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MEETING MINUTES 
November 30, 2022 

 
Chairman Westerman opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 
 
The members present were: Jim Boniello; Stephen Krug; Chris McCormack; Don Penzine; 
Janelle Robbins; Michele Sanz; Kevin Westerman; and John Zattola. 
 
John Papalia was absent. 
 
Parks and Recreation Superintendent Steve Ralston was also present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment was covered under New Business. 
 

MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Zattola to approve the minutes of October 26, 2022 meeting as 
submitted. Mr. McCormack seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
MR. RALSTON’S REPORT 
Mr. Penzine commented that Mr. Ralston has been busy as usual.  Mr. Krug asked if the Dog 
Park will still be useable after it was seeded and aerated after November 28th, and it will.  Mr. 
Westerman said there is discussion about relocating the Dog Park as once the Highway 
Department starts making mulch, they will need that area.  Mr. Ralston and Supervisor 
Scorrano toured different location possibilities.  Once a decision is made, Mr. Ralston will let 
everyone know.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Keep Somers Beautiful Presentation – Residents Lou Ekaireb and Ann Gullen joined the 
Board.  They represent Keep Somers Beautiful, formally known as the Somers Litter Task 
Force.  As part of their rebranding, they want to educate the community of their purpose by 
creating an awareness campaign.  An idea they had was to mimic what is done at the Somers 
High School, which allows Seniors to “purchase” a parking space and paint it.  The original 
thought was to get permission to do this in the three parking lots in Town owned by Urstadt 
Biddle, but they found out that for various reasons it could not be done in these locations.  The 



 

High School environmental club would create the designs and messages, as well as paint 
them in the spaces.  Keep America Beautiful would provide the supplies.  This was also 
discussed with the Town Highway Superintendent.  Ideally, they would like to paint at total of 
15 to 20 parking spaces in middle and upper Reis Park, as well as in Van Tassell Park.  Mr. 
Ekaireb and Mrs. Gullen were reminded that the Parks and Recreation Board is an advisory 
board and, in this case, only the Town Board can approve the proposal.  A discussion ensued 
as there were concerns about permanency; maintenance; being perceived as advertising or 
graffiti; supplies proposed to be used; and a car parked in the space would cover the design, 
perhaps defeating the purpose; to name a few.  Although all agreed that raising awareness for 
their cause was important, their concern is that using Reis Park to do so, could set a precedent 
for others supporting local groups to want to do the same.  There are others ways in which to 
share the word. It was suggested that Keep America Beautiful organize events in cooperation 
with the Somers Parks and Recreation Department in an effort to make the community aware 
of their organization.  Scheduling a program for Earth Day might be a good start, and as part of 
that event, some of the designs created could be done in chalk so they are temporary and the 
chalk can be easily cleaned off versus paint that has to be sealed over.  All agreed that Mr. 
Ekaireb and Mrs. Gullen take into consideration some of the comments made this evening and 
return with a fully detailed plan for further discussion. 
 
2023 Program Fees Schedule – As is done yearly, Mr. Ralston provided the Board members 
with a proposed program fee schedule for 2023, which was reviewed and discussed.  It will be 
submitted to the Town Board for approval as presented. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Bailey Park Project Update 
Mr. Ralston tweaked Mr. Boniello’s drawing a bit and Mrs. Robbins assisted with some 
verbiage.  Mr. Boniello will produce a final drawing, which Mr. Ralston and Mr. Westerman will 
present and discuss with Supervisor Scorrano.  Hopefully at that point, it will be ready to be 
submitted to the Town Board for their review and approval so that arrangements can be made 
to have final drawings done by a professional. 
 
Angle Fly Land Swap Update 
Mr. Ralston was informed that about two weeks ago, Supervisor Scorrano hand delivered the 
signed document needed to see the land swap to fruition to the County. 
 
MR. RALSTON’S COMMENTS 
Mr. Ralston had no additional comments. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
On Thanksgiving Day, Mr. Penzine called Mr. Ralston to get access to the Pickle Ball 
equipment in Reis Park so his daughter and family could play.  Mr. Penzine was most thankful 
for Mr. Ralston accommodating them and they had a great time. 
 
Mrs. Sanz asked if Mr. Ralston’s salary was increased and he believes that it will be. 
 



 

Mr. Westerman wanted to let everyone know that the Lions Club is once again sponsoring an 
Illuminate Somers event on December 16th.  The parade of cars will kick-off in Reis Park and 
go past all the homes that registered for the event. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. and the next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
January 25th at 6:30 p.m. in the Recreation Center in Van Tassell Park. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Parks and Recreation Board 
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