
Eternity
This week we’re learning about eternity and God’s plan for us.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in the “Hear God’s Story” section and  
start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for 
specific requests at the end of your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What does eternity look like to you?
• What defines a really great friendship?
• When have you felt like a significant part of a community?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ JOHN 5:24 (NIV)  &  JOHN 3:16-21 (NIV)  

• According to Jesus, who is speaking in both of these passages, how can we experience God’s eternal life?
• What’s the alternative to eternal life that Jesus presents in these passages?
• When does our salvation begin? Accordingly, when do we start to experience God’s eternal life?
•  In the Message translation, John 3:16 ends, “by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.” What’s the difference 

between a lasting life and a life that doesn’t last? 
• What’s the difference between a whole life and an incomplete life?
•  What are some of the things in your life that seem incomplete? What are some of the things you’ve experienced through Jesus that  

feel whole?
•  What are some of the practical ways we practice our belief in Jesus? What’s the impact of belief on the people around us that we can  

see in John 3:21?
•  How can your community continue to walk more into the light and more fully embrace the eternal life God’s offering?  

Who are some of the people in your life with whom you can share that light of Jesus that’s at work in your life? 
Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible 
passages related to this session’s theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to go deeper? Select a 
few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

It’s easy to think of eternal life based on its duration – what defines the word eternal is its unending quality, after all. But with God, 
eternal life isn’t just about a life without end. It’s also about stepping into a relationship with an eternal God right now. When Jesus 
drew a contrast between death and life and told us about being born again, He was drawing a contrast between two very different 
realities that we face right now. So the eternal life isn’t just about what happens when you die. The eternal life is just as much about 
what you’re experiencing when you live.

  EPHESIANS 1:3-8 (NLT)  &  JOHN 4:35-38 (NLT)  

•  When we believe and follow Jesus, what family are we adopted into? What’s the difference between our inheritance as part of the 
family of God and the inheritance we’d experience apart from God?

•  What are some of the “spiritual blessings” God bestows on us, detailed in this chapter of Ephesians? What are some of the other ways 
God blesses us from His eternal Kingdom?

•  The eternal life is a life anchored in the abundance of God through His blessings. What are some of the blessings He’s given you that 
you can share with others? Who are some specific people you or your community can serve and love?

• What was Jesus talking about when He said, “The fields are already ripe for harvest” (v. 35)?
• Who are the people who did the planting? What’s some planting you’re doing in the lives of the people around you?
•  How do we bring people to eternal life? What are some of the practical ways we get to participate in that work? What kind of training do 

we need to participate? How could your community help you take part?
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What are some areas in your life where you’re hoping to be more fully alive? Who are some people already in your life who can 
help you experience more of that life in Jesus? How can you spark and share life in the people around you?

Engaging people to be fully alive in Jesus.
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The Goal of the Gospel
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