
This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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This week we’re learning about God’s purpose and call for us. 

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• When has someone called or invited you into a new chapter of your life?
• How do you determine the calls in your life? How has your group or community helped?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ MATTHEW 28:18-20 (NIV)  &  LUKE 19:1-10 (NIV)  

•  What new patterns of life is Jesus calling us to in the call and commission from  
Matthew 28, known as the Great Commission?

•  What was Zacchaeus doing with his life before he encountered Jesus? What sort of call 
did Jesus give Zacchaeus? What did Jesus require of Zacchaeus before Jesus offered 
an invitation to be together?

•  How did the people around Zacchaeus respond to Jesus’ call? How have people 
responded when you’ve followed Jesus?

•  How was Zacchaeus affected by his willingness to follow Jesus? How have you been 
changed by following God’s call on your life?

•  When has God used the calls and commissions in the Bible to bring you into new 
chapters of your life? 

•  What are some parts of your life that you’re ready to leave behind? Who are some people, 
perhaps already in your group or community, who can help you follow Jesus’ call for you?

•  When you’ve started a new job, relationship or practice in your life, how did you prepare 
for it? How can you prepare and train for the work God has in store for you?  
(See Ephesians 2.)

•  Who is someone in your group or life you could call to follow Jesus with you?  
Someone you could encourage and support on that journey?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

One of the chief questions in life is “Why am I here?” Everyone wonders about his 
or her purpose, and so much of life, from vocation to relationships, is related to 
that pursuit. In the midst of all that wondering, Jesus offers a series of calls and 
instructions. Even while we try to puzzle out our purpose, Jesus offers clear answers 
to some of those questions. He calls us all to the Great Commission. He gives us 
all the great commandment. And He provides the sort of direction that we struggle 
to create on our own. In doing so, Jesus not only answers some of those basic 
questions but also sets us on a journey where we’ll find some of the more specific 
answers about God’s plans for our lives.

  READ PHILIPPIANS 3:12-14 (NIV)  

•  Why is it important to leave things behind when you respond to a call to move 
forward? What’s challenging about leaving things behind?

•  What are some of the personal practices God has called us to that are part of our 
“straining toward what is ahead”?

•  How can you more fully engage with a community in the year ahead as you seek to 
fulfill both the Great Commission and specific calls God is putting on your life?

  READ JOHN 15:9-17 (NIV)  

• According to this passage, why is love so important for us?
•  Jesus’ command to “love each other” is an example of Him calling us to 

something. With this instruction, what is Jesus calling us from?
•  Whom can you love this week, remembering love isn’t a feeling and is instead 

behaviors like what’s outlined in 1 Corinthians 13? Who is someone you can call to 
join you in loving your neighbors?
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