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This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
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Cost of Generosity
This week we’re learning about the price of generosity and how God’s grace is what 
enables us to embrace the cost of true generosity.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God 
to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your 
time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your 
discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What’s something that’s hard to give up?
• When has someone sacrificed something for your benefit? 

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ MARK 10:17-31 (NIV)  &  READ 1 JOHN 2:3-6 (NLT)  

• What did Jesus tell the rich young ruler he’d need to do to receive eternal life? 
• When the disciples asked who could be saved, how did Jesus answer?
• According to 1 John, how should we live our lives? What are some specific ways?
•  The rich young ruler let his wealth come between himself and God. Where does money 

sit in your life?
• What are some things in your life that sit between you and God?
•  How would the generosity that Jesus called the rich young ruler to practice change 

where money fit in his life?
•  How would generosity adjust your perspective on money? How would generosity affect 

your perspective on those other areas in life that sit between you and God?
• What costs are you willing to accept to follow Jesus? What costs would seem too high?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

As much as the story of the gospel is a story of love, it’s also a story of cost. Over 
and over, Jesus paid a price so that He could restore and redeem the people around 
Him. He gave up His time, His privacy, His power, His prerogative, and eventually 
Jesus even gave up His life. In each of those moments, the price Jesus was willing 
to pay was directly related to the cost required to love. Love always carries a cost. 
Paying a price may not always be an act of love. But it’s hard – if not impossible – to 
truly practice love without also paying a price for whomever you’re loving.

  READ JOHN 15:9-17 (NLT)  

• When has someone laid down his or her life for you? 
• When have you seen someone pay a price to love you generously?
•  Who in your life needs you to lay down your life for him or her? How can you 

sacrificially love that person in a way that your generous love brings about 
restoration in the person’s life?

  READ LUKE 21:1-4 (NLT)  

• What was the cost of the widow’s gift? What was the cost of the gift of the rich?
•  Which kind of giving is God calling us to? Where is God calling you to be generous 

like the widow?
•  How can you develop that sort of generosity? Who in your life practices that sort of 

generosity already? How could he or she help you practice a more generous life?
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