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MEETING MINUTES 
June 22, 2022 

 
Chairman Westerman opened the meeting at 6:35 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
The members present were: Jim Boniello; Stephen Krug; Chris McCormack; John Papalia; 
Don Penzine; Janelle Robbins; and Kevin Westerman. 
 
Michele Sanz and John Zattola were absent. 
 
Town Councilman Rich Clinchy and Parks and Recreation Superintendent Steve Ralston were 
also present. 
 
Newly appointed Board member Janelle Robbins was welcomed.  Everyone looks forward to 
working with her. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public comment was covered under New Business – Memorial Garden Presentation. 
 

MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Penzine to approve the minutes of May 25, 2022, meeting as 
submitted. Mr. McCormack seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
MR. RALSTON’S REPORT 
The Summer Concert series flyer is done and the concerts will begin in late July. 
 
Unfortunately, there were not enough registrants to run a Co-Ed Softball league, but the Van 
Tassell field is available on Wednesday evenings for pick-up games. 
 
The details for the Independence Day Celebration are complete and all are ready to set up on 
Friday for the event to be held starting at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, culminating with fireworks at 
dusk. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Memorial Garden Presentation – Town resident Roy Ettere met with the Board to discuss the 
possibility of placing a memorial garden in Reis Park by the library in honor of his daughter and 
others in the area that lost their lives to suicide.  Mr. Ettere explained that 46,000 people died 
by suicide last year.  He believes that everyone needs to be reminded that it is a real issue and 
can be prevented.  Awareness is key and the hope is that placing these gardens in heavily 
trafficked areas will call attention to that.  A foundation has been created in memory of his 
daughter and he is also working with the National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI) as part of 
this endeavor.  Mr. Ettere feels strongly that many survivors would much prefer to find peace 
and solace for their loved ones in this type of garden rather than at a cemetery.  The size of 
the heart shaped gravel-based garden would depend on the location, but the design will be the 
same in all locations.  The memorial would include 2 benches, a tree, a monument (with the 
option of placing the name of the person who is deceased or a symbol representing them on 
it).  The heart shape will be outlined in Belgium blocks.  The gardens are designed to be 
virtually maintenance free. The goal is to place one memorial garden in every county in New 
York, as well as giving opportunity to place some in communities, especially at medical 
facilities.  There is a garden in Westchester County in Greenburgh.  Donations are handled by 
the NAMI chapter that the jurisdiction of the location is in.  Once locations are designated, the 
request for donations takes place.   
 
Although extremely sympathetic and impressed with the venture that Mr. Ettere is taking to 
deal with his grief, there was a concern over placing something so solemn in a park that is very 
active with children playing.  However, Mr. Ettere is open to suggestions of other locations in 
Somers.  Other parks were discussed as potential locations.  Concern was also expressed that 
with so many worthwhile causes and charities, whether approving a memorial for one would 
then obligate the Town to grant all others such requests.  Superintendent Ralston will 
investigate whether there are any current Town policies that can provide guidance on this 
matter.  Mr. Ralston will also investigate whether neighboring towns have policies or protocols 
for the placement of memorials.  It was suggested that, if no such policy or protocol is in place, 
then a policy be created to address these types of requests.  After Mr. Ralston concludes his 
investigation, the Board will discuss this request further.  The Board will then write a letter to 
the Town Board detailing its recommendation regarding Mr. Ettere’s request to place a 
memorial garden on Parks property. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Bailey Park Project Update – Mr. Westerman thanked the Board members who attended the 
meeting at Bailey Park on June 14th to discuss the project further.  It was very productive and 
helpful to meet in the park to be able to visualize the concepts better.  With regard to the 
current plan, the following was decided on: a fence will not be installed; the three family areas 
will remain; the two trees in jeopardy will be removed; and the gazebo steps will remain as is.  
A decision still has to be made about the size, shape and materials to be used for the patio 
and walkway.  Historical appropriateness is important as well as ADA compliance.  The Board 
would really like to speak with a professional about these two items.  A memo will be sent to 
the Town Board to get permission to use additional funds from Rec Fees to revise the existing 
plan and provide bid specs.  It was suggested that Woodard and Curran might be able to 
accomplish this task.   



 

 

 
Day Camp Update – All preparations for Day Camp which begins on Monday, June 27th is 
complete.  There are 195 participants registered compared to 121 last summer.  It was 
anticipated that 200 would be registered so additional campers will be accepted after the 1st 
week if interest warrants.   
 
MR. RALSTON’S COMMENTS 
Mr. Ralston welcomed Mrs. Robbins and thanked her for her willingness to serve on the Board. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Mrs. Robbins asked if public playground restrictions at Reis Park will be posted.  A sign will be 
posted and they are on the website. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. and the next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
July 27th 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Parks and Recreation Board 

  
cc: Parks and Recreation Board 

   Superintendent of Parks and Recreation 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


