
oaklandzoo.org

A P R I L

UNPLUG FOR 
     THE PLANET 

GREEN TIP OF THE MONTH

YOU CAN TOO
T I P S  Y O U  C A N  U S E  A T  H O M E

UNPLUG your appliances when not 
in use to save energy and money on 
your PG&E bill!

SMART STRIPS are power strips that 
automatically cut power to peripheral 
devices such as printers, sound 
systems, satellite receivers, etc. 
when a main device like a computer 
or a TV is turned off. 

KILL-A-WATT meters will measure 
how much energy an appliance is 
using, and will convert that energy into dollars spent so you can 
budget energy efficiently! 

CONSIDER A SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT! 
You allow a solar company to install solar panels on your property, 
and then you purchase the power produced. This allows you to use 
solar power without the high overhead costs of purchasing your 
own panels. 

GET THE FACTS
40% of appliance energy used is being drawn (vampired) out  
of outlets when appliances are plugged in, but not in use.

Putting computers in sleep mode during the day can cut  
energy by 70%.

 Standby power use is responsible for 1% of global CO2 
emissions – 320 million metric tons per year.

Air pollution from coal shortens over 1,000,000  
lives worldwide.

WHEN YOU UNPLUG YOU ARE 
TAKING ACTION FOR WILDLIFE

Kibale Fuel Wood Project

Most electricity used in homes 
come from the mining and 
burning of fossil fuels such as 
oil or coal. The act of mining 
often threatens the habitats 
of many species we love. The 
more we save, the better for 
wildlife. Around the world, 
people are getting creative 
about saving energy. Kibale 
Fuel Wood Project (supported
by Oakland Zoo) works with 

people living near Kibale National Park in Uganda to find ways to 
save energy. Their solution? Creating fuel-efficient ‘rocket stoves’ 
out of clay and other local, easy to source materials. These stoves 
are low cost, simple to build, and cook food quickly with about 
1/3 of the wood used in traditional cooking fires. This adds up - 
8,921 lbs. of wood are saved each day, (3.3 million pounds per 
year!). Using less firewood saves the animals and habitat of Kibale 
National Park. Eco-briquettes are another brilliant idea. Made 
out of farm waste (such as banana peels and peanut shells) and 
industrial waste from tea factories, such as paper and sawdust, 
these eco-briquettes burn longer, hotter, and with less smoke than 
wood. If they can be industrious and creative, so can we!


