLAISDELL’S BUSINESS PRODUCTS
BROWN & BROWN INSURANCE
CHAIN LINK FENCE & SUPPLY
CONCORD FEED & FUEL

DELTA DENTAL
ECONOMY LUMBER COMPANY 
OF OAKLAND
FENNEMORE WENDEL
FREMONT BANK
KAISER PERMANENTE

NOLL & TAM ARCHITECTS
OAKLAND A’S
OVERAA CONSTRUCTION
PG&E
REGIONAL PARKS 
FOUNDATION

SAFEWAY, INC.
THE CLOROX COMPANY
THE SSA GROUP
TOWNSEND PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS, INC.
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QUESTIONS? Contact Lauren Anderson at wiw@oaklandzoo.org or 925.819.1969

2023 WALK IN THE WILD
FREQUENTLY 
ASKED 
QUESTIONS
WHAT IS PROVIDED THE DAY 
OF THE EVENT?
We provide an 8-ft banquet table, tablecloth, umbrella, 
signage, and two chairs. We encourage you to bring 
additional decorations to make your station unique and 
exciting! You will be asked about additional supplies 
as part of the vendor registration form. Wineries and 
breweries are provided with water and dump buckets.

The vendor registration form covers initial details about 
your sampling station, supplied equipment, and basic 
event details. Specific setup details will be provided 
to each vendor closer to the event. Zoo staff will 
help transport your product and equipment to your 
assigned location with golf carts as needed.

Each guest will be provided with a reusable plate and 
wine glass.

WHAT IS THE TIMELINE?
Guests arrive at 5pm to enjoy food and beverages 
throughout the Zoo. At 8pm guests transition to 
our main entrance plaza and the attractions area 
for desserts and dancing while vendors breakdown 
their booths. 

WHAT QUANTITY OF BEER/ 
WINE SHOULD WE BRING?
Please bring enough to serve 1,000 sample pours (1-2 oz). 
Breweries typically bring around 30 gallons – 2 ½ bbl 
kegs. Wineries typically bring around 2 ½ to 3 cases.

WHAT TYPE OF FOOD SHOULD WE 
BRING FOR THE DINNER PORTION 
OF THE EVENT?
Please bring 750 bite sized samples of one of your 
specialties. Examples include: chicken and waffles, 
shrimp cocktail, flautas, empanadas, dumplings, fritters, 
pasta, ceviche, tacos, flatbreads, sandwiches, salad, etc.

HOW MANY STAFF CAN WE BRING?
Average staffing is 3 people.

DO I NEED A HEALTH/ABC PERMIT 
TO SERVE AT THE EVENT?
Yes, a copy of your permit must be sent to  
wiw@oaklandzoo.org prior to the event. You will be 
asked about additional equipment (Sterno/LPG, keg,  
CO2 tank, etc.) as part of the vendor registration form.

ADDITIONAL ADVICE AND TIPS:
• Holding a raffle is a great way to have guests join your email list. Prizes could include buy-one-get-one-free

entrée at your restaurant, free product, or other discounts/gifts related to your venue.

• Generate excitement amongst your followers by posting about the event on social media with our hashtags
#oaklandzoo  #walkinthewild, and our handles @oaklandzoo and @oakzoo




