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                                                     MEETING MINUTES 

 
              June 15, 2022 

 
Bureau Chief Tooma called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.   
 
The meeting was held via Zoom and the following were in attendance: Deputy Chief 
Rob Russell, Bureau Chief Tom Tooma, and Deputy Chief Al Vigliotti. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Deputy Chief Vigliotti to approve the minutes of the May 18, 
2022 meeting as submitted.  Deputy Chief Russell seconded the motion.  All were in 
favor. 
 
SUBMISSIONS 
There were no new submissions this month. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Proposed Amendments to Chapter 158-10 (No Parking Areas; Fire Lane; Fire 
Hydrants) – The Planning Department provided a list of properties that don’t exist in 
Chapter 158-10, but it appears that there are more that have to be added.  Mrs. 
Schirmer is waiting for the site plans to determine where the fire lanes are on each 
property.  The Town Planner has agreed to create a procedure for automatic Code 
updates when new commercial properties are approved by the Planning Board.  Mrs. 
Schirmer will continue to work on this project. 
 
293 Route 100 – The Fire Inspector was at this commercial facility conducting his 
annual inspection and shared a couple of issues.  The dry hydrant was converted to a 
drafting hydrant and has the same appearance as a pressurized hydrant.  It does not 
have a hydrant marker and also appears to lack the 3’ required clearance around it.  In 
addition, the standpipe system has been removed.   
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A letter was sent by the former Chief Fire Inspector on January 1993 indicating that the 
sprinkler/standpipe system was not required, therefore they could deactivate it and 
remove visible evidence of protection.  Fire Department connections inside and out, 
sprinkler heads, etc., but the piping can be left in place for future reactivation.  It went on 
to say that the fire hydrant in the rear of the building can be removed as the Fire 
Department never wanted one placed there.  The fire pump could be removed and the 
hydrant in the front be converted to a drafting hydrant for the Fire Department’s use and 
the Fire Department could have drills at the site to make sure the hydrant is working 
properly. 
 
Mr. Tooma is of the opinion that the instructions stated by the former Chief Fire 
Inspector in his letter January 1993 is enforceable and he will send a letter to the owner 
stating such. 
 
12 Hillside Drive – Last month, the Bureau met with engineer Paul Lynch regarding 12 
Hillside Drive.  This project started about a year and a half ago.  The Planning Board 
wants the owner to improve the roadway and treat it as a common driveway.  Mr. Lynch 
is suggesting two alternatives, to place a hammerhead in a separate driveway or use 
the dwelling driveway to turn around in.  It was noted that Hillside Drive only has one 
other dwelling on it and the roadway used to be paved, but when they put a new water 
main in, much of the roadway got broken up and it was never fixed.  All agreed it is 
important to keep the road maintained or it won’t be able to be used.  The requirements 
for Fire Department access will be sent to Mr. Lynch who will study how his proposal 
complies with this requirement. 
 
Mr. Lynch returned today with an updated plan for turning radiuses.  A discussion 
ensued and suggestions made.  Mr. Lynch was asked to present an updated plan via 
email to Mrs. Schirmer to include measurements on the acceptable alternative diagram 
and to add the location of the existing fire hydrant.  Upon receipt, it will be circulated to 
the Bureau so that a memo can be sent to the Planning Board.  It is important that Fire 
Chief Mackey and Assistant Fire Chief Lucia give their input. 
 
SOMERS FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEF’S REPORT 
The following was reported by Chief Mackey and Assistant Chief Lucia either by email 
or in person. 
 
Fire Department calls responded to include: 
 
Propane tank leak, electrical short, smoke from burnt food, gas tank fire, mulch pile fire, 
grill fire, and propane tank fire.  Follow up will be done as necessary. 
 
BUREAU CHIEF’S REPORT 
The Bureau Chief notified all that the bridge on Butlerville Road is temporary closed. 
 
 



 

 

DEPUTY CHIEF’S REPORT 
The Deputy Chief’s had no reports this evening. 
 
CHIEF FIRE INSPECTOR’S REPORT 
There was no report from the Chief Fire Inspector. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
July 20th at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Bureau of Fire Prevention 
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