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Conservation Society of California Oakland Zoo 
Annual Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

6:30pm to 8pm 
Virtual via Zoom webinar 

 
Arrival and Welcome:        Kristin Heller 
 
Welcome to our Annual Membership meeting.  We appreciate you joining us virtually tonight. The Annual Membership meeting is hereby called to 
order. 
 
Approval of the January 27, 2021 Annual Membership Meeting Minutes:   Dennis DeDomenico 
 
First order of business is to approve the minutes from our last Annual Membership Meeting on January 27, 2021. 
The link to the Minutes was provided ahead of the meeting, in accordance with the Brown Act.  The link to the Minutes can also be found via the Q 
& A on the webinar. 
 
Dennis DeDomenico hereby moved to approve the Minutes of the January 27, 2021 meeting, via public poll.  Nancy Clark seconded the motion. 
 
The Annual Membership Meeting Minutes dated January 27, 2021 were approved. 
 
Opportunity for Public Comment: 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Board of Trustees Report:        Dennis DeDomenico 
 
We are fortunate to have a number of community members who volunteer to serve as Trustees with the Conservation Society of California / 
Oakland Zoo, providing oversight, expertise, resources, and moral support for the zoo.  Our annual membership meeting marks the start of new 
three-year terms for some Trustees, the end of terms for other Trustees, and new leadership roles for Officers and Committee Chairs. 
The proposed slate for 2022 is shown on this webinar and was provided ahead of time on the Zoo’s website in accordance with the Brown Act. 
 
Approval of New Trustees 

a. Fiona Tang 
b. Jennifer Delaney 
c. Aarti Sabhlok 

 
Slate of Officers and Committee Chairs for 2022 

a. Patrick Sherwood 
b. Michael Bruck 
c. Jennifer Delaney 
d. Jennifer Fall Jung 
e. Marv Friedman 
f. Elogeanne Grossman 
g. Jessica Huard 
h. Brian Hughes 
i. Cathy Langridge 
j. Liz Ludwig 
k. Steve McCann 
l. Kevin Rodriguez 
m. Peter Ross 
n. Fiona Tang 
o. Lea Van Ness 
p. Aarti Sabhlok 
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We would like to propose a motion for our members to approve this slate of new Trustees.  Dennis DeDomenico seconded the motion.  We are 
again voting by poll, thank you for your participation and now that the vote has been taken and the Trustee slate approved, we would like to 
congratulate all our Trustees!  Thank you for your service. 
 
Two Trustees have completed their terms and we would like to recognize Trustees Jeff Marshall and Magnus Jonnson, who have given the Zoo so 
much of their time, energy, and resources.  
 
Approval of Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation: 
 
Approval of Section 9.2 of the Amended and Restated Bylaws of the Conservation Society of California. 
 
Members approved and seconded by Nik Dehejia. 
 
State of the Zoo Report:        Nik Dehejia - CEO 

Nik Dehejia shared with members that he has been working at the zoo for almost 16 years and has been lucky to raise his children at the zoo.  
Oakland Zoo has been important to Nik and his family for many years.  A place where many parents come with their children to enjoy and learn.  
Nik shared that his daughter is now a senior in high school and on her way to college with a deep interest in the sciences. For so many of you 
participating in the meeting today, the zoo has played an important role in your life and for so many more in our past one hundred years. What a 
proud moment for us this year.  We are not resting on our laurels.  Your zoo is launching forward into the future with big and bold ideas. 

Nik then touched on some of the accomplishments that the zoo and staff have achieved in the past year.  A few of the highlights will represent our 
work in animal care, conservation, and education and where we have impacted so many animals, people, and our community. 

Animal Care and Rescue: 

We have dedicated veterinary and animal care time to saving four mountain lions, eight California Condors, five hundred riparian rabbits suffering 
from a tragic disease in the San Joaquin River Delta, and thirty-three frogs endemic to the State and in need of our head start and re-release into 
the Sierras.  Without our work, and those of our conservation partners, these species would continue to decline.   

The partnership between our animal care and veterinary staff is critical as they tirelessly care for every animal, ensuring the best in enrichment, 
habitats, and medical care.  The welfare of our animals has and will always be our priority. 

Conservation: 

We will always be dedicated to conserving our planet.  From eliminating plastic in our membership cards by going digital, to hosting a monthly “No 
to Plastics” community effort in Oakland, eliminating plastic continues to be a priority and a message we want to carry forward in our community. 

We raised $400K for conservation programs broadly, a testament to the work that we are doing. 

Education: 

Working through our education programs with school groups and summer interns has been a priority of ours and we continued last year by 
reaching over four thousand children with engaging virtual programs and high school students as part of our PG&E Conservation Summer 
Internship program has been even more critical as we help to shape and learn from aspiring minds and future leaders. We were able to bring back 
many of our in-person education programs like ZooCamp at a reduced rate, so that we could be a safe resource for families. 

Climate Literacy Program: 

The challenges of climate change can be overwhelming, and it is important that we take a leadership role. This is one of the most urgent issues 
facing our planet.  Not just far away across the globe.  It impacts us here in California and in our community. We are proud to engage educators and 
youth in and around Oakland to deeply think about and develop solutions for the future.  We are striving for our young adults in our community to 
become thinkers and leaders on this challenging topic.  
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Volunteers: 

Our volunteers have done an amazing job.  54 thousand volunteer hours donated from our incredible docent and volunteer teams. Without them, 
we would not be able to reach all of our guests with animal highlights and exciting changes to learn from these incredible teachers. A brief video 
highlighting the Oakland Zoo Climate Literacy Program was shown to the meeting participants and reiterated the message that learning at the zoo 
is fun.  

COVID Update: 

In a challenging year of COVID we took a leadership role across the US in being the first zoo to vaccinate our animals against COVID and share that 
story publicly.  Our animals will always be at the forefront of what we do, and Nik was happy to report that we have not had any of our animals test 
positive for COVID. 

We implemented a vaccine mandate for our staff, volunteers, and docents.  

Illegal Wildlife Trade: 

Dr. Joel Parrott led the charge and Nik Dehejia is proud to continue with this effort.  50% of our animal residents are rescues, many of which are 
victims from the illegal wildlife trade.   

The Illegal Wildlife Trade is a major effort for the zoo.  Engaging and activating our community has been critical, an illicit trade worth billions of 
dollars and which harms thousands of species who are pulled from wildlife, killed for their body parts, and used for suspect medicinal value.  And 
many of these species find their way through the ports around the country, including the Port of Oakland. 

At the zoo, we launched a year-long campaign to provide education about illegal wildlife trade and to help our guests and community in taking 
action via their consumer, pet, and travel choices. Importantly understanding that if you want a pet, you need to research where the animals come 
from and what kind of commitment is necessary for the proper care and well being of these animals.   

Oakland Zoo has built a very close relationship with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, which ensures the zoo can often participate in 
finding homes for animals that get seized while being trafficked.  Nik Dehejia shared the history of a snake and an Ocelot who were victims of the 
illegal wildlife trade and were rescued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

We continue to work closely with our conservation partner ARCAS in Guatemala and the Oakland Zoo sent a team of volunteers to ARCAS in 
December to lend a hand for a week.  Be it here in Oakland or across the world, we will step up when we can.  

End the Trade Day: 

At the Zoo, we held an “end the trade day” last September.  A powerful and emotional day for many who brought ivory, animal fur, and other 
products that they wanted to hand over to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  These products will be used for research and education 
purposes to ensure they contribute to ending the trade.   

More recently with the news of a second season of Tiger King and the cub petting industry, we will always stand up for the rights of animals and 
against this industry that sees animals for entertainment and ultimately abuse.  

Nik shared with members as they think about the role in taking action, to please go to the zoo’s website and sign our pledge against the trade.  You 
can also find tips and advice as to what each of you can do to end the illegal wildlife trade. 
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Oakland Zoo’s Centennial – 1922 – 2022: 

We have so much to feel proud of as we celebrate our one hundred years in Oakland.  Nik shared with members that he is deeply thankful for our 
Board of Trustees, who have guided this institution over the years.  Nik thanked Dr. Joel Parrott – Trustee Emeritus - who has been a wonderful 
mentor to Nik Dehejia, volunteers and docents, who help our animal care, and veterinary teams, our grounds and horticulture departments, and 
many other areas of the zoo.  Staff, who tirelessly over the years have committed their time to build a better place and to passionately care every 
single day to make your Oakland Zoo a place of pride.  Certainly, a big thank you to our community of supporters and our guests over the years.   

As we hold numerous events in recognition and celebration of our Centennial Nik shared resources where they can find information on getting 
involved with our monthly Community Clean Ups, volunteers assistance with the launch of our new Heron Rescue Project in downtown Oakland, 
and other events. Our members stories are important, and we have received so many of them over the past months.  

Board Co-Chair Nancy Clark, whose great grandfather founded your Oakland Zoo in 1922 shared her story:  Nancy Clark  

Nancy Clark thanked members for being a part of this Annual Membership meeting and shared the history of her great grandfather started on a 
two-year expedition in Africa and how Queenie and Simba, African Lions, were the start of the Snow Zoo near Lake Merritt.  The Zoo moved from 
Snow Park to Durant Estate where the zoo is today, and John and Barbara Clark operated the rides and concession stands at the Zoo.  Nancy shared 
how her great grandfather’s legacy has evolved and made an impact on conservation and the illegal wildlife trade. 

Volunteers at Oakland Zoo:         Lisa O’Dwyer 

Lisa O’Dwyer – Assistant Director of Education and Director of Volunteer Services - shared with members how the zoo has flourished and survived 
with the help and assistance of our volunteers.  The Teen Wild Guides (TWGS) have returned, and the Horticulture volunteers are assisting our 
Horticulture Department on a weekly basis with various projects around the Zoo.  Our docents are back in full force, and we have also launched a 
new volunteer program called “GEMS” – Guest Engagement Volunteers. 

We are delighted to announce that the Volunteer of the Year is Olivia Ott. 

The Vice President of the Docent Council, Susan Forman, will be spearheading the Centennial Volunteer Campaign “Enhance that Habitat”.  We are 
thrilled to advise you that the Volunteer Centennial Campaign has the full endorsement of the Docent Board. Volunteers will be sent a link to vote 
for the enhancement project with the goal of 100% participation in raising $100K to get the project completed. Project choices are either a covered 
aviary so that our flamingoes get the option to fly in their habitat or a shelter structure for our giraffe that will protect them from the rain and sun.   

Closing Remarks: 

Thank you to our dedicated donors and trustees, our members and guests and we hope that you will visit the zoo again soon and help us celebrate 
our Centennial. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 

 

 

 


