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Somers Library Board of Trustees 

PO Box 443 
Somers, New York 10589 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

August 17, 2022 

 
President Tepper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The meeting was held via Zoom and the members present were Nola Blair, Susan Dillon, Tracy 
Reimann, and Barbara Tepper. 
 
Stephen Barankewicz and Michelle Nicora were absent with prior notice. 
 
Library Director Jennifer Daddio and Friends of the Somers Library Board member JoAnne Galvin 
were also present. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Dillon and seconded by Ms. Blair to approve the July 20, 2022 monthly 
meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
Ms. Daddio read aloud a very complimentary email she received from a patron about Ms. Thomas. 
 
Mrs. Ferretti mentioned a positive comment made by a parent about a program her son was attending 
at the library to Mrs. Tepper.  Evidently, he doesn’t easily adapt to programs well, but loves what is 
being offered at the library. 
 
Suggestions submitted in the Suggestion Box were shared. 
 
As a result of the unbearable temperatures, during the last couple of weeks of Somers Day Camp, the 
campers were using the library.  The staff provided lots of activities for them.  Lovely thank you notes 
were submitted and hung around the library.  A patron commented that they were great to see and 
made the library magical again. 
 
A patron called to thank the staff for their offerings as it got her through Covid. 
 
A $20 donation was given to the library by a patron. 
 
Ms. Daddio received a complimentary email written by Ms. Ferretti about Ms. Thomas’ interaction with 
a patron.  



 

 

 

Ms. Daddio received an image with a saying about libraries that was most appropriate. 
 
Public Comment 
There was an article about the Trustees in The Somers Record and Mrs. Dillon was not listed.  Mrs. 
Galvin hoped that was an error and she hasn’t left the Board.  It was an error and Mrs. Tepper 
inquired about having it corrected. 
 
Earlier today, Ms. Daddio attended the Friends of the Somers Library meeting.  There were many 
positive compliments about the changes made to the children’s room.  It is colorful and welcoming. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
In Mrs. Nicora’s absence, the Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mrs. Tepper.  It was discussed a 
reviewed.  
 
Mrs. Reimann made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #8, dated August 17, 2022 
in the amount of $23,583.11, which included voucher numbers 105907 to 106062.  The motion was 
seconded by Mrs. Dillon.  All were in favor. 
 

The contractual amount spent this past month was $23,583.11, which included $13,540.50 from the 
Gift Fund.  The largest expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library materials) $2,547.72; 
NYSEG (electric) $1,829.71; and Kencal (cleaning services) $1,595.92. Payroll and benefits were 
$60,912.71.  Total Library spending for all accounts was $84,495.82. 
 
Library Director’s Report 
In addition to the Library Director’s Report, the Trustees received reports from the Children’s, Adult’s, 
Young Adult’s and Tech Departments. 
 
Buildings and Grounds: 
Mrs. Ferretti has made arrangements with the school transportation department for bus service from 
all of the schools to Reis Park for those students who would like to use the library after school. 
 
National Library Movers has been awarded the RFP to move materials and furniture out and in of the 
children’s room when the carpeting is installed.  Ms. Daddio will be getting in touch with Kanter’s 
Carpet about the installation dates. 
 
Ms. Daddio met with Cross County Locksmith about getting all of the locks in the building changed, in 
addition to adding deadbolts to several doors for added security. The estimate received was $3,505.  
She will attempt to secure two additional quotes for comparison. 
 
Joe Lombardi of Doyle Security will be coming to the library on August 18th to talk about upgrading the 
security system. 
 
Town Maintenance Technician Marty Stole put the tents up on the patio and put the POLYWOOD 
picnic tables as well as the benches together.  For now, they will remain on the patio. 
 
Mr. Stole will assist with some additional projects that need to be done in the library.  It was noted that 
he should check the emergency exit across from the reference desk and to the right.  The concrete 
beyond it needs repairs. 
 
The new POLYWOOD benches that will sit outside of the children’s room are on order.  The Somers 
Library Foundation has generously funded them. 
 
New Town Maintenance Technician Taylor Wintje started on August 15th and Ms. Daddio learned that 
he already has quite a list of priority projects, including finishing up projects that former Maintenance 



  

 

Technician Chuck Dammeyer was not able to complete prior to becoming an Assistant Building 
Inspector.  All agreed not to wait for when he has time, but to move forward with getting permission 
from the Town Board to solicit bids at their September 1st meeting.  A memo will be sent tomorrow. 
 
A new bookcase for children’s graphic novels is on order thanks to the generosity of the Somers 
Library Foundation. 
 
Professional Development: 
On August 3rd, Somers Police Sargent Burpee provided active shooter training to the staff.  It was a 
great presentation and he forwarded the videos he used to Ms. Daddio.  She will share them with the 
staff. 
  
Statistics for July 
New Library Cards:  85 (54 adult, 28 juvenille, 3 teen)   
 
Items Received: 1,537 
 
Items Supplied: 1,358 Monthly Circulation  
 
Total for July 2022: 7,672 
 
GRANT REVIEW 
 
NYS Construction Grant - Generator and New Windows: 
There is no update. 
 
E-Rate Grant - Rewiring of Building: 

The electrical work that will be funded in part by the E-Rate Grant is underway. 

 

Long-Range Action Committee (LRAC) 
There have been about 350 survey responses received to date and more are being received each 

day.  In an effort to obtain additional responses to the survey, it was suggested that they be 

distributed to the school parents via the PTA, Ms. Daddio will research that further; have them 

available at a Somers Library table at Celebrate Somers in September; and additional distribution by 

Board members through various groups they are involved with.  Ms. Daddio did say that Lothrop has 

indicated that regardless of the number of results received, they can work with them.  So far, the key 

needs are an inviting children’s room, meeting space and technology improvements. 

 

Ms. Daddio is starting to schedule focus groups for late September/beginning of October.   

 
BUSINESS WITH THE TOWN 
The following list has been established: 
 
WiFi outside of the library building; USB ports and WiFi in the pavilion; solar panels on the rooftop of 
the library building and/or lawn; double sided up-lit sign at the entrance to the park; renovation of 
library staff bathroom; additional tables and benches around the library building; Zen Garden outside 
of the children’s room; and garbage receptacles around the library building. 
 
At some point, Ms. Daddio will begin a dialogue with the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation 
about some of these items as he is responsible for the areas outside of the library.  In the meantime, 
creating a Teen Room is a priority for her and the Board. 
 



 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
Identifying Oneself in the Monthly Meeting – A motion was made by Mrs. Reimann and seconded 
by Ms. Blair to amend Article VI, Section 2 of the Bylaws with the following addition: All members of 
the public must identify themselves with their name and address.  If they are not a resident of Somers, 
they must state why they are attending the Somers Library Board of Trustees meeting.  All were in 
favor. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Amendment to 2022 Holiday Schedule – A motion was made by Ms. Blair and seconded by Mrs. 
Reimann to amend the 2022 Holiday Schedule as follows.  The library will be closed on Saturday, 
September 3rd as well as Saturdays, December 24th and 31st.  All were in favor. 
 
Foreign Language Materials – Mrs. Tepper noticed that the foreign language circulation of materials 
had increased significantly.  The assumption is that those materials were in Spanish.  She is 
suggesting that some Spanish materials be on loan as a test of interest.  If the response is positive, 
perhaps a Spanish materials display can be created. 
 
Bylaw Amendment – Number of Trustees and a Quorum – A discussion ensued about an 
amendment that needs to be made to the Bylaws concerning the number of trustees and a quorum.  
All agreed to discuss this further at the September meeting when all Board members are present. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. and the Board will meet next on September 21st at 7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 

 


