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Looking for more questions and reflections so you can keep 
digging deeper? There’s even more to this week’s study available 
on Northland’s apps or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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This week we’re learning how God is the Author of Good News and how the story He’s 
writing is so often bigger than anything we could have imagined or anything we could 
have expected.

  FIRST WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God  
to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your  
time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during  
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  

•  How do you set your expectations about your immediate future? The future a little 
further out?

• When is a time you realized you had set the wrong expectations?

• When is a time someone exceeded your expectations?

Hear God’s Story and Create a New Story

  READ MATTHEW 11:2-6 (ESV) & 1 PETER 2:4-10 (NIV)  

•  According to the passage from Matthew, what question were John the Baptist and his 
disciples wrestling with? What did Jesus tell John’s disciples to relay as proof that Jesus 
was the Messiah that John had been preaching about?

•  In Matthew 11:6, Jesus said, “blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” According 
to the 1 Peter passage, what are some of the reasons people are offended by Jesus and 
the gospel?

• For the people who believe, what does Jesus offer to those who follow Him?

•  1 Peter 2:4 tells us that Jesus was “rejected by humans but chosen by God.” What do 
people see in Jesus that causes them to reject Him? What does God see in Jesus?

•  Despite the miracles of Jesus, people have always struggled to believe. What parts of 
Jesus’ story or the gospel have offended your sensibilities?

• What sensibilities have you had to set aside to follow Jesus?

•  As God is building you “into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,” what parts of your 
own story have gone differently than you expected? How have God’s plans for you been 
different from your plans for yourself?

•  When has it been helpful to know you’re now a part of the family of God and a 
recipient of His mercy?

•  What are some of the things God has done for you that you can declare praises 
for? Who are some people you can share those praises with?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and  
our next discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to  
this session’s theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this  
study guide. Want to go deeper? Select a few verses and try paraphrasing them: 
writing them in your own words. If you like, share them with the group the next  
time you meet.

We were created to experience an abundant life in whole relationship with God and 
one another. That’s the life that Adam and Eve briefly tasted in Eden. But when they 
tasted the forbidden fruit, they introduced a brokenness into those relationships 
and led us all from that life of abundance into a life of scarcity and sin. Since that 
original sin, we have all struggled, even with what we’d accept as real and good 
enough. But God knew that the story wasn’t over. So He’s calling us still to set 
ourselves aside and follow Jesus so we can experience again the right-side-up 
approach to abundant life He created us for in the beginning of all things. 

  READ MATTHEW 5:43-48 (NIV)  

•  What’s the difference between the perspective Jesus calls us to take toward our 
enemies and the perspective the world calls us to take? Why does the world call us 
to hate? Why does Jesus call us to love?

•  When is a time that Jesus loved His enemies? How are the different ways His love of 
enemies took practical form over His life?

•  What makes it hard to love your enemy? When have you seen someone in your group or 
community love his or her enemy the way Jesus did?

  READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 (NIV)  

• How has the message of the cross been the power of God in your life?

•  When have you experienced God making “foolish the wisdom of the world” (v. 20)? 
When have you been tripped up by God’s plan and calls on your life?

•  How can you and your community “boast in the Lord” about the power of Jesus in 
your life to your broader community in the days ahead (v. 31)?

Welcome
Let’s worship God together! 
The mission of Northland Church is  
to respond to God for the benefit of  
others. Our vision is to see people  
coming to Christ and to be transformed 
together as we link locally and globally  
to worship and serve everywhere,  
every day. Join us!

Connect 
& Grow
Our website has hundreds of archived 
worship services, stories about the great 
work God is doing and ways for YOU to 
be the church everywhere, every day. 
NorthlandChurch.net

For more information or to get  
involved as a volunteer, email  
Hello@NorthlandChurch.net 
or call 407-949-4000. 
We are located at  
530 Dog Track Road, 
Longwood, FL 32750.
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