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This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

Initiates
This week we’re learning about how God reaches out to, loves and initiates relationships 
with us.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• When has someone pursued you for an activity or relationship?
• What makes you want to pursue people for relationships or activities?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ LUKE 19:1-10 (NIV)  &  LUKE 19:10 (NIV)  

• Who initiated the relationship between Jesus and Zacchaeus?
• According to the Luke passage, what’s one of the reasons that Jesus came to earth?
•  How did Zacchaeus respond to the realization that he was found and known by Jesus? 

How does being known by God change him?
•  How are you responding to the knowledge that Jesus Christ, the resurrected Savior  

and the Son of God, has sought you out?
•  What are some of the invitations God is making in your life? How can you respond  

to His calls?
•  How did the people seeing this exchange respond? What are some of the reasons they 

might have muttered?
•  How can you be a source of encouragement rather than a source of muttering in the  

lives of some sinners you see Jesus redeeming?
•  How can your group or community prepare for and receive the lost whom Jesus has 

restored into the family of God?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

When it comes to relationships, most of the time we look for people we’re well 
matched with – maybe because of mutual interests or complementary giftings –  
and pursue those people. But instead, Jesus, time and time again, pursued the lost, 
broken and even the dead. He approached people who, instead of having something 
to offer, came with a price. Jesus was willing to pay the fullness of that price through 
dying on the cross so that we could all be found and made whole again. What a  
good thing He did, because without His initiation we’d still be lost and broken,  
dead to our sin!

  READ ROMANS 5:6-8 (NLT)  

•  When did Jesus initiate relationships with people? When did He initiate a 
relationship with you?

•  What would’ve happened if Jesus had waited for you to be good enough for Him 
before pursuing you?

• If we’re to love like Jesus, who are some undeserving people who need your love?

  READ JOHN 9:18-25 (NLT)  

• How did the blind man know Jesus was, in fact, from God?
•  Where have you had your proverbial sight restored through the work of God? Who 

needs to hear that testimony of restoration and redemption?
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