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HOUSE RISES, CAMPAIGN THEMES 
EMERGE
• After a series of late-night sittings over the last month, both the House of Commons and the Senate have adjourned for the 

summer. Before adjourning, both chambers passed the majority of outstanding government legislation. MPs may be recalled 

to the House later this summer to push through Bill C-100 (CUSMA) before the writ drops for the election. In the meantime, 

all MPs are now back  in their ridings ready to campaign hard in the final months before October. 

• This session proved challenging for the federal Liberals in the wake of scandals, trade issues, an independent activist Senate 

and legal woes that led to their lowest polling numbers since taking office in 2015. With bleeding from the SNC Lavalin affai r 

and (to a lesser extent) the Norman case behind them, the Liberals are hoping to remind Canadians of sunnier days and 

sunny ways as they shift focus to their biggest challenge yet – seeking reelection in 2019. 

• While challenges within caucus seem to have slowed, the Liberals still face massive hurdles both on the international front 

and domestically. Ongoing issues with China vis-à-vis trade and diplomacy are proving to be a sore spot for the Liberals as 

farmers, canola producers and other and ag groups across the country are feeling the consequences – something the 

Conservatives have been quick to capitalize on. 

• Seemingly unable to prove to voters that the “environment and the economy go hand in hand,” the Liberals face criticism on 

the left for their recent approval of the TMX pipeline – despite declaring a climate emergency the day prior – and criticism on 

the right for putting a price on pollution. Loud criticism from the provinces on the Carbon Tax, namely Ontario and Alberta, 

have exacerbated this debate. This, coupled with a growing “green wave” sweeping much of Eastern Canada are making 

environmental policy one of the most divisive issues across the country.



PIPELINES, ENVIRONMENT, TRADE AND 
PHARMACARE TOP OF MIND
• In recent weeks the government seems to have diverged from some of the core themes previously prioritized in the federal 

budget in an attempt to shape the tone and themes of the upcoming election on their terms.  This has included an approval of 
the TMX pipeline, a strong focus on CUSMA, national pharmacare and the single use plastics ban. 

• We have also noticeably seen the government shift its messaging and announcements to try and appeal more to Green / 
environmentally focused voters. We believe this is a deliberate strategy to try and stop the surge in support for the Green 
Party, particularly in areas that are key for the Liberals, including Metro Vancouver, Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

• In contrast, we saw Andrew Scheer deliver some major speeches in recent weeks that focused on immigration, the economy, 
and carbon pricing and an emphasis on the everyday Canadian. We foresee that these are the core pillars that 
Conservatives see as the winning formula and that they will want to build on in the coming weeks

• The NDP released their platform last weekend, which aims to reclaim the truly leftist voter with universal dental care and  
pharmacare and other policies to support working people. The populist “for the people” language seemed almost Ford-esque, 
and we presume this will not be well received by the NDP base that is already largely at odds with NDP Leader Jagmeet
Singh. The timing of the announcement, immediately following the Raptors NBA championship win, and major 
announcements by the government, also largely buried what was likely a Hail Mary attempt to try and reset what has been a 
lacklustre spring session for the NDP. 

• In the coming weeks, the government will be entering largely into caretaker mode where opportunities for new 
announcements/programs will be few and far between. During this period, the public service will start mapping out scenario 
notes and transition materials in the event of a change of government (new party elected, majority vs. minority, etc.).



ACCOMPLISHMENTS ON 
TRADE 
Canada-U.S. Relations

• The Trudeau government worked hard to lift Section 
232 steel and aluminum tariffs on Canada. On May 17, 
2019, the U.S. and Canada announced  that each 
country would eliminate tariffs on their cross-border 
trade in steel and aluminum products imposed almost a 
year ago. 

• Following this, the Liberal government introduced Bill C-
100, An Act to implement the Agreement between 
Canada, the United States of America and the United 
Mexican States. The bill currently stands at second 
reading. The House may be called back to pass the 
legislation if the U.S. follows suit. 

• Earlier this year, Bill C-85, An Act to amend the Canada-
Israel Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act, 
received royal assent, strengthening and further 
diversifying Canada trading relationship with Israel.



RESOLVING THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
ECONOMY DEBATE (OR 
TRYING TO)
Trans Mountain, Carbon Tax

• On June 18, the Federal Government approved the construction of 
the Trans Mountain Expansion Project. 

• The Liberal government’s carbon tax came into effect on April 1, 
2019. The levy on greenhouse gas-emitting fuels impacts five 
provinces - Alberta, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and New 
Brunswick – who are all fighting the Trudeau government over it. 

• Bill C-68, the modernized Fisheries Act passed parliament. Bill C-
55, Canada Petroleum Resources Act and Oceans Act received 
royal assent. These bills have been amended to protect Canada’s 
oceans and marine areas from various disasters and oil and gas 
interests. 

• Bill C-48, Oil Tanker Moratorium Act, passed and is set to become 
law. 

• The contentious Bill C-69, Impact Assessment Act also received 
royal assent 



HEADWAY ON HEALTH

• The Liberal government finally released the much 
awaited Food Policy in 2019. the focus of the new guide 
is on healthy eating through diversity of foods and 
healthy habits. 

• Budget 2019 allocated funding to a national pharmacare
plan ahead of the final report being released. The 
government promised to invest in a Canadian Drug 
Agency, national formulary, and establish a national 
strategy for high-cost drugs for rare diseases. The 
Advisory Council on the Implementation of National 
Pharmacare (the Council) is recommending that 
Canada implement universal, single-payer, public 
pharmacare.

• Cannabis was legalized in October 2018. Most recently, 
the government introduced amendments to the 
regulations setting out the rules governing the legal 
production and sale of edible cannabis, cannabis 
extracts and cannabis topicals.

Food Guide, Pharmacare, Cannabis
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THE ROAD AHEAD  
• The 2019 election is shaping up to be one of the most contentious and unpredictable in recent history. The 

Trudeau government has found themselves surrounded by controversy and scandal as the end of their current 

mandate nears, allowing the Conservative Party to have a slight advantage in the polls as the Spring session 

concludes. Trudeau’s Liberals have yet to outline their election platform, but all signs point to items such as 

Pharmacare, the environment, and a continued push to build Canada’s middle class as the likely key topics the 

Prime Minister will focus on during the campaign. The introduction of such items as the ban on single-use 

plastics will certainly be a platform item for Trudeau, and will act as a way of securing some voters who are on 

the fence. 

• The Conservative Party has been slowly outlining their campaign platform in recent months, with fiscal 

responsibility, and new stances on the environment and immigration highlighting their hot topics thus far. 

Andrew Scheer is expected to continue his attack on the Liberal Government’s ‘carbon tax’ as a burden for 

Canadians, and will likely point to the Prime Minister’s SNC Lavalin scandal as reason to distrust the current 

governing party. 

• Jagmeet Singh and the NDP continue to struggle in the polls after outlining their election platform, with more 

and more support being pushed towards the unexpected Green Party of Canada. Elizabeth May’s party has 

already doubled in size thanks to the recent byelection win in Nanaimo-Ladysmith, and recent provincial 

momentum gaining for the Greens on both the East and West Coast suggest that Canada may be in store for 

historic gains for the once one-member party.



LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 

• C-97, Budget Implementation Act, 2019, No. 1 - June 21, 2019

• C-69, An Act to enact the Impact Assessment Act and the Canadian Energy Regulator Act, to 
amend the Navigation Protection Act and to make consequential amendments to other Acts - June 
21, 2019

• C-83, An Act to amend the Corrections and Conditional Release Act and another Act - June 21, 
2019

• C-48, Oil Tanker Moratorium Act - June 21, 2019

• C-75, An Act to amend the Criminal Code, the Youth Criminal Justice Act and other Acts and to 
make consequential amendments to other Acts - June 21, 2019

• C-92, An Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and families - June 21, 2019

• C-91, An Act respecting Indigenous languages - June 21, 2019

• C-101, An Act to amend the Customs Tariff and the Canadian International Trade Tribunal Act -
June 21, 2019

• C-102, An Act for granting to Her Majesty certain sums of money for the federal public 
administration for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2020 - June 21, 2019

• C-93, An Act to provide no-cost, expedited record suspensions for simple possession of cannabis -
June 21, 2019

• C-88, An Act to amend the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act and the Canada 
Petroleum Resources Act and to make consequential amendments to other Acts - June 21, 2019

• C-58, An Act to amend the Access to Information Act and the Privacy Act and to make 
consequential amendments to other Acts - June 21, 2019

• C-84, An Act to amend the Criminal Code (bestiality and animal fighting) - June 21, 2019

• C-68, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act and other Acts in consequence - June 21, 2019

• C-59, An Act respecting national security matters - June 21, 2019

• C-82, Multilateral Instrument in Respect of Tax Conventions Act - June 21, 2019

• C-81, Accessible Canada Act - June 21, 2019

• C-71, An Act to amend certain Acts and Regulations in relation to firearms - June 21, 
2019

• C-55, An Act to amend the Oceans Act and the Canada Petroleum Resources Act - May 
27, 2019

• S-6, Canada–Madagascar Tax Convention Implementation Act, 2018 - May 27, 2019

• C-85, An Act to amend the Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act 
and to make related amendments to other Acts - May 27, 2019

• C-96, An Act for granting to Her Majesty certain sums of money for the federal public 
administration for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2020 - March 22, 2019

• C-95, Appropriation Act No. 4, 2018-19 - March 22, 2019

• C-57, An Act to amend the Federal Sustainable Development Act, - Feb. 28, 2019

• C-64, Wrecked, Abandoned or Hazardous Vessels Act - Feb. 28, 2019

• C-78, An Act to amend the Divorce Act, the Family Orders and Agreements 
Enforcement Assistance Act and the Garnishment, Attachment and Pension Diversion 
Act and to make consequential amendments to another Act - June 21, 2019

• C-77, An Act to amend the National Defence Act and to make related and consequential 
amendments to other Acts - June 21, 2019

Bills receiving Royal Assent: Spring 2019

https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=10404016&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=9630600&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=10078426&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=8936657&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=9745407&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10344307
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10293463
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10537044
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10586892
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10347604
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10164459
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9057528
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10082996
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=9630814&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9057418
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9898204
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9990870
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9710291
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9041849
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10085047
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10100388
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=10376441&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10376390
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9057534
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=9197605&Language=E
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9868788
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=9847536


LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 

• C-331, An Act to amend the Federal Courts Act (international promotion and protection of human rights) – June 19, 2019

• S-243, An Act to amend the Canada Revenue Agency Act (reporting on unpaid income tax) – May 29, 2019

• C-406, An Act to amend the Canada Elections Act (foreign contributions) – May 8, 2019

• C-415, An Act to establish a procedure for expunging certain cannabis-related convictions – May 1, 2019

• C-419, An Act to amend the Bank Act, the Trust and Loan Companies Act, the Insurance Companies Act and the Cooperative Credit 

Associations Act (credit cards) – May 1, 2019

• S-215, An Act to amend the Criminal Code (sentencing for violent offences against Aboriginal women) – April 10, 2019

• C-278, An Act to amend the Lobbying Act (reporting obligations) – April 10, 2019

• C-420, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code, the Official Languages Act and the Canada Business Corporations Act – April 3, 

2019

• S-228, An Act to amend the Food and Drugs Act (prohibiting food and beverage marketing directed at children) – June 21, 2019

*These bills died on the order paper and did not reach concurrence before both chambers adjourned for the summer.

Defeated bills*



Contact Us
FOR ALL YOUR ELECTION 2019 MONITORING AND ENGAGEMENT 

NEEDS

PLEASE CONTACT FHR OTTAWA AT public.affairs@FHhighroad.com

OR BY CALLING 613-238-2090


