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This week we’re learning about the new reality God’s called us to step into through the 
love of Jesus.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Study
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
  • What’s a moment in your life that defined the start of a new chapter for you?
  • What brings about transformation in your life?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-20 (MSG)  &  JOHN 3:16-21 (NIV)  

•    What kind of life do we experience after we start following Jesus, according to  
2 Corinthians 5?

  • How did God bring about change in the world, and in our lives, according to John 3?  
 • Where have you experienced the light of Jesus drive out darkness in your life?
  •  What are some of the differences you can see looking back at your life, between the old 

and the new life Jesus has brought about.
  •  2 Corinthians 5 tells us that “God has given us the task of telling everyone what he is 

doing.” Who can you invite into Christ’s new reality by sharing the story of Jesus at work 
in your life?

  •  What’s it mean for followers of Jesus to come “into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God”? How can you put 
that into practice?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

  Jesus has such an impact on humanity  that we divide all of history into the years 
before Jesus was born, “BC” or “before Christ”, and the years after his birth, “anno 
domini” which is Latin for “in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ.” That’s because the 
love and redemption that  Jesus offered changed the world and created a new reality. 
In the same way, when we start to follow Jesus we walk into a new reality in our 
personal history. We can experience a personal transformation so profound that it 
can bring us new life and usher us into a new reality.

  READ JOHN 8:31-36 (ESV)  

  •  What does Jesus tell us will happen if we experience if abide in his word and  
follow him?

  • What’s the “BC” life Jesus is offering us freedom from?
  •  The Pharisees struggled with Jesus’ invitation because they struggled to  

confess their own sin and brokenness. (Continue reading John 8 to see more  
about that.) What keeps you from fully embracing the freedom that comes  
from following Jesus?

    READ GALATIANS 2:20 (NLT)  

  • Could we ever experience the “AD” life for ourselves on our own merits?
  •  Paul reminds us here that keeping the law cannot make us right with God.  

How can we resist the temptation to start depending on our own goodness,  
even as we follow Jesus?  

  • What’s it mean to have Christ live in you?

Grasping for Life
John 3:16-21As we head into summer we’ll be scaling back the Digging Deeper Study and 

removing it from the worship guide. After this weekend you can find a set of 
sermon related questions at northlandchurch.net/study to help you keep the 
discussion going in your small group or individual study time. We invite you 
to visit the Northland Bookstore to explore other group study options. The 
bookstore can help you find one in store or order materials for your group. 
Contact Rebecca at rebecca.lang@northlandchurch.net with questions.
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