
This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

D
IG

G
IN

G
 D

EE
PE

R Hope
This week we’re learning about hope and how God meets hope even in the  
unlikeliest of forms.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What makes it hard to hope?
•  What’s the most surprising rescue or redemption you’ve personally experienced? 

How has that affected your ability to hope?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ ISAIAH 61:2-3 (NIV)  &  LUKE 1:46-56 (NLT)  

•  What are some of the unusual ways God has worked, according to the
Magnificat in Luke 1?

• What are some situations God delivers people from, according to the Isaiah passage?
•  What are some of the hopes someone experiencing persistent hunger might have? 

According to Luke 1:53, God “has filled the hungry with good things.” How might that
have met their hopes? Exceeded their hopes?

•  In Isaiah 61, God is said to provide gladness instead of mourning and beauty instead of
ashes. What’s the highest you’d hope in a time of mourning? In a time of destruction?

•  How does God bring out a hope that far exceeds what we might otherwise find
reasonable to hope for?

•  Where has God delivered on that sort of hope in your life? Where are you needing hope
right now, and what kind of hope is God calling you to?

•  In Isaiah 40, Isaiah writes, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength” (v. 31,
NIV). How has your perspective, and even life, changed when you’ve embraced God’s 
hope for you?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

For all the prophecies and all the belief in the power of God, who could’ve ever 
imagined that the hope of the world would arrive as a baby, lying amongst the farm 
animals in a cattle trough. But just as God has a history of miraculous rescue, God 
also has a history of using surprising agents to bring about His rescue. It’s how God 
brought about the salvation of humanity, first through a baby in a manger and then 
through a hero dying on the cross. It’s also how God uses broken vessels like us to 
serve as agents of love and hope to bring about hope and reconciliation to the world 
around us.

  READ 1 PETER 1:3-6 (NIV)  

•  What’s the difference between a “living hope” (v. 3) and a regular hope? How have
you seen the hope you have in Jesus grow in your life?

•  What does it mean to have an inheritance “that can never perish, spoil or fade”
(v. 4)? How does your community or group remind you of that inheritance?

•  What does it look like to rejoice in all things? How does hope determine your ability 
to rejoice? How can you help call the people in your group to greater hope and joy? 

READ JEREMIAH 29:11 (NIV) 

• When have you received hope from God in the past?
•  What does it mean to know that God has plans for you? Read Ephesians 2:10 (NLT).

What does it mean to know you’re God’s “masterpiece”? How does that affect your 
ability to hope in Him?

•  Who else in your life can you call into this living, God-given hope? What are
practical steps you could take this week to share your hope?
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