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MEETING MINUTES 
July 27, 2022 

 
Chairman Westerman opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
The members present were: Jim Boniello; Stephen Krug; Don Penzine; Janelle Robbins; 
Michele Sanz; Kevin Westerman; and John Zattola. 
 
Chris McCormack and John Papalia were absent. 
 
Town Councilman Rich Clinchy; Supervisor’s Office Intern Robert Moore; and Parks and 
Recreation Superintendent Steve Ralston were also present. 
 
Intern Robert Moore was welcomed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 

MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Penzine to approve the minutes of June 22, 2022 meeting as 
submitted. Mrs. Robbins seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
MR. RALSTON’S REPORT 
Unfortunately, there have been quite a few issues, one resulting in the police having to be 
called, with shared use of the playground during camp hours and enforcing the rules.  Those 
involved are not residents.  As 2022 summer camp is already approaching its end, a more in-
depth discussion of the issue and how it should be handled next summer will take place during 
the next Board meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Application for Memorials Discussion 
Mr. Ralston reached out to neighboring towns to see what policies they have in place 
regarding proposals for memorials on town park properties.  All agreed that North Castle’s 
policy seems reasonable and could be a good starting point in creating a policy for Somers.  At 
the September Parks and Recreation Board, a memo should be sent to the Town Board with a 



 

copy of North Castle’s policy with a request for the Town Board to adopt something similar for 
Somers. 
 
2023 Budget Discussion 
Mr. Ralston will start working on the proposed 2023 budget and welcomes any ideas and 
feedback from the Board members.  All will be provided with a draft in time for the September 
Board meeting.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Bailey Park Project Update 
Mr. Boniello prepared an updated drawing of what is being proposed for Bailey Park.  This 
rendition takes into consideration comments made by the Architectural Review Board, 
Landmarks Committee, and Open Space Committee.  Some changes include removing the 
fence; modifying the garden to include plants recommended by the Open Space Committee; 
and making the patio area at the bottom of the gazebo significantly smaller and demonstrating 
that the memorial benches and the watering trough will remain. The updated rendition will be 
presented to the Town Board for their authority to retain a landscape architect to finalize the 
new design and prepare bid specifications.  Hopefully the project will begin in the spring of 
2023.  All thanked Mr. Boniello for taking care of this.   
 
Day Camp Update 
All is going well with Day Camp which will end next Friday, August 5th.  Deciding to have a full-
time employee be the Day Camp Director made a very positive difference.  The final 
registration total of 198 seems to be the new norm and that number will be used in preparing 
the 2023 budget, 
 
MR. RALSTON’S COMMENTS 
Mr. Ralston did not have any additional comments this evening. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Mr. Penzine happened to stop at the park earlier today to speak to Mr. Ralston and was very 
impressed with the security in place to protect the campers. 
 
In closing, Mr. Westerman thanked Robert Moore for attending the meeting and wished him 
well in his future endeavors. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. and the next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
September 7th 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Parks and Recreation Board 
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