
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                  MEETING MINUTES 

 
                                                      April 28, 2022 

 
The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
The following members were in attendance: John Alfonzetti, John DeMase, Kate 
O’Keefe, and Tony Sutton. 
 
Rich Nash was absent. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. DeMase to approve the minutes of March 24, 2022 meeting.  
Mr. Sutton seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
APPLICANTS 
 
Volta Charging – At the referral of the Planning Board, the Board met with Sam Lee of 
Voltage Charging and Patrick Fritz of Dewberry Engineers.  Volta Charging is proposing 
to install two electric vehicle charging stations at 80 Route 6 in front of the NY Sports 
Club.  Unlike any other existing electric car charging stations, those made by Volta have 
a unit that has a double-sided digital display screen that is 48” high by 27” wide with 
scrolling ads of reputable companies (Ford, Haagen Dazs Ice Cream, etc.), that change 
about every 8 seconds.  There is no sound.  The funds generated from those ads help 
offset the cost the customer is charged to use the stations.  Initially it is free, but when 
charges are eventually incurred, they are lower than any other charging station.  The 
screens are controlled remotely and the hours they operate can be dictated by the 
Town.  In this case, only while the stores in Somers Commons are operation.  The 
brightness in the day is 2,400 nits and at night, 1,250 nits with an automatic dimmer, 
and compares to that of a laptop.  The Volta logo is painted directly on the parking lot 
and has a uniform plug so it can be used by any electric car with the exception of Tesla, 
who provides their car owners with the adapter necessary to use these charging 
stations.  Volta will install, maintain and service the charging stations.  They will also 
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pay the utility bill and rent to the property owner. 
 
Mr. Lee was asked to email Mrs. Schirmer some pictures and/or a video of a charging 
station during the day and at night in an area similar to Somers Commons in the city or 
on Long Island.   
 
Board members were asked to visit a shopping center in Ridgefield, Connecticut that 
has two Volta charging stations, as well as the two existing in Somers Commons as a 
comparison and to get back to Mrs. Schirmer with their comments in an effort to 
determine if Mr. Lee has to return to the May meeting.  
 
When a final decision is made, a memo will be sent to the Planning Board. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Waste Innovations – 241 Route 100 
Last month, Mike Leary of Sundance Sign met with the Board to present a double sided, 
double posted unlit sign proposal for Waste Innovations located at 241 Route 100.  City 
Carting who occupied that site prior did not have a sign.  The sign has an industrial look, 
is made of PVC and steel beams, the posts are granite and will be placed perpendicular 
to the road.  The body of the sign has the logo and “Waste Innovations” in white 
lettering on a red background.  The maximum size allowable is 20 square feet including 
the rider at the bottom, however the proposed is 21.5 square feet.  Mr. Leary agreed to 
reduce the size of the sign including the rider.  In addition, the following will be provided:  
detailed description of the granite posts; list of materials to be used; a photo of the sign; 
the placement of the sign on a property survey; and an updated photo showing the 
placement of the sign in comparison to the road. 
 
Mr. Leary returned this evening with a proposed sign that is 20 square feet including the 
rider below it.  The rider will have the hours of operation.  A detailed description of the 
granite posts; list of materials to be used; a photo of the sign; the placement of the sign 
on a property survey; and an updated photo showing the placement of the sign in 
comparison to the road were provided.  All were pleased with what was presented this 
evening, but wanted the applicant to be very sure that when the sign is installed it is not 
in the Town right of way.  It was suggested that they consult with the Town Highway 
Department for assistance with this. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Sutton to accept the sign proposal as submitted.  Mr. 
DeMase seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Chestnut Market – 87 Route 6 
Last month, the Board met again with Scott Parker of GNS Group.  They met with him 
previously at their December meeting, but there was one sign in question.  The owner of 
the Market wanted to use the sign to advertise specials, but it was determined that as 
per the original site plan approval it could either be that of the Market or BP gas station.  
The proposed sign will be placed in the existing frame, will be internally lit, and will read 



 

 

“Chestnut Market” in black letters on a white background.  The sign also includes a 
green squirrel, which is their company logo.  There was concern over the sign being too 
bright since it is mostly white in color.  Mr. Parker suggested that the members go to the 
station at night to look at the same sign that is above the gas prices, as the lighting is 
similar. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Sutton and seconded by Mr. Nash to approve the sign as 
proposed pending a site visit by all members to give their thoughts on the brightness of 
the sign.  All were in favor. 
 
It was reported that everyone went to see the existing sign and agreed that the 
brightness was not an issue. 
 
Bailey Park – As directed by the former Supervisor, the Parks and Recreation Board 
asked the Architectural Review Board to join them at their May 25th meeting to discuss 
proposed plans to enhance Bailey Park.  Mrs. Schirmer will send everyone a copy of the 
most recent plan for the enhancements proposed for Bailey Park, as well as the minutes 
from the June 2021 meeting when Parks and Recreation Board Chairman Kevin 
Westerman met with the Architectural Board to discuss those proposed enhancements. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business this evening. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 
May 26th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Architectural Review Board 
 
cc:  Architectural Review Board 
       Town Board 
       Town Clerk  
       Planning Board 
       Code Enforcement Officer  
 


