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This week we’re learning about belief and about how to put that belief into action.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in the “Hear God’s Story” section and  
start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for 
specific requests at the end of your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What makes it hard to believe in things or people?
• What’s something you put your trust in?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ JOHN 20:31 (NIV)  &  MATTHEW 21:28-32 (NLT)  

• How do we experience “life in his name” (John 20:31)?
• What is it that we’re called to believe, as described in both of these passages?
• What’s the difference between the two patterns of life shown in the parable of the two sons?
• How does the world typically define belief?
• How did Jesus define belief in the parable of the two sons?
• What makes it hard to put belief into action?
• What are some areas of life where your belief doesn’t translate into practical action?
• When Jesus called people to believe, what are some practical ways our actions can reveal that belief?
• What’s one way your group or community can help you more fully practice belief in Jesus this week?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible 
passages related to this session’s theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to go deeper? Select 
a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

In many ways the Pharisees were the villains of the Gospels. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus called out the Pharisees. He warned 
people to be wary of them and even called them “vipers” multiple times. In Matthew 23, He explained the problem with the Pharisees 
was that “they don’t practice what they teach” (v. 3, NLT). Put another way, the Pharisees were hypocrites, and they didn’t act out what 
they professed to believe. That’s why when Jesus encountered people who believed in Him, He called them to put their belief into 
actions such as “Follow me” or “Repent.” When Jesus calls us to believe now, He is calling us into that same belief as action.

  READ ACTS 2:36-41 (NLT)  &  PROVERBS 3:5-10 (NLT)  

•  Peter was addressing a crowd in Jerusalem in the preceding verses, presenting the gospel of Jesus.  
How did the crowd respond to Peter?

• How did Peter call that crowd to put their belief into action?
• How is God piercing your heart now? What new patterns of living is He calling you into?
•  What is contrasted with the call to trust in the Lord? Where do you feel the tension between believing  

in Jesus and believing in your own abilities?
• What are some of the ways in this passage we can show our trust and belief? 
• What are some practical ways you can put your belief into action?

What are some areas in your life where you’re hoping to be more fully alive? Who are some people already in your life who can 
help you experience more of that life in Jesus? How can you spark and share life in the people around you?

Engaging people to be fully alive in Jesus.
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The Goal of the Gospel
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