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LIVE SAFE/W(C S/
AN ORDER ISSUED BY THE
COUNTY JUDGE OF WICHITA COUNTY
APRIL 24, 2020

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national emergency
regarding COVID-19; and,

WHEREAS, March 13, 2020, Governor Greg Abbott declared a national emergency
regarding COVID-19; and,

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 virus is contagious and spreads through person-to-person
contact, especially in group settings; and,

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA 08 Relating
to COVID-19 Preparedness and Mitigating, stating people shall avoid social gatherings in groups
of more than 10 people and closed all schools until April 3, 2020; and,

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, and March 23, 2020, due to the substantial risks to the
public, County Judge Woodrow W. Gossom, Jr., issued an order deeming it in the public interest
to prohibit anywhere in Wichita County, Community Gatherings of more than 10 people; and,

WHEREAS, at his March 22, 2020 press conference, the Governor acknowledged that the
urban centers may need to enact more stringent measures to address this public health emergency
and stated that he would applaud the cities for doing so; and,

WHEREAS, as of April 24, 2020, there are 21,944 persons confirmed to have COVID-19
in Texas, with 62 of those residing in Wichita County, Texas; and,

WHEREAS, this Order is issued based on evidence of increasing occurrence of COVID-
19 within the County and throughout the Central Texas area, scientific evidence and best practices
regarding the most effective approaches to slow the transmission of communicable diseases
generally and COVID-19 specifically, the evidence that the age, condition, and health of a
significant portion of the population of the County places it at risk for serious health complications,
including death, from COVID-19; and,

WH  EAS, making the problem worse, some individuals who contract the COVID-19
virus have no symptoms or have mild symptoms, which means they may not be aware they carry
the virus; and,

WHEREAS, because even people without symptoms can transmit the disease, and because
evidence shows the disease is easily spread, gatherings can result in preventable transmission of
the virus; and,

WE  REAS, this order does not conflict with Governor Abbott’s Executive Order GA-16,
as it does not restrict essential services or reopened services allowed by GA-16, nor does this Order
allow gatherings prohibited by GA-16.

WHEREAS, the scientific evidence shows that at this stage of the emergency, it is
essential to slow virus transmission as much as possible to protect the most vulnerable and to
prevent the health care system from being overwhelmed. One proven way to slow the transmission
is to limit interactions among people to the greatest extent practicable. By reducing the spread of
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the CO\ ._ 19 virus, this Order helps preserve critical and limited healthcare capacity in the
County; and,

WHEREAS, the County Judge has determined that extraordinary and immediate measures
must be taken to respond quickly to prevent and slow down community spread of COVID-19; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNTY JUDGE OF WICHITA COUNTY,
PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY VESTED BY TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE
CHAPTER 418, HEREBY FINDS, RESOLVES AND ORDERS THAT:

1. The findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Order are incorporated
herein and found to be true and correct, and they are hereby adopted by the County Judge and
made a part hereof for all purposes. This Order rescinds and replaces prior Orders.

The previously declared local state of disaster for Wichita County, Texas, is hereby
renewed and continued, as amended herein.

Pursuant to §418.108(b) of the Texas Government Code, this renewal and continuance of
the declaration of a local state of disaster shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be
filed promptly with the County Clerk.

Pursuant to §418.108(d) of the Texas Government Code, this renewal and continuance of
the declaration of a local state of disaster activates the County’s emergency management plan.

2. Effective Date. This modified Order is effective 8:00 a.m. (CDT) April 25, 2020
and continues until terminated or modified by a subsequent Order.

3. COVID-19 Guidelines. It is strongly recommended that Individuals and Business
should follow the Guidelines from the President and the CDC and Texas Department of Health
and Human Services by practicing good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation,
implementing social distancing, and working from home if possible. In particular, it is
recommended that all work and services be provided through remote telework from home unless
they cannot be provided through remote telework. Individuals taking part in outdoor recreation are
recommended to wear face coverings.

4. Religious Institutions. Religious institutions are exempt from the requirements of
this Order. However, it is highly recommended that religious services be conducted in accordance
with the Guidelines for Houses of Worship During the COVID-19 Crisis, as promulgated by the
Texas Attorney General and Governor (Exhibit A). Individuals that visit Religious Institutions are
required to comply with section 8a and 8b of this Order in the same manner as at other locations
in Wichita County. The requirements of 8a and 8b may be temporarily waived at Religious
Institutions if necessary for the Individual to perform religious acts.

5. Social Gatherings. It is highly recommended that theaters, churches, auditoriums,
wedding and funeral venues, and other places that allow social gatherings located within a confined
area be limited to no more than 10 Individuals. Regardless, all Individuals taking part in a social
gathering are required to comply with sections 8a and 8b of this Order.

6. Travel. It is strongly recommended that everyone who travels to any area where
there is widespread community transmission of COVID-19 self-isolate and monitor symptoms for
14 days so as to reduce the spread of the virus.
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7. Employee Screening. Businesses are strongly recommended to screen all
employees before allowing them to come into the Business for: a new or worsening cough,
shortness of breath, sore throat, diarrhea loss of taste or smell, feeling feverish or a measured
temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit, or known close contact with a
person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19. Any employee who meets any of these criteria
is recommended to be sent home and to seek medical care, as necessary.

8. County Wide Requirements. For the purposes of this Order, covered Businesses
include any for-profit, non-profit, or educational entities, regardless of the nature of the service,
the function they perform, or its corporate or entity structure.

For the purposes of this Order, Individuals include all persons within the limits of Wichita
County, Texas. Individuals are required to comply with the requirements of this Order.

For the purposes of this Order, Businesses are required to comply with this Order and to
ensure that all Individuals located on the Business’s Premises are in compliance with the
regulations in this Order.

a. All Individuals the age of six (6) years or over shall wear some form of covering
over their nose and mouth, such as a homemade mask, scarf, bandana face shield,
or handkerchief, when indoors or when using public transportation. Such covering
is not required to be worn at the Individual’s residence, in their own motor vehicle,
when the Individual is outside, or when an Individual is indoors in an area not
accessible to the general public where said individual can be certain that the
Individual will not be coming within 6 foot of any other person. Parents and
Guardians of children under 10 shall be responsible for appropriately masking
children pursuant to this Order. An owner or operator of a Business is allowed to
refuse admission or service to any Individual who fails to wear a face covering.
Wearing a face covering is not a substitute for maintaining 6-feet social distancing
and hand washing, as these remain important steps to slowing the spread of the
virus. Individuals are not required to wear nose and face coverings while they are
eating or drinking at a restaurant, cafeteria, bar, break room, or other locations
intended for food consumption. This requirement is waived when it is medically
contraindicated.

b. Except as allowed in subsection c., where possible, all Individuals are required to
maintain at least a six-foot distance from other individuals. This applies whether
the Individual is indoors or outside. Individuals who reside in the same household
are not required to maintain this distancing requirement. Medical providers, law
enforcement employees, and emergency response personnel are not required to
maintain social distancing when it is necessary to perform essential job functions.

C. Businesses are ordered to establish controls to require a minimum of six feet of
distance between Individuals in lines queuing in front of and inside the Business,
as well as within the Business in general. Additionally, Businesses are required to
ensure that employees maintain at least 6 feet separation from one another
whenever possible, even though employees are wearing face coverings.

d. A Business’s employees are authorized to come within 6 feet of a patron when it is
a necessary function of the employee to do so, but the Business is required to have
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in place controls to minimize possible transmission of COVID-19 during these
encounters.

€. Businesses are required to establish controls to require a minimum of six feet
between any Individuals seated on the Business Premises. These controls may take
into consideration that members of the same household are not required to maintain
the social distance requirement.

f. Business employees who are required to touch patrons as a necessary function of
the Business such as at nail and hair salons, tattoo shops, massage establishments
and spas, or barber shops, are required to wash and disinfect their hands and all
equipment utilized on one Individual before they may provide services to another
Individual.

ac

Businesses are recommended to ensure that, upon entering the Business, all
Individuals and employees wash or sanitize their hands.

h. Businesses that provide equipment, touch screens, buttons, tangible personal
property, or other devises that are regularly used or touched by different patrons
throughout the day, are required to disinfect such items, at minimum, every two
hours.

1. Businesses are required to train all employees on environmental cleaning and
disinfection, hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, and proper wearing and cleaning
of face coverings.

] Businesses are strongly recommended to post educational signage as to best
sanitary practices.

k. Each Business is ordered to create a written plan to implement the rules found in
Section 8, as well as the recommendations in this outlined Order. This plan must
be completed by April 28 and shall be presented to government officials upon
request.

9. Federal and State Authority.

a. The Sheppard Air Force Base Installation Commander may set conflicting rules for
the installation in accordance with the authorities inherent in the position and
consistent with Federal law and department regulations, measures necessary to
ensure mission accomplishment, to ensure good order and discipline, and to
maintain the health, safety, and morale of Sheppard Air Force Base personnel.

b. Child Care Facilities are required to follow Texas Health and Human Services
COVID-19 guidance. As to the operation of Child Care Facilities, THHS guidance
will control in the event of any conflict with this Order. In any event, Section 8.a.
applies to Child Care Facilities.

cC. Independent School Districts (ISD) are separate governmental entities and any
order issued by an ISD with regard to its employees, who are acting within their
scope of employment or to children in the care of an ISD on ISD property, controls
in the event of any conflict with this Order.
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d. Medical Facilities are authorized to set their own guidelines as it relates to their
operations. Such policies set by Medical Facilities will control in the event of any
conflict with this Order.

e. Governor Abbott’s Executive Order GA-16 regulates nursing homes, state
supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care facilities.
Additionally, there is guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission. Where such guidance conflicts with this Order, the guidance controls.

10. Failure to Comply. Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this Order
constitutes an imminent threat to public health.

Enforcement. Licensed peace officers within Wichita County, Texas; and other Texas
peace officers, including but not limited to the fire marshal, are hereby authorized to enforce this
Order. A violation of this order may be punishable through criminal or civil enforcement. A
violation of this order shall be a Class C misdemeanor and the penalty for violating this Order shall
be a fine of not less than one dollar ($1.00) and no more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), as
authorized by Texas Government Code 418.173. This declaration also hereby authorizes the use
of any other lawfully available enforcement tools.

11.  Legal Remedy. Any violation of this order can be enjoined by a suit filed in the
name of the State of Texas in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addition
to any penal provision in this Order.

12. Posting of this Order. The Wichita Falls/Wichita County Public Health District
will post this Order on its website.

13.  Savings Clause. If any provision of this Order or its application to any person or
circumstance is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, then the
remainder of the Order, including the application of such part or provision to other persons or
circumstances, shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and effect. To this end, the
provisions of this Order are severable.

ORDERED this the 24" day of April, 2020, in Wichita County, Texas, in witness whereof
I subscribe my name and cause to be affixed the seal of the Wichita County.

Al

Wichita County County Judge

Attested to and filed with me, the County C* * ~77" "~ —~ = ™ "7 "4th day of
April, 2020.
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EXHIBIT A

Guidance for Houses of Worship During the COVID-19 Crisis

During these challenging times. government and faith communities throughout
Texas need to work together to stop the spread of Coronavirus. To facilitate this
collaboration. State and local governments must clearly articulate their directives
aimed at mitigating spread of the virus. This joint guidance from the Office of the
Attorney General and the Office of the Governor responds to frequently asked
questions by members of the faith community and is the official guidance regarding
the effect of Executive Order A 14 on religious services conducted in churches,
congregations, and houses of worship.

The government must give special consideration to houses of worship when
issuing orders related to the COVID-19 crisis.

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution and Article 1 of the Texas
Constitution protect the right of Texans to freely exercise their religion. In addition,
the Texas Religious Frecdom Restoration Act ("RFRA") provides even stronger
protections to faith communities. and government must ensure that it complies with
RFRA when it acts. Thus, when state or local governments issue orders prohibiting
people from providing or obtaining certain services. they must ensure that these
orders do not violate these constitutional and statutory rights.

Houses of worship provide “essential services.”

On March 31, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA 14, which defines
essential services to include “religious services conduected in churches. congregations,
and houses of worship.”! Institutions providing these essential services can provide
them under certain conditions described in Executive Order GA 14 and local orders
by ecounties or municipalities that are consistent with GA 14. To the extent there is
conflict between the Governor's Fxecutive Order GA 14 and local orders, GA 14
controls.

Houses of worship must, whenever possible, conduct their activities from
home or through remote audio or video services.

Houses of worship often gather as large groups of people in one building during a
religious service or activity. But during this public health crisis, in accordance with
guidance from the White House, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (‘*CDC"),
and Texas Department of State Health Services ("Texas DSHS™), providers of
essential services must follow certain mitigation strategies to slow the spread of the

U Exec. Order No, GA 14 at 2 (Mar. 31, 2020).
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EXHIBIT A

faith-based services. For more information, houses of worship should consult CDC
guidance.®

For example, a church may hold Easter services in its parking lot, with attendees
remaining in their cars (windows down), parked in every other parking spot. with the
minister using amplification to preach. Or because Executive Order GA 14 permits
drive-thrus to operate, then a house of worship may, according to their faith practices,
provide communion or a blessing through a similar drive-up service. Or pastors with
smaller congregations may consider conducting multiple services of 10 people or
fewer in their sanctuaries. so long as they maintain appropriate social distancing,
properly sanitize the building between each service, and provide hand sanitizer.

These restrictions do not violate the religious liberty of houses of worship.

Under the extraordinary circumstances in which we temporarily live. these
restrictions do not violate the religious liberty of houses of worship because the
government has a compelling interest for implementing the rules (stopping
contagion) and the rules are the least restrictive means of burdening religious
practice (they allow houses of worship to stay open for ministry. but suggest ways
that help stop the spread of COVID-19).

7 CDC, Interim Guidance for Administrators and Leaders of Community- and Faith-Based
Organizations to Plan, Prepare, and Respond to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) (Mar. 28,
2020, 5 T N AN R L R S LT LA T T S O LAY VY| IR

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF WICHITA
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Lori Bohannon, County Clerk
Wichita County, Texas



