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Somers Library Board of Trustees 

PO Box 443 
Somers, New York 10589 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 15, 2022 

 
President Tepper called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  
 
The meeting was held via Zoom and the members present were Stephen Barankewicz, Nola Blair, 
Susan Dillon, Michelle Nicora, Tracy Reimann, and Barbara Tepper. 
 
Library Director Jennifer Daddio and public participant Jules Desir were also present. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Dillon and seconded by Mrs. Reimann to approve the May 18, 2022 
monthly meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
Earlier today, Ms. Daddio received a phone call from someone who wanted to donate a painting and 
ink drawing done by a local artist.  These donations can either be hung in the library, although there is 
limited space or used for anything the library wishes. 
 
Sweet thank you notes were received from the 1st grade Primrose Elementary students who 
participated in the 1st Grade Tour. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented, discussed and reviewed.  
 
Mrs. Nicora made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #6, dated June 15, 2022 in 
the amount of $18,060.60, which included voucher numbers 105532 to 105559.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Barankewicz.  All were in favor. 
 

The contractual amount spent this past month was $18,060.60, which included $7,942.00 from the 
Gift Fund.  The largest expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library materials) $2,652.15; 
NYSEG (electric) $1,813.26; and Kencal (cleaning services) $1,595.92.  Payroll and benefits, 
$61,941.40.  Total Library spending for all accounts was $80,002. 
 



 

 

 

Library Director’s Report 
In addition to the Library Director’s Report, the Trustees received reports from the Adult’s, Young 
Adult’s and Tech Departments. 
 
Buildings and Grounds: 
WLS had a ransomware attack in May that put the public personal computers out of commission for 
about two weeks.  Their IT folks worked non-stop to get everything running again and did a great job 
keeping the staff informed at every point along the way.  Moving forward, there are going to be more 
stringent parameters put in place to create a stronger barrier, but there is always the chance that 
there could be more attacks in the future. 
 
The carpet for the children’s and teen areas has been ordered and will be installed in late August 
(date to be determined) when the summer reading program is finished.  At the request of Mrs. Dillon, 
Ms. Daddio will ask Kanter’s Carpet for a sample tile she can share with everyone. 
 
The Town should be hiring a replacement for Chuck Dammeyer and it is the hope that person will do 
the renovation work in the teen section.  The new carpeting for this area will not be installed until after 
the work is complete.  
 
Personnel: 
Michelle Wellansky started in May and has done a beautiful job so far.  She started having story times 
for babies and toddlers and the attendance has been great.  This past week there were 32 attendees 
at her first story time outside.  Ms. Wellansky presented some songs in Spanish and some of the 
parents thanked her for doing so.  Both Tara Ferretti and Ms. Daddio have been very impressed with 
her ideas and she is working very well with Beth Levine, who has done everything possible to assist 
her.  Ms. Daddio is looking forward to seeing what else Ms. Wellansky has planned.  It was suggested 
that some Spanish books be added to the collection. 
 
Professional Development: 
Ms. Daddio attended PLDA meetings, a Central Library Committee/E-Content Committee Meeting, 
and a Long-Range Planning meeting at Pearl River Public Library. 
 
Statistics for April 
New Library Cards: 152 (26 adult, 143 juvenille, 2 staff, 1 temp)   
 
Items Received: 1,167 
 
Items Supplied: 1,137 Monthly Circulation  
 
Total for May 2022: 5,390 
 
GRANT REVIEW 
 
NYS Construction Grant - Generator and New Windows: 
 

$53,000 was received for the first 90% of the NYS Construction Grant. 
The balance will be received upon completion of project. 
The deadline for completion is October 2022. 
A one-year extension has been filed for as getting bids is still a work in progress. 
The generator bid was awarded to Light Electric.   
At their June meeting, the Town Board awarded the gas for the generator bid to Halstead 
Quinn. 
At their June meeting, the Town Board awarded the window replacement bid to Wisner. 
 



  

 

 
E-Rate Grant: Rewiring of Building: 

The grant has been approved in the amount of $7,194.  Ms. Daddio had a conversation with the Town 

Supervisor and Attorney about using AV Comm for this project so the funding from E-Rate can be 

received.  The attorney recommended that the Town Board sign off on this since the library had 

already gone through a rigorous process to secure the grant. 

Long-Range Action Committee (LRAC) 
There is a Long-Range Action Committee meeting on Tuesday, June 21st in the program room.  The 
agenda is to make everyone aware of the long-range plan and the importance of the necessity to 
have a wide cross section of people in Town complete the survey.  The meeting is posted on the 
library’s website and social media.  An email blast will be sent out about it.  Ms. Daddio asks that all 
board members promote this meeting in their Somers networks as well.  A survey will be put on the 
library website and emailed to cardholders.  As an incentive to have people in Town complete the 
survey, Ms. Daddio hopes to offer weekly raffles.  All Trustees, as well as Foundation and Friends 
members have been asked to secure gift cards from businesses in Town.  Ms. Daddio has a letter 
that everyone can use in doing so. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Donations – The Friends of the Somers Library have generously funded two new picnic tables for the 
outdoor patio next to the non-fiction collection. The expected arrival date is mid to late July.  A funding 
request to the Somers Library Foundation for two benches to be purchased for the area outside the 
children’s room has been approved as per their President, however Ms. Daddio is waiting for the 
official email from the Foundation.  In both instances, Ms. Daddio suggested what items be purchase. 
 
New Agenda Item – At the December 2nd Town Board meeting, Mrs. Tepper presented an overview 
of the condition of the library building and the exorbitant amount being spent on maintenance repairs.  
She was asked to create a list of needs for the new Supervisor and proposes the following: 
 
 Big Ticket Items: WiFi outside of the library building 
    USB ports and WiFi in the pavilion 
    solar panels on the rooftop of the library building and/or lawn 
 
 Quick Fixes:  double sided up-lit sign at the entrance to the park 
    renovation of library staff bathroom 
 
 Additional 
 Suggestions:  additional tables and benches around the library building  
    Zen garden outside of the children’s room 
    garbage receptacles around the library building  
 
Since the library is in the park, the Parks and Recreation Department will have to be consulted on 
some of these items.  In addition, since the LION’s put up the current sign at the entrance to the park, 
they should be contacted as well.  If the Town is not willing to assist with some of these items, the 
Friends of the Somers Library and the Somers Library Foundation can be approached. 
 
All agreed with the list and a motion was made for Mrs. Tepper to present it to the Town Board at their 
February meeting, which she did.  Unfortunately, however, there has been no movement on these 
suggestions.  The Board concurred that Business with the Town be added as a new agenda item. 



 

 

 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. and the Board will meet next on July 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 

 


