
This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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Worship God today for His faithful love, continually demonstrated to His children. It is 
through this – His strong, steadfast compassion – that He reveals Himself. When we see 
who He is and what He has done, we must respond!

 WATCH THE VIDEO

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God to 
give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your time 
together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What’s a way someone has shown you love this week?
• What’s a situation in which it was hard to love someone recently?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

READ PSALM 136 (NIV)  &  1 JOHN 4:7-21 (NLT)  

• What are some of the situations described in which God’s love endures forever?
• What’s the fullest example of God’s enduring love, according to 1 John 4:7-21?
• How is the gospel message an example of love?
•  What’s the difference between the feeling of love and the sort of love described in  

these passages?
•  In what kinds of situations is it easiest for you to feel God’s love? In what situations  

is it hardest?
•  What are practical ways God loves us? What are practical ways we love God? Ways we 

love one another?
•  What are some of the effects of God’s love on our lives? What are the effects of loving 

God on our lives? What are some of the effects of loving one another, both on us and  
on the people we love?

•  What’s the difference between a life that’s dominated by fear and a life that’s
driven by love? What are some ways they look different in your everyday interactions  
and relationships?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

“His love endures forever!” God’s love is unique in that it’s unconditional and
unending. God loves us when we’re in times of want and in times of plenty. He loves
us in times of failure and in times of success. God’s love is also unique in that it’s
fresh and relevant in all of life’s circumstances. Sometimes with great endurance, 
there’s also a sense of great monotony. But God’s enduring love never grows common
or irrelevant. Instead, as we can read in Lamentations 3, God’s love is both enduring 
and “new every morning” (v. 23, NIV).

READ LAMENTATIONS 3:19-26 (NIV)

•  According to this passage, how can God’s love bring us comfort during trials  
and challenges?

• How have you seen God’s love and mercies revealed in new ways in your life?

READ JOHN 15:9-17 (NLT)  

• How did Jesus love us in the same way that God did? 
•  In verse 12, Jesus tells us to love that same way. How can you love people as Jesus 

did? What does it look like to lay down your life for your friends? Before He died on 
the cross, how was Jesus already doing that? 

•  Who are some specific people in your life you can take small steps this week to 
love more like Jesus?
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Generosity
This week we’re learning how our generosity is a reflection of our spiritual condition. 
Our understanding of God’s love and generosity to us leads us to extend love and 
generosity to others.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God to 
give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your time 
together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• When have you experienced generosity from someone else?
• What makes it hard to be generous with others?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-7 (NIV)  &  LUKE 6:32-36 (NIV)  

• What practices did God’s grace prompt in the Macedonian church?
• What practices should God’s mercy prompt in us, according to both Paul’s exhortation in 

the 2 Corinthians passage and Jesus’ call in Luke 6?
• The Macedonian church was extremely poor, yet they were insistent in their giving. How 

is that example of “rich generosity” different from or the same as what we think of as 
generosity in our modern culture?

• What are some practical ways you can practice “rich generosity”?
• What kinds of people did Jesus call us to love? What did He tell us to expect in return? 
• What do we usually look for in the people we want to love or practice generosity toward? 

How is this practice of love and generosity different?
• Where have you seen God’s generosity at work in your own life in this way? What have 

you experienced in times when you’ve practiced that generosity and love toward others?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.
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R Love
Worship God today for His faithful love, continually demonstrated to His children. It is 
through this – His strong, steadfast compassion – that He reveals Himself. When we see 
who He is and what He has done, we must respond!

 WATCH THE VIDEO

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God to 
give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your time 
together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What’s a way someone has shown you love this week?
• What’s a situation in which it was hard to love someone recently?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

READ PSALM 136 (NIV)  &  1 JOHN 4:7-21 (NLT)  

• What are some of the situations described in which God’s love endures forever?
• What’s the fullest example of God’s enduring love, according to 1 John 4:7-21?
• How is the gospel message an example of love?
•  What’s the difference between the feeling of love and the sort of love described in  

these passages?
•  In what kinds of situations is it easiest for you to feel God’s love? In what situations  

is it hardest?
•  What are practical ways God loves us? What are practical ways we love God? Ways we 

love one another?
•  What are some of the effects of God’s love on our lives? What are the effects of loving 

God on our lives? What are some of the effects of loving one another, both on us and  
on the people we love?

•  What’s the difference between a life that’s dominated by fear and a life that’s
driven by love? What are some ways they look different in your everyday interactions  
and relationships?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

When God sent Jesus to die for us, He set in motion a new paradigm of love and 
giving. Instead of approaching generosity from a give-what-you-get mentality, God 
was showing us that true abundant living is rooted in giving yourself away to meet 
the needs of the people around you. Then Jesus called us to follow God’s example, 
knowing that as freely as we gave of ourselves, God could continue to meet our 
needs out of His abundance. 

  READ 1 TIMOTHY 6:17-19 (MSG)  

• What’s the difference between the “life that is truly life” and the life we build from
our own riches? 

• What are the riches God bestows on us? What are some of the riches you’ve
experienced from God in your own life?

  READ JAMES 2:14-18 (MSG)  

•  What makes it hard to practice material generosity?
• According to this passage, why is it necessary to put faith into action?
• What are some ways you can put your faith into action through material 

generosity? Who are some specific people you can help, or what are places you
can give?




