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OUR VISION: 
ENGAGING PEOPLE TO BE 
FULLY ALIVE IN JESUS.
Jesus made an amazing declaration: 
“I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.”

For Northland, our aim is to see 
the Life movement Jesus launched 
continue into the 21st century.

The scope of what He came to 
do is way more than inventing some 
religion and introducing a thing called 
church that happens in buildings on 
Sunday mornings. It’s a goal aimed 
at the renewal of the cosmos and it 
starts with us as His image bearers.

The Gospel enables us to dance 
as human beings to the glory of God 
— to do that in community, to do that 
in our culture, and to see salt and 
light unleashed by the church, not 
just by yelling orthodoxy at a culture, 
but by also demonstrating vibrancy.

Put simply: We believe the church 
is more than a place you come to 
on Sundays … it’s people. People 
fully alive in Jesus — not just lung-
breathing, heart-beating life, but 
abundant, thriving Life that can only 
come from Him.

“The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.” 
– John 10:10 (NIV)
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WELCOME
As someone new to Northland, I would like to share some elements and 
characteristics about the church that resonated with me as I discerned God’s call to Northland.

First, the mission of Northland caught my attention. Northland’s mission is “engaging people 
to be fully alive in Jesus.” This resonated with me because I believe it isn’t until we place our 
faith and trust in Jesus, as our Savior and King, that we become fully alive. In other words, Jesus 
awakens us and leads us to be who we were created to be and to do what we have been created 
to do.

Second, the people of Northland became a drawing point. Disclaimer: no one here is perfect. 
We are all imperfect, broken, and flawed people who are in the process of being made new by 
Jesus. However, Northlanders are loving and honoring. In a day of outrage, where love may be 
in short supply, Northlanders stand ready to share and show the love of Jesus to all people and 
every person.

Third, Northland is positioned and postured from her rich history to continue reaching and 
impacting Central Florida and the world for the glory of King Jesus. I am amazed at how God 
has used and is using the hands and feet, the ministries and missions, of Northland to bring 
flourishing to neighbors and nations.

In short, I am grateful for Northland Church and am honored to be her Lead Pastor. I would 
love to invite you to do what my family and I did over the last couple of months—to pray and ask 
God if he is leading you to join the Northland family and partner with her to fulfill the mission of 
engaging people to be fully alive in Jesus!
 
Blessings,
  

Dr. Josh Laxton, Lead Pastor

to Northland!
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Tori’s Testimony
LifeHope Childcare walks alongside 
single parents overcoming challenges to 
address the barrier of unaffordable childcare. 
Tori, a former LifeHope mom, found herself 
dealing with an incredibly challenging set of 
circumstances: Homelessness while pregnant 
with twins. 

Tori is one of four. Tori’s younger brother was 
passionate about football and was scouted in 
high school. He went to Clemson University. 
Tori’s mother wanted to move to South Carolina 
to support him. She extended the offer to Tori, 
but she chose to stay in Tallahassee since 
she was attending college, working, and had a 
boyfriend. 

However, Tori suffers from severe anxiety. 
Later, she decided to leave college and move to 
South Carolina. After three years there, Tori’s 
grandmother fell ill, so Tori’s mom decided it 
was time to move back home. 

Living in Fort Myers with her mother, 
grandmother, and two younger siblings, Tori 
got a part-time job, but with a car note and 
other small bills, she couldn’t contribute to the 
household financially. After months of tension, 
everything came to a head after an exchange 
with her mom. Tori grabbed her things and left. 
That was day one of homelessness. 

In the midst of this, Tori met the father of her 
twins. The pair started dating and six months 
later she got pregnant. Just a week after finding 
out she was pregnant, he got arrested for 
violating his probation agreement and went to 
prison to start a two year sentence. Due to his 
incarceration, he was only available via phone.

While homeless, Tori constantly feared for 
her safety, not knowing where to park her car 
so that she could sleep at night. Finally, she set 
her sights on an ER parking lot not far from her 
job. Soon came the holidays in which she spent 
thanksgiving and Christmas alone in her car.

“I don’t know what it was about New Year’s, 
but it solidified that I needed to make a change,” 
said Tori. “I remember reclining in my seat, 

bawling my eyes out, emotional 
from being pregnant, not 
being able to eat, and being 
sick. I remember seeing the 
fireworks in the sky and 
knowing that the year was 
ending and a new year was 
starting. I needed to do 
something. I didn’t deserve 
this.”

The next day she started 
looking at jobs in 
Orlando. Tori got a job 
and immediately 
started looking 
for places to live. 
She ended up at 
Redeeming Life, a 
maternity home 
in Sanford. 
Before moving, 
Tori called her 
mother. She 
laid it all on 
the table, told 
her she was 
pregnant 
and was 
moving 
the next 
day. 

“I 
was still 

BY KATIE CRAWFORD, COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
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Tori’s Testimony
in a fog. If God was speaking to me, I felt like I 
was in a space where I couldn’t hear Him,” said 
Tori. “You know when you go through one of 
those drive-thru car washes, you put your car in 
neutral, and it takes you through? That’s how I 
felt. I felt like God was saying, ‘Trust me, let me 
take care of this, let me guide you and I will not 
steer you wrong.’ I’ll never forget it.”

Tori was hospitalized at twenty-eight weeks 
pregnant. She had an emergency C-section at 
thirty-weeks. Tori’s 
mother came up 
after the birth to 
stay with her while 
the babies were in 
the NICU for nearly 
two months. 

“I was there 
every day,” said Tori. “I slept in the recliner, still 
recovering from my C-section. I did everything 
to keep me as close to my babies as I possibly 

could be.”
After the babies were healthy enough 

to come home, Tori started exploring 
childcare options when she found 
LifeHope. 

Tori was asked to leave the maternity 
home, which brought up a lot of anxiety 
because of her past with homelessness. 
But another LifeHope mom, Marie, 
invited Tori to stay with her. 

“The heart of our program is forming 
community,” said Melissa Rivera, 
LifeHope Childcare Director. “Most 

of these moms 
don’t have that 

community to 
fall back on. 

For another 
LifeHope 
mom to 
invite a 

LifeHope 
mom to 

live there, it was like, ‘Wow, that’s what this is 
about.’”

Tori was able to find a new job and a new 
apartment in March of 2020, then COVID hit. Tori 
was terrified about how she would pay her rent 
if she wasn’t able to work. That week, her boss 
called her and said they wanted to promote her 
to full-time, give her a raise, and let her work 
from home during the pandemic. 

“I’d never questioned if God was real, but 
everything played 
out crazily. How else 
do you explain?” 
said Tori. “How am 
I here from where I 
started, homeless and 
pregnant, and now I 
have my own place? I 

was just blown away.”
Tori is currently working with Habitat for 

Humanity to build a house for her and her twins. 
They are on track to be able to move in early 2023. 

“Even though all these blessings have come 
to me, and I’ve accepted them and been aware 
enough to hear them and be present for them, I 
still fall short because I’m human,” says Tori. “I’m 
gonna sin. I’m gonna make mistakes. He knows 
that. He’s still like, ‘You still have somewhere to 
go.’ He knows my heart.”

“God puts the right people in your place,” said 
Melissa. “Tori’s story is such a beautiful example 
of that. But it’s not us, it’s God forming these 
connections. With Tori, you can see God’s hand 
in placing people in the program every little step 
along the way. And that’s what we hope people 

see about LifeHope is these 
connections. To see these 

moms long after they 
leave LifeHope that are 

still connected, it’s 
moms that formed 
that community with 
each other.”

“I felt like God was saying ‘Trust me, let 
me take care of this, let me guide you 
and I will not steer you wrong.’”

Learn more about LifeHope Childcare  
at NorthlandChurch.net/LifeHope
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HOLY SPIRIT

BY LUCEE PRICE, CONNECTIONS VOLUNTEER

THE  

             & MEHoly Spirit  
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HOLY SPIRIT

In the twenty-eight years I’ve been 
attending Northland, growing in my walk with 
Jesus while simultaneously noticing where the 
Holy Spirit is at work has been a true JOY in 
my life. In my understanding, for many years, I 
thought that I had to invite the Holy Spirit into 
what I was doing in order for Him to be able to 
do His work in it. And while there is a semblance 
of validity in that invitation, I know now that 
the Holy Spirit is already at work in all my 
experiences long before I would have considered 
inviting Him in. Because He is already at work 
ahead of me, it is my call to be focused on 
noticing His prompting and then willingly joining 
Him in whatever that means.   

As a Connections Team Lead, many 
opportunities to notice how the Holy Spirit is at 
work come as I interact with the congregation 
walking inside the doors each weekend. My day 
always begins with a prayer like this: “Holy Spirit, 
only You have the wisdom and empathy I will 
need today. Help me be still enough in my soul 
to hear You calling me to whomever You put in 

THE  

             & MEHoly Spirit  
front of me. Let me not be distracted with the 
priorities I think I should have and instead trust 
Your will for my to-do list.” And while I admit that 
I falter in this focus regularly, I can tell you that 
He is faithful and keeps discipling me by giving 
me glimpses of His providence.      

An example of this came in early February. 
During Connections Weekend, I was scheduled 
to be at the Connections Team table in the foyer. 
Since two other volunteers were there, I decided 
to greet congregants at the door instead. In less 
than five minutes, a woman I knew from the 
past and hadn’t seen at Northland for well over 
a year came through the doors. When she saw 
me, she ran in, and we hugged. I asked how she 
and her family were doing, and she started by 
telling me her husband passed last year. She told 
me how rough it had been trying to grieve while 
navigating the huge changes in her life. She felt 
so very disconnected from people and isolated 
from a church family. As she had walked up 
the sidewalk that morning, she asked the Holy 
Spirit to show her one face she knew, and if that 
happened, she would know she would be able 
to reconnect with Him at Northland. And there I 
was. Through tears, we were able to share with 
each other how valuable connection with God’s 
people in a healthy church is for soul healing.  

Another example of how I’ve watched the 
Holy Spirit at work at Northland would be inside 
the Seminole County Correctional Facility. For 
over twelve years, I have volunteered with others 
on the Jail and Prison Ministry team to bring 
Northland worship inside to women who are 
incarcerated. Worshiping with these women 
inside the jail is quite an impactful experience! 
The depth of their cries out for Jesus’ healing is 
truly humbling and inspiring to witness. The Holy 
Spirit is powerfully moving in their prayers, their 
worship, and their tears. I never had to invite Him 
there, He was already moving, and all I had to do 
was join Him in His work and be open to doing 
whatever He prompted. Over the years, that has 
included prayers of salvation, baptisms, kneeling 
on the floor beside the chapel cross with hurting 
souls, and looking into the eyes of women that 
needed to remember they are completely loved 
no matter their past.     

The Holy Spirit is ALWAYS working, and these 
are perfect examples of how. Being a part of 
teams that welcome everyone to experience 
what the Holy Spirit is doing at Northland is life-
changing! It is truly my JOY to serve others so I 
can delight in how the Holy Spirit continues to 
change me and the lives around me.
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YOUNG DISCIPLES
Your Child’s  
Discipleship  
Journey 
BY RENEE CANTU, GRADE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR

We love our children. There is no doubt 
about that. We pour into them in the best ways 
we know how to, as parents, grandparents, 
aunts, and uncles. We try to teach them manners 
and kindness and, most importantly, about God’s 
love. But, have you ever stopped to consider 
that you are likely the very first to disciple your 
children? No pressure, right? Long before our 
children absorb their Bible school lessons, they 
watch us, learn from us, listen to our words, and 
see what matters to us most. Many life lessons 
and mannerisms are formed and learned during 
this time. We teach our children problem-solving 
skills, how to manage frustration, how to stick 
up for what they believe in, and how to share. We 
also teach them that Jesus loves them and that 
no matter how big the world may seem, our God 
is so much bigger. 

In Children’s Ministries, our focus is to come 
alongside you to bring the Bible stories that you 
read to your little ones to life. We teach them 
that these stories are real and that even as 
children, they have a voice given to them by God 
to share His love and grace with others. 

Did you know that children can disciple 
others, too? Long gone are the days of believing 
that our children should be seen but not heard. 
God uses our little ones to speak to their friends 
and family in ways that others may not be able 
to. Their pure, wholehearted love for the Lord 
can radiate from them, reminding us just how 
the Father wants us to come to Him. 

We want to nurture our children and give 
them the information they need to develop a 
strong foundation in the Lord and tools to use as 
they travel down their spiritual path. Children’s 
Ministries created a Young Disciples series here 
at Northland that helps do just that. This three-
part series guides your children through what 
may be three of the most important parts of their 
discipleship journey. Each step is designed for 
you and your child to take together in the form 
of mentor and student. Once a week, you attend 
class together and then enter into discussions 
during the remaining weekdays so that you 
maintain the role of lead discipler of your child.

Young Disciples 1: Journey to Baptism 
guides children in navigating the foundational 
teachings of Jesus and the apostles in a child-
friendly environment. It is designed to help 
children in grades two through five understand 
more about salvation, baptism, and other tenets 
of the faith. This five-week study concludes with 
a celebration of baptism.

Young Disciples Step 2: Journey to 
Communion centers on living as a disciple 
according to Jesus’ commandments in Matthew 
22:37-39. At the conclusion of this six-week 
class, you and your young disciple will have 
the opportunity to participate in communion 
together.  

Young Disciples Step 3: Journey through the 
Bible is a six-week class that will answer many 
questions your child has about the Bible: “What’s 
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in the Old and New Testament?” “How do we 
use the Bible?” “Why did God give it to us?” and 
more! This class gets your child comfortable 
navigating their Bible in a way that encourages 
them to learn and study outside of church. 

All three steps are fun and engaging and 
do not have to be taken in order. Each step is 
designed to be journeyed on independently 
and in any order that works for your family. In 
Matthew 19:14, Jesus said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
Amen! Let’s teach our children that they are so 
precious in the Lord’s sight that nothing can ever 
take that away from them. Let’s teach them that 
it is okay to have faith so strong that we know 
God will never leave us. Let us teach them that 
God forgives, and so can we. Let’s teach them, 
now, together!

For more information about our Young 
Disciples Classes, please contact me, your 
Grade School Administrator, Renee Cantu, at 
Renee.Cantu@NorthlandChurch.net. It is my 
honor and pleasure to walk alongside you and 
your family through Children’s Ministries!
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BY KATIE CRAWFORD, COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

In May 2017, Jack McMakin was recovering 
from a terrible car accident. He had been rear-
ended at a stoplight, which totaled his car and 
broke a vertebra in half. The accident happened 
two years after his wife, Jane, had died. 

After he recovered, his daughters decided 
their father needed to get out and meet women. 
He was, in their words, “too young and too good-
looking to call it quits.” 

The next thing he knew, Jack had signed up for 
three online dating sites. His daughters helped 
him craft the perfect 
bio, stating that he 
wanted to meet 
a woman of faith 
who lived within ten 
miles of his home — 
no players, fakers, 
drinkers, smokers, 
or cussers. 

The first several 
callers were from overseas. In frustration, he 
asked them, “What part of living within ten 
miles of Altamonte Springs, Florida, do you not 
understand?” 

Jack decided he’d had enough after the first 
three days, and he canceled his membership 
to all three dating sites. The next morning, he 
received one last text saying he’d received a 
match. He nearly deleted it without looking at it. 
But something told him that he needed to read 
this one. 

A NORTHLAND LOVE STORY

When Jack 
met Susie

The woman’s bio said she was a volunteer 
extraordinaire at her church, Northland. That 
grabbed Jack’s attention because he had been 
attending Northland for nineteen years.

Her name was Susie Davis. She had a list of 
qualities she wanted in a husband and a sticky 
note with a prayer for God’s protection stuck 
to her computer. She prayed she would meet 
someone from Northland, on fire for the Lord, 
with kids, who would love her and her daughter 
and accept her disabilities. 

Susie had 
also been in an 
accident. In 1988, 
she suffered a brain 
injury that damaged 
her speech and 
vision. When she 
was matched with 
Jack and saw his 
photo, she said she 

could see Jesus in his eyes. 
The two began texting. The more they talked, 

the more interested they became in one another. 
Soon after getting acquainted, Susie told Jack 
about her brain injury. She wanted him to hear  
her voice before the relationship progressed. 
Susie asked Jack to call and listen to her 
voicemail recording, then decide whether to 
pursue the relationship. 

Jack was certain his answer would be yes. 
Nevertheless, he honored Susie’s request. 

“Jack is more than I prayed for,” 
she said. “Mechanic, computer fixer, 

funny — but not funnier than me.” 
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When Jack 
met Susie

Before calling, Jack prayed, asking God if it were 
meant to be, to please give him ears to hear and 
a heart to give. He called her number, listened to 
her voice — and ultimately felt an even greater 
desire to meet her in person. The two made 
plans to meet for an ice cream cone. 

Jack fondly recalled their first date. The 
pair went to Coldstone Creamery, where they 
spent much of their first date laughing so hard 
that they couldn’t finish their ice cream cones. 
Afterward, they took a stroll around Crane’s 
Roost Lake beneath a full moon. The weather 
was beautiful as the pair walked around the lake, 
hand-in-hand. 

Afterward, they headed back to Susie’s 
house so she could show Jack a spring in her 
neighborhood. The scenery was breathtaking. 
Huge live oak trees formed a canopy over the 
entire area. Amid this serene environment, Susie 
led Jack to a circular area about thirty-feet in 
diameter, totally covered by the canopy of the 
surrounding live oak trees. 

In the middle of the circle, they were amazed 
to see a moonbeam cast down by the full moon 
above. They couldn’t figure out how it was there 
since the canopy should have been blocking the 
moonbeam. It was as if God was inviting them 
to dance. Jack pulled out his phone and played 
some music, and the couple danced under the 
full moon in a beam sent from God. It was the 
beginning of a perfect relationship formed by 
God.

The following Friday, Jack and Susie both 
served at a concert at Northland, the first of 
many volunteer opportunities they participated 
in as a twosome. A few weeks later, they 
exchanged “I love you’s.” Then, in December 
2017, they were married in the same dance circle 
under the canopy.  

Susie shared how Jack has changed her 
life. “Jack is more than I prayed for,” she said. 
“Mechanic, computer fixer, funny — but not 
funnier than me.” 

Susie was in a second car accident last 
year. As she recovered, Jack was by her side. 
He prayed with her, drove her to doctor’s 
appointments, and cooked and cleaned for her. 
Every day he asks her, “Have I told you today how 
very much I love you?”

Jack and Susie met with Tom Kemper, one 
of Northland’s Ministers on Duty, for prayer in 
January 2022. He was inspired by their love for 
each other.

“They are just the sweetest couple I’ve ever 
seen,” he said. “I’ve never seen anybody married 

for four years that much in love. It made me want 
to go home and kiss my wife!”

For the last four years, Jack and Susie have 
danced underneath almost every full moon. 
They’ve missed only a handful of these dances 
due to Susie’s accident. They plan to make them 
up, though, because God put them together 
under a full moon, they got married under a 
full moon and there was a full moon on their 
honeymoon. 

As dedicated as they are to their full moon 
dances, they are even more dedicated to one 
another and to honoring God, Who blessed them 
with each other. For those who know Jack and 
Susie, that number one focus on God is evident. 

“Their story is a story of two people coming 
together because of God and living the life that 
God wants you to live,” Tom said. “You can see 
God in them in the way they act. It’s a marriage 
from God.”
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Fruit
GLOBAL 
PARTNERSHIPS 
ARE SHOWING

One way Northland has participated in 
spreading the gospel around the world is 
through our Global Partners. Often these are 
local churches in different countries where 
partnering creates unique and strategic 
opportunities to engage. I want to share with 
you two partners and the work being done there 
to further God’s Kingdom. Plus, at the end, I 
direct you to watch a video from one more of our 
partners that was recently featured in service!

First is Pastor Robert and Rose Nabulere 
and their church, Miracle Centre Kawempe, 
in Kampala, Uganda. Pastor Robert is a 
visionary and developer of leaders. They have 
successfully built a high school and are currently 
building and raising funds for a primary school. 
We have been able to participate in the building 
of this school through directed missions funds 
over the years. We also have some faithful 
Northlanders are contributing above and beyond 
to provide hundreds of African Study Bibles. This 
school has created a Christ-centered and safe 
learning environment for 300-400 children from 
vulnerable villages and unreached areas.

Northland has also partnered with Pastor 
Robert to help train pastors in the four regions 
of Uganda. In the past, this has included sending 
pastors, staff, and congregants to participate 
in leading these trainings. Most recently, Pastor 
Robert has continued to lead in developing these 
disciplemakers. This year, in addition to the 
continuation of pastor trainings, we are coming 

BY MATT SHILES, MISSIONS DIRECTOR
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Fruit
alongside them to provide hundreds of African 
Study Bibles. This study Bible is considered the 
most diverse single-volume Bible resource ever 
created! It is described as God’s word through 
African eyes. Pastors who complete training 
will be rewarded with this incredible resource 
to deepen their faith and challenge their 
congregations. We are extremely excited about 
what this will mean for hundreds of families and 
future generations!

A second trusted and valued partnership 
is with IPM (Igreja Presbiteriana de Manaus), 
based in Manaus, Brazil. Known as the gateway 
to the Amazon river, we send short-term mission 
trips to join their medical mission boats who 

minister in the villages up and down the Amazon, 
Rio Negro, and Solimoes rivers. Practical 
medical care is given, home visits are done, 
and doors for spiritual care are often opened. 
Through the years, we have sent dozens of 
teams there and were even able to help purchase 
one of their medical mission boats! We look 
forward to sending teams again this year. In 
October of 2021, IPM experienced a crisis from 
the roof of their sanctuary collapsing. It was by 
God’s grace that it was during the middle of the 
night, so no one was seriously hurt or injured. 
They have been facing the monumental task 
of rebuilding. We have been joining them in 
prayer during this time and have been able to 

Top: Pastor Robert and Rose Nabulere of Miracle Centre Church in Uganda 
Left: Missions team in Manaus, Brazil with partner church IPM
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financially participate in their Project Nehemiah, 
which is the vision Senior Pastor Francisco 
had laid out to rebuild. We are also excited to 
continue supporting their leadership and pastor 
training, English camp outreach, and medical 
boat restoration projects. We are thankful and 
inspired by their disciple-making, outreach, and 
mission efforts.

Finally, longtime partner Pastor Adrian 
DeVisser in Sri Lanka recently shared a story 
through video during a worship service about 
how the Gospel spreads in the midst of severe 
persecution. I would encourage you to check 
it out on our website at NorthlandChurch.net/
Stories. 

Three partners are a piece of the work being 
done through the faithful tithes and offerings 
from both the past and present! It is an honor 
that our resources are able to be a part of the 
work God continues to do. To learn and engage 
more in this work, visit NorthlandChurch.net/
Missions. Northlanders are contributing above and beyond 

to provide hundreds of African Study Bibles. 
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Students at Miracle Destiny School in Kampala, Uganda.
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THEOLOGICAL 
INSTRUCTION 
THROUGH

Did you know that when you listen to and 
sing worship songs, you are learning theology? 
Worship songs provide theological instruction 
because they declare and describe who God is 
and what He has done. It’s up to the worshiper 
to discern what the song is teaching and 

whether or not it is theologically sound.
Many people choose music because of the 

style, beat, or tune. The words are secondary to 
the “feel” of the song. We can even enjoy popular 
songs when we don’t agree with or condone their 
lyrics. Alternatively, the message of a song might 
draw us in, but the music isn’t all that interesting. 
For example, there are some theologically rich 
hymns in the church, but the music is almost 

unsingable. When we find worship songs 
that teach truths about God AND have a 

melody that we can sing and a beat that 
we enjoy, the song can have a powerful 

effect on us and teach us truths about 
God.

I’d like to highlight a worship 
song that we often do at 

Northland and discuss what 
it teaches us about God. 
I’ve chosen “Way Maker,” 
written by Sinach, a Nigerian 
singer/songwriter. “Way 
Maker” was released in 
2015, and Northland has 
programmed this song in 
worship since 2019. 

Sinach, whose full 
name is Osinachi Kalu 

Okoru Egbu, states that 
Genesis 12:1-3 inspired 

her song. In this passage, 
God called Abram to leave 
his home country and go to 
another land that He would 
show him. Upon his arrival, 
God promises to make Abram 

MusicBY DR. TERESA MCCASKILL, 
CREATIVE STRATEGIST

AWARD-WINNING WRITER
WAY MAKER, SINACH
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We worship God according to  
His attributes.

In the chorus of the song, Sinach presents 
four attributes of God. We sing, “Way Maker, 
Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the 
Darkness,” and summarize these as descriptors 
of God: “That is who You are.”

These attributes are present in the story about 
Abram, who is later renamed Abraham. God is 
a Way Maker for Abraham, who travels from his 
home country to the land God prepared for him 
Genesis 12:1. God is a Miracle Worker when He 
makes it possible for Abraham and his barren 
wife Sarah to conceive a child, Isaac, in their 
nineties (see Genesis 17:1-19; 18:1-15; 21:1-8). God 
is a Promise Keeper who provides a ram in the 
place of Isaac, whom Abraham was prepared to 
sacrifice to the Lord in Genesis 22. As for Light 
in the Darkness, this perhaps points to a Person, 
born as a descendant of Abraham as the blessing 
to the whole world, Jesus Christ (see Genesis 
12:3 and Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38).  

The next part of the song invites us to take 
what we’ve learned about God and His activities 
and build our faith upon these truths. Sinach 
draws us into some statements of faith that we 
repeat as a sort of mantra:

Even when I don’t see it, You’re working
Even when I don’t feel it, You’re working
You never stop, You never stop working
You never stop, You never stop working

When we sing these lines, we declare what 
is true even when we don’t see it happening or 
feel like it will. Sinach thus invites us to step out 
in faith and believe God based upon who He is 
and what He has done. Sinach’s lyrics coincide 
with the kind of faith we read about in Hebrews 
11:1: “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not see.” This is 
the kind of faith Abraham had, and you and I are 
called to have it too. 

After unpacking her song, I feel confident that 
I can call Sinach a musician and a theologian 
who teaches us about God and what He does 
in individuals and the world. She strengthens 
our connection to the global church and shows 
us the value of being taught about God by a 
woman from Nigeria. Now it’s your turn. Why 
not take the the opportunity to dig deeper into 
the theology of the worship songs we sing at 
Northland and see what you can find!

into a great nation and states that all the peoples 
on the earth would be blessed through him. We 
know this promise came true because our Lord 
Jesus Christ was a descendant of Abraham (see 
Luke 4:34 and Matthew 1:2). 

Let’s look at some of the theology we can 
learn from this song and find out how it helps us 
worship God for who He is and what He has done.

Who is God?

Sinach begins by declaring that God is here. 
The Bible teaches that God is omnipresent. This 
means He is everywhere. God declares this truth 
to Moses in Exodus 4:14 when He says about 
Himself: “I AM WHO I AM.” God then instructs 
Moses to tell Israel that “I AM” sent him. When 
we sing the first line of “Way Maker,” “You are 
here,” we affirm that God is alive and present. 
He is with us. He is everywhere. This is why the 
angel Gabriel instructed Joseph, Jesus’ earthly 
father, to name the baby Jesus and call Him 
Immanuel, which means “God with us” (Matthew 
1:21-23). This is also why Jesus promised His 
followers that He would not leave them alone but 
would send the Holy Spirit, who would come and 
live within those who follow Him forever (John 
14:16). God is, therefore, here.

What is God doing?

Sinach attributes six actions to God as He is 
present among us:

He is:
        moving in our midst
        working in this place
        touching every heart
        healing every heart
        turning lives around
        mending every heart
        
With each line, Sinach helps us respond in 

worship to God’s activity and presence as we 
sing, “I worship You.”

When we see God in action, we will worship 
Him. This is a biblical response. David, the 
Psalmist, musing upon an unending supply of 
God’s mighty acts, asks whether anyone can 
“fully declare His praise?” In Psalm 109:30, David 
declares, “With my mouth I will greatly extol the 
LORD; in the great throng of worshipers I will 
praise Him.” This is why we must continue to 
share what God is doing in our lives publicly. 
Doing so invites others to join in worship and 
praise. God is active in our midst.
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THE 
MFUGE

Experience
BY STUDENT MINISTRIES PASTOR ROB HEMPHILL, 
WITH STUDENT MINISTRIES ASSISTANTS AJ PACHEO & JARRETT CONKLING

MFUGE (Mission) is designed to 
accomplish two goals: To give students a hands 
on mission experience while deeply challenging 
them spiritually along the way. The week is filled 
with a lot of fun, worship, and serving on various 
ministry projects.
 Students may find themselves working with 
children or doing sports ministry in a community 
center setting. There’s a painting/construction/
yard work track where they can truly roll up their 
sleeves or they might serve in a social ministry 
setting serving at local homeless shelters or 
nursing homes.

MFUGE began at Palm Beach Atlantic. I had 
just started at my first church in West Palm, fresh 
out of seminary. Several of my friends and recent 
classmates were staffing this new endeavor. 

Several times during its’ first summer at PBA, 
I was asked to fill in as a mission site leader 
for the day and help with program aspects at 
night. I saw firsthand the impact it had on other 
groups that came through that first summer. It 
was unlike any other camp experience at this 

time. Today, we continue to see lives impacted 
by the gospel in these cities and in our own 
communities when our students return. 

Student Ministries Assistants AJ Pacheco 
and Jarrett Conkling were greatly impacted by 
participating in MFUGE as students. Here’s what 
they had to say about their experiences. 

What first made you want to participate 
in MFUGE?
AJ: All of the testimonies I had heard from 
people who had already gone. My friends and 
older brothers had gone and told me it was 
something I had to experience because it was 
life-changing.
Jarrett: I first wanted to participate in Mfuge as 
a high schooler because I had the opportunity 
to go out of state and spend time with people 
who had my best interest at heart. Friends and 
leaders who cared about my well-being more 
deeply than just what sort of value I could bring 
to a friendship.
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Experience

How has MFUGE impacted your 
relationship with Christ? 
AJ: It really was a catalyst for me to take the next 
step in my faith. It pushed me out of my comfort 
zone and into places where I truly had to rely on 
God. And that has impacted me to be someone 
who wants to not only believe in Jesus but walk in 
His ways and spread the good news to others.
Jarrett: MFUGE changed my relationship with 
Christ drastically. It essentially gave me a practice 
field to go and love people in situations that were 
uncomfortable to me. It helped me choose the 
Holy Spirit’s nudging over the desire for my own 
comfort and safety. MFUGE gave me the chance 
to do these things with “training wheels,” as I had 
my friends and leaders nearby, encouraging me to 
push outside of what I was comfortable doing. 

What is one of the most memorable 
experiences you’ve had because of 
MFUGE?
AJ: Some of the most memorable experiences 
I’ve had at MFUGE have simply been serving 
alongside all of my friends and making 
relationships that are rooted in Christ. 
Jarrett: Choosing only one is a tall task in and 
of itself, but I would say the most impactful one 
was going out to our site in Greenville, South 
Carolina, during my second MFUGE with a sense 
of purpose and leadership. Striving to take what 
I had learned the previous year and apply it by 
jumping into the site with vigor and without 
holding back or letting my desire for comfort 
trump my love for the people around me.

What is it like getting to be on the other 
side now and see other teens go through 
the same experience you had?
AJ: It is amazing to see other students go through 
some of the same experiences I did when I was 
a student at MFUGE. Walking through situations 
and struggles with students who experienced 
some of the same hardships I had gives me 
perspective on how God worked in my life when I 
didn’t even notice. Nothing is more encouraging 
than watching students serve others, spread the 
gospel, and choose to put God on the throne of 
their own hearts.
Jarrett: It is both beautiful and frustrating! It is 
amazing to watch these kids grow over the years 
and learn the simple truths about the gospel 
through experience. Watching them take the step 
from knowing the concept to actually applying 
it and becoming doers of the Word and not just 
hearers is the biggest blessing. It is also beautiful 

to see the kids bond over the course of the trip. 
MFUGE is a foundational part of the DNA of our 
youth group as it teaches so well what it is like 
to love others the way we have been loved by 
Christ. So to see the kids apply that not only to 
the people we serve but also to other members of 
our own group is a true encouragement. However, 
it can also be frustrating at times as we cannot 
understand Christ and the joy that comes from 
pursuing Him for the kids. It is something they 
learn over time as the Spirit works and takes 
root in their lives. As leaders that love them, we 
have to let them come to an understanding while 
walking alongside them at MFUGE and here 
in Orlando as they contextualize their faith, no 
matter how long it takes. 

What’s one thing you would say to any 
teens who may feel hesitant about 
attending MFUGE?
AJ: For those who feel hesitant, first I say - I 
understand. I was hesitant too. There’s a lot of 
questions you want to ask and a lot of unknowns 
you are stepping into. But I would say this: JUST 
SIGN UP. God doesn’t need you to have all the 
answers or you to feel ready before he can work 
through and in you. If you’re afraid because you 
don’t have any friends going - trust me, you’ll 
make friends. If you’re worried because you are 
unsure how to tell others about the Gospel - we’ll 
help you out. It is only one week of your life. I 
encourage you to give that week to God and 
commit it to furthering His kingdom.
Jarrett: Just jump in! This kind of trip can be the 
perfect time to get to know other kids your age as 
they are also stepping out of their comfort zone. 
If you can trust the Lord enough to come on this 
trip, I promise it will not be something that you 
regret. Our team will always be there to help you 
as you figure out how to mesh with the group and 
how to make your faith in Jesus something that 
will change your life from the inside out! If you are 
still worried or hesitant, just contact me at Jarrett.
Conkling@NorthlandChurch.net. See you there! 

MFUGE High School Summer 
Camp is happening Sunday, 
July 10 through Saturday, July 
16. Learn more and register at 
NorthlandChurch.net/Students!
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WHY I WANTED TO 
VOLUNTEER AT 

Community  
 Art Connection

BY ANN DIAZ, COMMUNITY ART CONNECTION VOLUNTEER
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I retired last year after forty years of nursing, 
most of which was in Neonatal Intensive Care. I 
have a heart for service to the most vulnerable 
and have treasured walking journeys with my 
patients and their families. I know how difficult 
life has been for my former patients, but their 
lives have been so beautiful. Both their families 
and I have been so blessed to be a witness. 
They are determined to experience life to the 
fullest using the unsurpassed kindness in their 
souls. I did not know about the Community Art 
Connection until my friend and former co-worker 
Linda told me how much her daughter enjoyed 
attending. I did know her daughter, who was in 
my care as a nurse at one time with her sister. 
I watched this beautiful child travel through life 
with her family. She loved animals and dogs, and 
I took my dog, Mindy, to her celebration of life, 
and Linda told me how much her daughter would 
have loved that.  

I bought Mindy for my aging mother. My 
mother loved being a volunteer and chatting 

with people, and I suggested she train Mindy 
to be a therapy dog. 

She would have 
loved taking her to 
different venues and 

visiting with people 
while she shared the 
love of her dog. After I 
lost my mom, I decided 
I would honor her 
memory and train Mindy 
to be a therapy dog.

As God makes all 
things work together 
for good, these 
things came together 
to provide me the 
opportunity to serve 

at the CAC. When 
I retired, I lost my 
sense of purpose 
and waited patiently on the Lord 
to show me where He needed me. 
Linda and I met up a few months 

after I retired, and she said how 
much her daughter would have loved 

having Mindy visit at the CAC. I knew God 
was speaking to me through her, so I 
contacted Heather, and the rest is history. 
I feel so honored to serve in this program.  
The artists are such awesome people and 
most kind and gentle. Their hearts have 

welcomed our dogs and us into their lives, 

and we feel like family. Going there fills our souls 
with joy, and we can see how much the dogs 
mean to the artists. We are thrilled to help them 
get off to a good start in the day. All I have to 
do with Mindy on the mornings we come to the 
CAC is say, “Let’s go see your friends,” and she is 
at the door, ready to jump in the car.  We are so 
glad to be a part of Community Art Connection!

Community Art Connection is so thankful for 
the therapy dog team from Pawfection Dog 
Training. Our canine friends (and their handlers!) 
are an important part of our program. We want 
to thank Mindy and Ann, Ellie and Maggie, Angel 
and Christine, Gracie and Ann, Winnie and Kim, 
Cecelia and Emily, and Kenzie and Gwen for their 
faithful service, love, and encouragement! You 
make our weeks so much better!
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GOVERNING 
ELDERS
Danny Gordon
Chairman
407-937-1762
Danny.Gordon@
NorthlandChurch.net

Pastor Vince Taylor
Vice Chairman
407-937-1769
Vince.Taylor@
NorthlandChurch.net

Mike Kemp
Finance Committee Member
407-937-1765
Mike.Kemp@ 
NorthlandChurch.net

John Cortines
Human Resources  
Committee Chairman
407-937-1761
John.Cortines@
NorthlandChurch.net

Dr. Nick Maroulis
Human Resources  
Committee Member
407-937-1766
Nick.Maroulis@
NorthlandChurch.net

Chris Storms
407-937-1763
Chris.Storms@
NorthlandChurch.net

Owusu Amaning
Human Resources  
Committee Member
407-937-1764
Owusu.Amaning@
NorthlandChurch.net

CONTACT INFO
522 Dog Track Road
Longwood, FL 32750
NorthlandChurch.net 
Hello@NorthlandChurch.net
Main Phone 407-949-4000
Main Fax 407-949-4020
Northland Bookstore
NorthlandBookstore.com

Josh Laxton
Lead Pastor

Josh is a Tennessee native 
who has been serving the local 
church in vocational ministry 
for over twenty years. He has 
a B.A. in Biblical Studies and 
Operational Management, 
Masters of Divinity in 
Evangelism, and PH.D. in 
Missiology. Josh served as 
Co-Director of the Billy Graham 
Center at Wheaton College, 
Co-Director of Lausanne North 

America, and was an adjunct 
faculty at the Wheaton College 
Graduate School of Ministry, 
Mission, and Leadership.

Josh is passionately in 
love with King Jesus and 
committed to extending 
His glory throughout the 
world by proclaiming and 
demonstrating the Gospel.

Josh and his wife, Joannie, 
have been married for nearly 
twenty years, and have three 
children, Caleb, Ellie, and Luke.

DIRECTORY

FOLLOW US
@NorthlandChurch

NEW TO NORTHLAND?
Do you have questions about God, Northland, or 
anything else?
Fill out our digital connect card by texting “Northland” to 97000. 
We are here to answer questions, help get you involved, pray 
with you, sign you up to volunteer, or just to give you a virtual 
hug. Questions? Email Hello@NorthlandChurch.net or visit 
NorthlandChurch.net/New.

WORSHIP TIMES
ON CAMPUS AND ONLINE
Saturdays . . . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m.
Sundays  . . . . . . 9 and 11 a.m.

American Sign Language (ASL)  
interpretation is available at  
the Sunday 11 a.m. service.

ACCESS MINISTRIES 
We have programs and services for individuals with disabilities. 
Find out more at NorthlandChurch.net/Access.  
Questions? Email Access@NorthlandChurch.net or  
call 407-937-1828.

 Read more about Pastor 
Josh at NorthlandChurch.net/
PastorJosh or scan this  
QR code.
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CARE AND COUNSELING

Crisis Phone line
407-949-7187 

Oviedo Counseling Clinic
407-244-3308
oviedocounseling.com

Open Doors Counseling
407-900-3218
opendoorscc.com

Stephen Ministry
407-949-4013
Lynda.Wgmason@
NorthlandChurch.net

Minister on Duty (MOD) 
407-949-4000

Prayer 
Pray.NorthlandChurch.net

CONNECTING AT 
NORTHLAND

First Steps
Lauren Travers 
407-937-1787
Lauren.Travers@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
Text “Northland” to 97000

Belong & Grow Partnership 
Barbara Olsen 
407-949-7183 
Barbara.Olsen@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/
Belong&Grow

Volunteer Opportunities
NorthlandChurch.net/Serve

GROWING AT NORTHLAND 

New Believers/Discipleship
Barbara Olsen
Barbara.Olsen@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/
Disciples

Small Groups
407-937-1816 
Groups@NorthlandChurch.net 
NorthlandChurch.net/Groups

Classes, Studies and 
Ministries
Barbara Olsen 
407-949-7183 
Barbara.Olsen@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/
Ministries

FAMILY AND STUDENT 
MINISTRIES

Children’s Ministries
Bethany Durys 
407-937-0541 
Bethany.Durys@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/Children

Student Ministries
Student.Ministries@
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/Students

College & Young Adults
Bethany Durys 
407-937-0541 
Bethany.Durys@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/
YoungAdults

Access (Disability) Ministries
407-937-1828 
Access@NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/Access

LOCAL AND GLOBAL 
MISSIONS
NorthlandChurch.net/
Missions

Mission Trips
Matthew Shiles 
407-937-1768 
Matthew.Shiles@
NorthlandChurch.net
SomedayIsToday.net

Disaster Response
Judy Head
Judy.Head@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/
DisasterResponse

Prison and Jail Ministry
Matthew Shiles 
407-937-1768 
Matthew.Shiles@ 
NorthlandChurch.net

121Hope Anti-Trafficking 
Ministry
Meg Johnson 
407-937-0547 
Meg.Johnson@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
NorthlandChurch.net/121Hope

Homelessness
Thomas Denove
tmdenove@gmail.com
NorthlandChurch.net/
Homelessness

PASTORAL SERVICES

Baptism
• Infants to 5-years-old
 Pauline Hale
  Pauline.Hale@

NorthlandChurch.net
• Grade School
 Renee Cantu  
 407-949-4038 
  Renee.Cantu@

NorthlandChurch.net
• Adult/student
 Julie Meeker 
 407-937-1772 
  Julie.Meeker@

NorthlandChurch.net

Weddings and Funerals
Julie Meeker 
407-937-1772 
Julie.Meeker@ 
NorthlandChurch.net

PASTORS

Gus Davies
Interim Senior Pastor
Gus.Davies@ 
NorthlandChurch.net

Marshall Hall
Worship Pastor
Marshall.Hall@ 
NorthlandChurch.net

Rob Hemphill
Student Ministries Pastor
Rob.Hemphill@ 
NorthlandChurch.net

John Tardonia
Pastor, Care and Counseling
John.Tardonia@ 
NorthlandChurch.net
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CONNECT 
WITH US!
New to Northland?
Need prayer?
Looking for community?

TEXT “NORTHLAND” to 97000.


