
This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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Favor
This week we’re learning how God rests His favor on us and on what life is when we 
experience His love.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What’s a favorite gift you’ve received? What made that gift seem so special?
•  How do you appreciate really great gifts? What are some ways you can acknowledge  

the giver?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ ISAIAH 61:2 (NIV)  &  LUKE 2:8-14 (NIV)  

• In the Luke passage, how does God reveal His favor? 
• How are we called to respond to God’s favor in these passages?
• What are some ways God has shown His favor to all people?
•  What are some ways God has given that love to you specifically? How have His favor and 

grace changed your life? (See 1 Corinthians 1:30 for some examples.)
•  Where have you experienced the “peace to those on whom his favor rests” that the 

angels proclaimed to the shepherds?
• Who needs to hear you proclaim the good news of Jesus at work in your life?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

For many of us, it’s hard to think of Christmas memories without thinking back to 
the gifts under the tree. Often those memories aren’t just of opening the presents 
on Christmas morning – the entire month is a time of reflecting, appreciating and 
turning love into tangible gifts. Those memories – and those gifts! – become part  
of the stories we tell friends and family over the years. Likewise, God has gifted us 
His favor in Jesus, the gift of forgiveness, restoration and redemption – a gift that 
frees us to experience the abundant life. And just as other Christmas gifts become 
part of the stories we tell, so too we should share stories of the gifts that God has 
placed in our lives.

  READ EPHESIANS 2:8-10 (NLT)  

•  What’s the difference between a salvation that’s given through grace and  
a salvation that comes from works? 

•  What’s the difference between a payment and a gift? How are they given 
differently? How are they received differently?

• What are some practical ways you can share God’s grace with others?

  READ 1 JOHN 1:2-4 (NLT)  

• Where have you seen God at work in your life? 
• Who needs to hear that gospel message proclaimed?
• How does proclaiming the gospel help others “fully share [your] joy”?
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