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Introduction
to Advent
Advent, the season beginning four Sundays prior to
Christmas and ending on Christmas Day, has been
celebrated by the church for centuries. It is a spiritually
significant season of preparation and anticipation, of
celebration and wonder. For believers, it is the already,
but not yet. Christ has come, and we eagerly await His
return, but in the meantime we have a mission as His
church. We can participate with Him as He brings His
Kingdom to Earth as it is in Heaven. Let’s acknowledge
and celebrate His coming as we prepare our hearts to
realize His presence at work around and through us.
Advent began as a season of confession, a time for
discipline and repentance in the confident expectation
of Christ’s return, and a celebration of baptism for
new believers. The Council of Tours in 567 established
the period of Advent as a time of fasting. The same
council also proclaimed the 12 days from Christmas to
Epiphany a sacred, festive season.
Over the years, the Christmas season has become a
time associated with great joy. Perhaps that is why it
can be especially difficult for people going through
personal hardship, loss, or struggle. No other season
brings home in such a dramatic way the bittersweet
journey of life.
But regardless of our personal struggles, Christmas
can be an opportunity to intentionally focus together
on Christ’s presence and work in our lives.

How to Use
This Guide

The Advent
Wreath

It isn’t easy in today’s culture to keep the true meaning
of this holiday season uppermost in our hearts and
minds. There is so much pressure associated with this
time of year. It is our hope that this study guide will
help you keep Christ at the center of Christmas and
help you make Christmas a condition of your heart.

Consider using an Advent wreath as a focus for your
time together. Believers have used the Advent wreath
for centuries. It holds great symbolism for the coming
of Light and Life into the world. You can purchase an
Advent wreath or make one together.

This guide will provide a weekly framework for spiritual
conversations with friends or family. Each week you
will read together the stories of those who participated
in the coming of the Christ-child and consider how we
can participate in bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to
earth.
We encourage you to reach out to a friend or two, pick
a time to get together each week, and work through
this guide together. (This guide also can be a good
tool for families.) Mealtime often works well for these
discussions, and you can incorporate Communion if
you wish.

1

 ather evergreen branches and leaves, or use
G
colored paper to make your own.

2

Place four purple candles in candle holders in a circle.
You may use a circular foam base to secure them.
Place one additional candle (white) in the center.

3

Arrange the greenery in a circle around the candle
holders or on the foam base to hold it all together.

WEEK 1

NO NORMAL
LOVE
Jesus said—
“As the Father has loved
me, so have I loved you.
Now remain in my love.”
- John 15:9

If you are using an
Advent wreath…
Light the first purple candle.
This candle symbolizes
Christ’s love—the love that
caused Christ to leave Heaven
and come to earth in human
form to be the Redeemer of the
world.
Surely your goodness and
love will follow me all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.
- Psalm 23:6

Family Moment
Start your Advent season
with memories of previous
Christmases. For dinner, use
your best dishes because
who is more special than your
family? Keep the food simple
and kid-friendly. Prepare family
favorites and/or celebrate your
family’s culture. After dinner,
follow the devotional and light
the Advent candle. Ask your
family, “What are some ways
we can show God we love
Him? How care we show God’s
love to our family? Friends?
Neighbors? Others?”

What does it say?
Read together Matthew 1:18-25.
The coming of the Messiah is undoubtedly the event on which all of history
hinges. Together, look at Matthew 1:1, Mark 1:1, Luke 1:1-5 and John 1:1.
Each of the Gospel writers chooses a different starting point for his telling
of the Gospel story. Luke begins with the angelic appearances announcing
the birth of John the Baptist and Jesus. John goes all the way back to
the beginning—to creation and before. Mark skips the Christmas story
altogether. But Matthew begins with a genealogy, showing that Christ was
a fulfillment of prophecy, born to a specific people, a specific family, in a
specific time.
Joseph was one of those specific people. He also was born in a specific
time and to a specific task. Upon hearing the angel’s news, Joseph must
have realized both he and Mary would be judged by their community.
What action did he take as a result of God’s personal message?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Describe the unusual circumstances you have experienced this year.
Who has helped you this year remember God’s faithfulness?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean?

What does it mean for me?

What does Joseph’s willingness to risk his own
reputation tell you about his love for Mary?
________________________________________________________

Consider the last time you felt God pushing you out
of your comfort zone, or when you had to risk your
reputation for another person. What was He asking of
you, and what was your response?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
What action might you take based on what God is
telling you today? How could He change your life if you
were willing to obey?
About his character?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

How might the unexpected turns and twists of life this
year be setting you up to make a very meaningful and
unique contribution to the Kingdom?

About his faith and his love for God?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

How might the story have been different for Joseph if
he had not been willing to obey?

Our lives are a continuing fulfillment of God’s plan—
the plan that He ordained before the beginning of the
world. His plan will require us to step out and take
risks. But we can be assured that every situation we
face today is in His control and has a purpose for us
and for the Kingdom.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Prayer Focus
Thank God today for His great love for you.
Thank Him for the privilege of participating in His
story. Ask Him to give you a heart that is willing to
trust Him with your life, your reputation, and your
relationships. Look for a way to love someone today
as a response to God’s great love.

WEEK 2

NO NORMAL
JOY
Jesus prayed—
“I am coming to You now,
but I say these things while
I am still in the world, so
that they may have the
full measure of my joy
within them. - John 17:13

If you are using an
Advent wreath…
Light two purple candles. This
second candle symbolizes
Christ’s joy—that joy that
lights up the world and shines
through eternity.
You make known to me the
path of life; you will fill me
with joy in your presence, with
eternal pleasures at your right
hand. - Psalm 16:11

Family Moment
For tonight’s dinner, make
everything red and green—
the dishes (the Dollar Store
is a great place to go), the
decorations, and the food! You
might eat spaghetti, pizza, chili,
salad, red and green fruits and
vegetables, red velvet cake, or
Christmas cookies with red and
green icing and decorations.
After dinner, follow the
devotional and light the Advent
candle. Ask your family, “How
can knowing and loving God
give us joy?” Have each person
share something that brought
them joy this week.”

What does it say?
Read together Matthew 2:1-12.
Think of a special trip or journey you have taken in your life. Who were
you with? What did you do? Were there any risks involved? Was there any
change of plans or something unexpected that took place?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
What is something special that you remember from that trip?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
It is believed that the Magi, also called wise men, were priests and
astrologers, members of a chief ruling class of Persia. Theirs was
a world where magic was a form of religion. They spent their days
interpreting signs, stars, and dreams. If you have a map of the world,
trace their journey together from Persia (present-day Iran) to Bethlehem.
Their journey easily may have exceeded 1,500 miles. We often see the
Magi as part of the nativity scene, but that would not have happened
historically. Neither do we know how many there were. Perhaps because
there were three gifts we assume there were three wise men. They would
have traveled in a caravan, as it would have been a very difficult and
dangerous journey across the desert.
The geographic journey of the Magi was quite incredible. Possibly their
spiritual and cultural journeys were as well. Like many trips and journeys in
our lives, there must have been unexpected twists and surprises.

What does it mean?

What does it mean for me?

Why was King Herod so threatened by the question of
the Magi? What were the Magi truly seeking?

Like the Magi, our spiritual journey is also a journey of
geography. God will call us to follow Him— across the
room, across the street, across town, or even across
cultures. He will call us to engage in relationships and
get outside our comfort zone. Christianity is not about
us and Jesus; it’s about us and other people. The way
we engage others around us is a reflection of our life of
worshiping Jesus.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

What did the prophetic word in verse 6 promise?

Can you think of a time when you followed Christ in
spite of what seemed like great risk? What was the
outcome?

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

In what ways did the Magi respond when they
saw Jesus?

What signs are God giving you right now that He wants
you to step out and follow Him? What are the things that
most quickly stand in your way, keeping your heart from
being willing?
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Who is traveling with you on your life journey, and how
might he or she make both starting and finishing the
journey possible?

How are you in awe of Jesus today? How might
Christ inspire you in a similar way today with those
around you?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Additional resource:
“The Journey of the Magi,” by T.S. Eliot

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Prayer Focus
Ask Christ to give you a heart that is willing to follow
Him, and to help you see the signs around you today
indicating where He is working and where He would
lead you.

Joy to

the World!

the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart
prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing.
Isaac Watts, 1719

WEEK 3

NO NORMAL
PEACE
“Blessed is the king who
comes in the name of the
Lord!” “Peace in heaven
and glory in the highest!”
- Luke 19:38

If you are using an
Advent wreath…
Light three purple candles. This
third purple candle symbolizes
Christ’s peace—the peace that
passes understanding, the
peace that sustains His church.

What does it say?
Read together Luke 1:26-38.
From our distance in history, it might be easy to miss the tension in
Mary’s situation. She was probably about 15 years old at the time the
angel appeared to her. Surely nothing in her life has prepared her for this.
She wasn’t trained in the royal court or a theological school. She was
a young, virtuous girl living a typical first-century life in Nazareth. Mary
was in the middle of one of the biggest transitions in her life making
preparations for her marriage. Yet God in His wisdom decreed that she
would be a central figure in the most remarkable event in history. He
decided, based only on His will, that she would be uniquely favored.
What does Scripture tell us Mary was thinking and feeling as the angel
delivered his message to her?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Love and faithfulness meet
together; righteousness and
peace kiss each other.
- Psalm 85:10

Family Moment
It’s time to celebrate Jesus’
birthday! Bake and decorate a
cake, decorate with birthday
decor, and serve a favorite
family birthday meal. After
dinner, follow the devotional
and light the Advent candle.
Ask your family, “What keeps
you from having peace in your
life? What is one practical step
you can do to bring peace into
that situation? What is one way
you can reflect peace to those
around you?”

What questions did Mary ask? What does her final response to the angel
reveal about her heart?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean?

What does it mean for me?

Mary had no time to clear her schedule. She was not
able to pause for clarity. What mixed feelings must
she have had about her blessing and her burden?
How much was God asking of her?

While Mary must have known all the promises about
the coming Messiah, she was no doubt unprepared
for just how personal the coming of the Messiah was
to be for her. How personal is His coming to you?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

What does it tell you about God and this message that
He sent the angel to make this announcement to Mary?

Like Mary, we are often more perplexed by the fact
that God can and does want to work through us. Like
those before us, we stand in a long line of people that
God engages. Where might God want to engage you?
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Think of all the excuses Mary could have offered!
What do her responses tell you about her heart and
her openness to God’s will for her life?
________________________________________________________

One of the most effective ways Satan keeps us from
serving God is by convincing us that we are of noaccount and God can never use us. Where is overanalysis or fear sabotaging your faith today, keeping
you from believing in God’s perfect timing?
________________________________________________________

How could you clear the path in order to surrender
everything to God? Where are you waiting for clarity,
or giving excuses, in order to hold back?

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
How could you move ahead today into a deeper level of
relationship with Christ and a new place in His story?
What does it tell you about her trust?
How does Mary’s faith serve as an example to you?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Prayer Focus
Thank God for the ways He has used you.
Pray for a willing heart and His peace as you
continue to follow Him.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of Your g

Hosanna in t

The Book of Common Worship

glory.

the highest.

WEEK 4

NO NORMAL
HOPE
In His name, the nations
will put their hope.
- Matthew 12:21

If you are using an
Advent wreath…
This fourth purple candle
symbolizes Christ’s hope—the
Hope that is already fulfilled
through the work of Jesus on
the cross.

What does it say?
Read together Luke 2:8-20.
Have you ever participated in a Christmas play, as a child or an adult?
Did you volunteer or get volun-told? What part did you play?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

For you have been my hope,
Sovereign Lord, my confidence
since my youth. - Psalm 71:5

God skillfully arranged all the participants in the scene around the
manger that first Christmas. The account of the shepherds is an
unforgettable part of that story. Consider their lives for a moment.
These men were not out in the fields working for a few hours, covering
their shift with the flock. Scripture says they lived in the field. Certainly,
their nights often were interrupted by the appearance of wild animals
looking for a meal. But in this scene, the interruption was like no other.
On a scale of 1 to 10, how open to interruptions would you say they were
from this account?

Family Moment

_____________________________________________________________________________

Remember the shepherds
spreading the good news by
having a dinner of foods you
“spread” (or dip) such as cheese
fondue, hummus, guacamole,
fruit dips, cheesy bread, chicken
salad, or even peanut butter
and jelly! Or, choose foods from
Biblical times: pita or flatbread,
olive oil dip, cheese, figs, nuts,
hummus, and yogurt. (Recipes
at CookingWithTheBible.com).
Sit on the floor and eat by
candlelight. Eat from a wooden
cutting board or bowls and
without utensils.
After dinner, follow the
devotional and light the Advent
candles. Ask your family,
“What are you hopeful for
this Christmas? How can you
bring hope to someone this
Christmas?”

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
New parents often send out birth announcements to share their joy at
the arrival of a child. But Jesus’ birth announcement trumped them all.
Though it was His Father’s plan to send Him into the world with little
acclaim, wealth, or power, He couldn’t fail to pronounce the arrival of
His Son, the long-expected Savior. Look again at the instructions the
shepherds received from the angels in verses 10-14.
Bethlehem was a very small, obscure village. On any given night, it would
have been unusual if two babies had been born. They both might even
have been wearing swaddling clothes, but there would not likely have
been two babies wearing swaddling clothes and born in a manger. What
specific things did the angels tell them to look for so they would know
the child when they found Him?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean?

What does it mean for me?

Following Jesus is not an idea; it is a real
commitment, an intentional choice to be open
moment by moment to following Him. The shepherds
left their flocks and immediately followed the
angels’ instructions. Surely this night changed
their lives forever. What does their response to this
announcement tell you about their hearts and their
willingness to obey?

Describe a time in your life when it was clear God
was interrupting your life for His purposes. Did you
see it coming?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

What were you doing, and what made it a perfect time
and place for Him to get your attention?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
How about today: In what areas of your life is God
trying to get your attention in order to give you a
new direction?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
How could focusing on Him in a new way give you a
different role in His Kingdom?

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
What changes, even simple ones, could you make in
your life or your schedule in order to have a greater
capacity for hope to share with others?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Prayer Focus
Ask God to make you open to following His latebreaking news today. Ask Him to show you whom
you can share His hope and good news with in order
to build the Kingdom.

“For outlandish creatures like us,
on our way to a heart, a brain, and
Bethlehem is not the end of our jo
but only the beginning—
not home but the place through
which we must pass if ever
we are to reach home at last.”
― Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat

d courage,
ourney

WEEK 5

NO NORMAL
CHRISTMAS
Today in the town of David
a Savior has been born to
you; He is the Messiah,
the Lord. - Luke 2:11

If you are using an
Advent wreath…
Light the white candle in the
center. It is called the Christ
candle. This candle symbolizes
the coming of the Light of
the world and the light of His
Church in the world.

What does it say?
Read together Luke 1:39-45 and Luke 2:16-20.
The birth of any human is certainly a spectacular miracle. There is no
normal birth. This remarkable experience invites family and friends to
celebrate the beauty of creation. You may recall from last week’s reading
that Mary and Elizabeth were related to each other.
Describe Mary’s activity from Luke 1:39-45.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

What does Scripture say she did?
_____________________________________________________________________________

When Jesus spoke again to the
people, he said, “I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

Family Moment
Start a new tradition! Traditions
give us something to look
forward to each year and they
help us know what to expect.
Find a balance between some
old traditions and your family’s
new traditions. For some
families, the Christmas meal is
a big event. For other families,
meals are simple and preprepared. Even Chinese take-out
can become a family tradition!
Whatever you do, include
everyone in the preparation and
make it, truly, a family meal. After
your meal, follow the devotional
and light the Advent candles.
Ask your family, “What gift can
you give to Jesus?”

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
With the words of the angel still ringing in her ears, Mary raced to see the
one person who could offer counsel and comfort as a fellow participant
in this miracle.
From Elizabeth’s perspective, Mary’s visit was warmly welcomed, and
she responded with joy. Elizabeth and Mary shared an unbreakable
bond because their kinship extended beyond blood to the matters of the
heart. God knew they needed each other, and God graciously provided.
No doubt sharing this time together brought them great love, joy, peace,
and hope. God often brings people into our lives from unexpected places
during unique times of need.

What does it mean?

What does it mean for me?

Why do you think God chose someone close to Mary
to play a significant role in her life?
________________________________________________________

Can you think of a time when you waited a long
time for something to happen? How did it feel when
the time finally arrived? Who were the people God
arranged to be around you during this time?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

How many things can you think of that made
Elizabeth the perfect person to come alongside Mary
during this difficult time?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Most expectant mothers feel that their babies take a
long time to arrive, and Mary was likely no exception
as she waited for Jesus to be born. In addition to
the waiting, she endured the unexpected trip to
Bethlehem. Still, she treasured all these things. What
do you think it was like for her when her baby was
finally born, and the shepherds came and found
them? When the shepherds told them about the
angels’ appearance to them?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Scripture says Mary treasured all these things. What
does that tell you about the joy she had in each
moment? About her awareness of God’s presence in
working at each stage?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Looking back, what part in Mary’s journey do you find
most memorable? Why?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

In our culture, we look at time as being linear—from
Point A straight to Point B. But the Hebrews looked
at time as being cyclic, as being a repeated process.
There are applications for that here as we look at the
themes of grace and hope through history. God’s grace
is a very present reality rooted in both a past action
(the birth of Jesus), a future reality (eternity with our
Creator), and a real-time presence right here today.
One of the beautiful truths about the coming of the
Messiah is that His coming wasn’t just once and done.
The fulfillment of the promise of a Savior for the world
is both already and not yet. He has come, He will
return, and yet He is with us now.
We spent so much of our lives waiting for “the next
big thing” that we often miss the joy and fulfillment
of things in the present. God has arranged the world
in such a way that every moment is pregnant with
purpose. When He calls us to something, He calls
others to grow through the experience with us. Who
are the people in your life who keep you aware of
what God is doing? Who are those who increase your
strength and joy so you have more strength and joy
to share with others? Call one of them today— on
Christmas Day! Thank them for being on this journey
with you.

Prayer Focus
Ask God to make you aware of His presence in
your life at each moment. Ask Him to give you a
perspective of His purpose and work in your life in
the past, present, and future of the already and not
yet.

The Lord will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with chi
and shall bear a son,
and shall name Him Immanuel

God is with
Isaiah 7:14

ild

h us.

DO YOU NEED

FAMILY ACTIVITY ID

THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON?
“When You Were Born” Activity
Pull out old baby books,
pictures, and videos and
share the birth story of
each family member. Also
bring out any saved baby
blankets, clothes, toys,
books, etc. Talk about
the preparation that went
into getting ready for a new baby and the
excitement that was felt by the family.

“Words” Activity
Give each person a small pad of sticky notes
and a pen. Designate a wall or other space
to post the notes. Give your family 1 minute
to write one word per note that pertains to
Christmas and stick the notes on the wall.
Younger children can draw pictures or give
them 1 minute before the family and help
them write their notes. See how many words
your family can get on the wall. Afterward,
read the words and talk about why they make
them think about Christmas.

“Clouds and Stars” Activity
Take a moment to be still. Grab a blanket or
a couple of chairs, lean back, and look at the
sky, both during the day and at night. During
the day, watch the clouds and imagine what it
might look like for Jesus to come down from
the clouds to take those who love and trust Him
to be with God forever. Praise God for using
all of creation, like the sky, to remind us of His
greatness. At night, look at the stars. Imagine
what it might look like with a big, new star in it,
like the one God put in the sky the night Jesus
was born, or what it might look like filled with
angels singing about how great God is.

“All Present” Activity
Watch a family-friendly
Christmas movie together.
Pop popcorn or purchase
some boxes of movie
candy.
Make a promise to be “all
present”—–no cell phones,
no trips to the laundry
room, and no distractions.

DEAS

Here are some fun ideas that you can
do together as a family this Christmas
season. Try to do one every week!

“Clouds and Stars” Activity
“Spread the News” Activity
Choose a way your family can spread the news
of Jesus’ birth. Make or purchase a gift, make
and send a card, give a gift of service, or invite
someone to join you at church.

As a family, bring joy
to someone by giving
them a gift that you’ve
purchased or made.
Donate food to the
food pantry. Provide
dinner for someone
who is sick or alone.

Send Christmas cards, praying for the people
to whom you send cards.
Create a paper chain writing the name of each
person you are praying for on a link.
Take a walk or drive to see Christmas lights
and decorations.

“The birth of Jesus” Activity

“When You Were Born” Activity

Choose simple things that help your family
celebrate Jesus’ birth: the Advent wreath,
family nights, special meals or desserts,
scents, music, articles of clothing, activities,
or just stopping your normal busy schedule
and being together at home. Act out the
Christmas story. Make simple costumes for
each person. A ring of silver or garland can
be an angel’s halo. A strip of cloth can be a
shepherd’s headpiece. Robes, t-shirts with rope
belts, or long pajama shirts can make for quick
costumes.

Watch family home
movies or look at photos.
Choose a favorite family
activity to do together. It
might be a puzzle that will
last the month, a game,
or a read-aloud book. For
a service project, donate
gently used toys, books,
and clothes.

Pre-order online at
TheArtisansKitchen.com

Mention this coupon and receive

10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE
Offer expires 12/27/20

Northland Bookstore

20% off your entire purchase!
(Excludes already discounted, clearance and Lifeway product)
Offer expires 12-27-20

Purchase tickets to these events online at
NorthlandChurch.net/Events

NUMBERS

COVID BY THE

2020 sure has been ONE WILD
YEAR! As we embark on these
last several weeks of 2020,
join us in looking back on some
of the numbers from this year!
			 261
			
			

Days since COVID-19 hit as of
November 29, 2020.

			

Connection online sessions.

		
			 262 Enrollments for Community Art
		
			
13

Children’s baptisms

		
							150 Students participated in our virtual

							Vacation Bible School: ScoutAbout and...

							2 KIDS CAME TO KNOW CHRIST!
551
Facebook devotionals streamed live.

							10 Students attended 5th-grade virtual
							graduation ceremony

							23 discipleship groups were formed to

							study Robert Coleman’s book, Master Plan
							
of Evangelism, equaling 187 participants.

1

CAC has written and recorded song and
released a news broadcast show called
“The Regulars.”

88

Live Access Ministry events with an
average view count of about

193

16 Different classes are offered by

Access Ministries during the week,
including a “Fun For All” class everyday
at 4pm on Facebook live
Our counseling team has provided over

3,574

Telehealth counseling sessions to

346

unique clients.

670,900

Page views on our website

700K

$35,797 raised and 105 bins of food
collected for those financially impacted
by COVID-19.

Our videos on our Facebook page were
watched for a total of

1,269,444 minutes.

Video views of our weekend worship
services, sermons, highlights, and more.

60

Children’s Church virtual gatherings

And finally...over

28 gallons of hand sanitizer used!

DIRECTORY

New to Northland?

Do you have questions … about God, Northland or anything else?
Fill out our digital connect card by texting “Northland” to 97000.
We are here to answer questions, help get you involved, pray with you,
sign you up to volunteer, or just to give you a virtual hug.
Questions? Email Hello@NorthlandChurch.net or
visit NorthlandChurch.net/New.

Worship Times

Follow us

LONGWOOD and NORTHLANDCHURCH.NET

@NorthlandChurch

Saturdays. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 p.m.
Sundays . . . . . . . . . . 9 and 11 a.m.
Spanish interpretation is available at the
Sunday 11 a.m. service.
American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation
is available at the Sunday 11 a.m. service.

Access Ministries
We have programs and services for individuals with disabilities. Find out more
at NorthlandChurch.net/Access. Details: Heather Subbert at 407-937-1828 or
Heather.Subbert@NorthlandChurch.net

Gus Davies,
Interim Senior
Pastor

had opportunities to continue ministry in Deland, he
and Jeneba were reminded of Colossians 1:28-29 and
decided to return to Sierra Leone.
In Sierra Leone, Pastor Gus served as the National
Director of Youth for Christ and as national pastor and

Pastor Gus was born in

church leader at a local Presbyterian Church. He and

Sierra Leone, West Africa.

Jeneba planted three other churches around the city.

His foundational years of
discipleship commenced after

Pastor Gus and his family returned to Florida in 1996,

he trusted Christ at a Youth For Christ rally. He and his

after the outbreak of the civil war in Sierra Leone. The

wife, Jeneba, have been partners in the ministry since

warm welcome they received from Northland assured

their marriage in 1984—Colossians 1:28-29has been their

them that this was the body of believers they would call

goal for life and ministry.

home. While at Northland, Pastor Gus has served in
numerous roles.

Pastor Gus and Jeneba earned scholarships to
receive their masters in Christian Education at Reformed

Most recently, Pastor Gus was appointed Interim

Theological Seminary. While in America, their first

Senior Pastor, beginning July 1, 2020. Pastor Gus

daughter was born. After moving back to Liberia when

believes this role will strengthen and stretch him. He

the program was done, their second daughter was born.

longs to finish strong with a legacy that Jesus is building

He and Jeneba both taught courses at the African Bible

His Church at Northland and beyond with the people He

College.

redeemed. He desires to see the fruit that abides in His

Pastor Gus and his family returned to America for
a year to assist at a church in Deland. Although he

Kingdom for His glory as we continue to worship, witness,
and declare His Name.

Contact Info

Whom Do I Contact If :

Longwood, FL 32750

I am in crisis?
Northland’s main line. . . . . 407-949-4000

530 Dog Track Road

NorthlandChurch.net
Hello@NorthlandChurch.net
Main Phone . . . . . . . . 407-949-4000
Main Fax . . . . . . . . . .  407-949-4020
Northland Bookstore 407-949-7199

Governing Elders
Danny Gordon
Chairman
407-937-1762
Danny.Gordan@NorthlandChurch.net
Pastor Vince Taylor
Vice Chairman
407-937-1769
Vince.Taylor@NorthlandChurch.net
Mike Kemp
Finance Committee Member
407-937-1765
Mike.Kemp@NorthlandChurch.net
John Cortines
Human Resources
Committee Chairman
407-937-1761
John.Cortines@NorthlandChurch.net
Dr. Nick Maroulis
Human Resources
Committee Member
407-937-1766
Nick.Maroulis@NorthlandChurch.net
Chris Storms
Chris.Storms@NorthlandChurch.net
Owusu Amaning
Owusu.Amaning@NorthlandChurch.net

I would like to talk to a minister?
Minister on Duty (MOD). . .  407-949-4000
I want to seek counseling?
Counseling referral line. . . . 407-949-7204
I have a prayer request?
Prayer request line. . . . . 407-949-4025 or
Pray.NorthlandChurch.net
I need the Hospital Ministry to pay a visit?
Hospital Ministry Team. . 407-949-7149 or
HospitalVisits@NorthlandChurch.net
I am interested in a Care Ministry?
Barbara Olsen. . . . . . . . .  407-949-7183 or
Barbara.Olsen@NorthlandChurch.net
I want to become a member?
Barbara Olsen. . . . . . . . .  407-949-7183 or
Barbara.Olsen@NorthlandChurch.net
I have accepted Christ into my heart and wish to
be baptized?
(Infants to 5-years-old)
Diane Jones.Diane.Jones@NorthlandChurch.net
(Grade School)
Debbie Blahnik. . . . . . . . . 407-949-7162 or
Debbie.Blahnik@NorthlandChurch.net
(Adult/student)
Julie Meeker. . . . . . . . . . . 407-937-1772 or
Julie.Meeker@NorthlandChurch.net
I need info about Student Ministries?
Alex Anderson . . . . . . . .  407-949-7295 or
Student.Ministries@NorthlandChurch.net
I need info about Children’s Ministries?
Debbie Blahnik. . . . . . . . . 407-949-7162 or
Debbie.Blahnik@NorthlandChurch.net

I am interested in Mission Trips?
Matthew Shiles. . . . . . . . . 407-937-1768 or
Matthew.Shiles@NorthlandChurch.net;
or visit SomedayIsToday.net
I want to serve at Northland?
The Connect Team. . . . . 407-949-4000 or
Volunteer@NorthlandChurch.net
or visit NorthlandChurch.net/Serve
I want to get involved in a serve project?
Matthew Shiles. . . . . . . . . 407-937-1768 or
Matthew.Shiles@NorthlandChurch.net
I am getting married?
Pastor Nathan Clark. . . . 407-949-4016 or
Nathan.Clark@NorthlandChurch.net
I need to plan a funeral?
Julie Meeker. . . . . . . . . . . 407-937-1772 or
Julie.Meeker@NorthlandChurch.net
My family is living with disability?
Heather Subbert. . . . . . . . 407-937-1828 or
Heather.Subbert@NorthlandChurch.net
I need information on jail/prison transition
ministries?
Matthew Shiles. . . . . . . . . 407-937-1768 or
Matthew.Shiles@NorthlandChurch.net
I need information on 121Hope Anti-Trafficking
Ministry?
Meg Johnson . . . . . . . . .  407-937-0547 or
Meg.Johnson@NorthlandChurch.net
I want to start/join a group?
Bethany Durys. . . . . . . . .  407-937-0541 or
Groups@NorthlandChurch.net or
visit NorthlandChurch.net/Groups
I’m interested in connecting with other young
families?
Pastor Nathan Clark. . . . 407-252-5847 or
Nathan.Clark@NorthlandChurch.net

From our family to yours

Merry Christmas!
Enjoy these original songs and more
on Spotify and Apple Music by
scanning the codes.

Come worship with us
this Christmas.
Wednesday, December 23 at 2, 4, and 6 p.m.
Thursday, December 24 at 12, 2, 4*, & 6 p.m.
*American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation is available on Thursday, December 24 at 4 p.m.
*Spanish interpretation will be available at select services (check our website for updates).

Reserve your seats online starting December 14 at
8 a.m. Childcare is available by reservation for children
ages 3 and under only.

NorthlandChurch.net/Christmas

530 Dog Track Road
Longwood, FL 32750
407-949-4000
NorthlandChurch.net

