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This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

Jesus, the reconciler
This week we’re learning how Jesus reconciles us with God and with the people  
around us.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What leads to brokenness in relationships?
• In what relationships do you most desire to experience wholeness?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 (NIV)  &  ROMANS 5:12-19 (NLT)  

• According to Romans 5, what divides people and God? 
•  Who brought about reconciliation between people and God? How does that 

reconciliation happen?
• When have you felt that brokenness and division with God?
•  Is there a time you’ve felt that “triumph over sin and death” that the apostle Paul  

wrote about in Romans 5:17?
•  What does it mean to be one of “Christ’s ambassadors” (2 Corinthians 5:20)?  

How is God making His appeal through us, as ambassadors?
• How does our reconciliation with God equip us to be reconciled with one another?
•  To whom can you bring reconciliation through the work Jesus did in bringing you  

new life?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

In clothing and fashion design, there are many different fasteners – things such as 
zippers, buttons and buckles – that join distinct pieces of fabric together. Those 
separate cloths would always remain apart if not for the fasteners that kept them 
together. We experience that same sort of problem in our lives, divided from God 
and divided from one another because of our sin. And despite our best efforts to line 
things up, we always drift apart, left to our own devices. But Jesus came to bring us 
back together. He came to offer a kind of fastening help so we can be reunited with 
God and one another. Only with Jesus can we truly experience the togetherness God 
created us for.

  READ COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 (NLT)  

• What is Jesus’ role in reconciliation, according to this passage?
• What are some of the other roles Jesus has described here?
•  What, then, are the areas of life where we need to look for Jesus for reconciliation 

and leadership? What makes it hard for us to trust Jesus’ leadership and role  
in our lives?

  READ MATTHEW 5:21-24 (NIV)  

• Why do we need to be reconciled with the people we’re separated from? 
• What happens to us when we remain separated from people we were close to?
• According to this passage, what priority is Jesus putting on reconciliation?
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