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“Oaklanders for Oakland Zoo” 101 
Everything You Need to Know About the Oakland Zoo Ballot Measure 

 
 

FAQs 
 
What is it? 
The Oakland Zoo ballot measure is a means of raising much-needed financial support for 
Oakland Zoo. Through a parcel tax, the Zoo will be able to achieve the financial security 
necessary to continue its work, and to also expand upon programs and efforts around 
animal care, children’s education, and accessibility to the Zoo.  
 
Why is Oakland Zoo doing this? 
Two reasons. The first is to become financially resilient into the future. In the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it became clear that the Zoo needs a steady source of revenue to 
continue its basic operations. The second is the need to continue to evolve the Zoo into 
the future. Improved infrastructure for our animals onsite, helping the increasing numbers 
of wildlife in need, and providing more education and access to children are central to 
meeting that evolutionary need.  
 
What’s a ballot measure? And what’s a parcel tax? 
A ballot measure is a law, issue, or question that appears on a state or local ballot to be 
voted on by the people. A parcel tax is a tax that property owners pay each year. Since this 
measure will be on the Oakland City ballot, it’s specific to Oakland residents. It needs a 
majority vote in November 2022 to pass.  
 
If it passes, how much would the parcel tax cost be to Oakland residents?  
The tax would only apply to property owners in Oakland, not renters. For residential 
property owners, the tax would be $68 per year, or about $5.70 per month. And there are 
exemptions from the tax for low-income individuals (including seniors). 
 
If it passes, what’s the plan for the funds? 
The funds will go towards supporting four goals:  

1. Replacing old infrastructure for animals and improving fire safety  
2. Increasing capacity for wildlife rescues and providing sanctuary  
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3. Expanding nature and climate change education for children  
4. Increasing accessibility for guests with disabilities and free access to low-income 
families  

 
You can read the Zoo’s Investment Plan in detail at: oaklandzoo.org/oaklandersforOZ 
 
How does Oakland Zoo fund itself now? What will change? 
Currently, over 90% of Oakland Zoo’s funding is from admission revenue and donations, 
with just 10% from public sources. This is unusual for AZA-accredited U.S. zoos, which 
often rely on public sources like city-funded taxes for up to 30% or more of their 
operating budgets. This ballot measure would increase the public’s investment in and 
connection to Oakland Zoo, helping it to serve our growing community and changing 
world for years to come. Without this measure, the Zoo continues to lack financial 
resilience needed to survive another financial crisis due to closure, such as a natural 
disaster or pandemic.  
 
Why does this matter? 
Oakland Zoo has been a cornerstone of our city for the past century, and today it is visited 
by nearly 900,000 people a year. The Zoo’s work becomes increasingly relevant with each 
passing year as we recognize the need to protect and understand our climate-changing 
world and the animals we share it with. Through these funds, not only will the Zoo 
become financially resilient into the future but will also be able to broaden and deepen 
its work – with better care for animals, wildlife in need, and investment in environmental 
literacy for more children.  
 

Fast Facts About Oakland Zoo: 
• About 900,000 people visit the Zoo every year 

 
• The Zoo has rescued and rehabilitated many animals from wildfires and human-

wildlife conflict over the past years – including seventeen mountain lions and 
thirty-six California condors in the past four years alone.  

 
• Many of the animal residents at Oakland Zoo are rescues from the wild, confiscated 

from the illegal wildlife trade, victims of human-wildlife conflict, or from private 
owners unable or unwilling to care for them (i.e., Grizzly and Brown bears, Black 
bears, Mountain lions, Sun bear, recently passed tigers) 
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• Oakland Zoo has received many awards and accolades over recent years, including 

a Top 10 Award from USA Today and Top 30 Best Zoo Award from U.S News & World 
Report. 

 
• Through their Zoo-to-Community program serving Title 1 schools, the Zoo provides 

10,000 free tickets to low-income families and their children each year 
 

• Oakland Zoo has donated almost $2,000,000 to conservation partners working to 
save species worldwide and won a national conservation award for its ongoing work 
rescuing and rehabilitating lead-poisoned California condors from AZA (Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums) in 2017.  

 
• Many AZA-accredited U.S. zoos receive 30% or more of their annual budget from 

public funding.  Oakland Zoo currently receives less than 10% and has an annual 
operating budget of $24M.  

 
By comparison: Fresno Zoo ($10+M by sales tax) and San Francisco Zoo ($4M by 
City General Fund). National examples: Akron Zoo ($13M by property tax), 
Cincinnati Zoo ($6.5M by property tax), Denver Zoo ($10M by sales tax), Reid Park 
Zoo, Tucson AZ ($8M by sales tax), Oregon Zoo ($125M bond), Woodland Park Zoo, 
Seattle, WA ($12M by property tax), St. Louis Zoo ($23M by property), Kansas City 
Zoo ($14M by sales tax). 

 
 
 

 

 


