
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               MEETING MINUTES 
                                                    MARCH 9, 2022 
 
Chairwoman Cucchiarella called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
The following members were in attendance: Bob Berman, Carol Cirieco, Kathy 
Cucchiarella, and Lauren Johnson.  
 
Pat Otis was absent. 
 
Somers High School Principal Mark Bayer, Somers Middle School Youth Prevention 
Coordinator Amanda Casey, Drug Crisis in Our Backyard Co-Founder Carol 
Christiansen, Somers Education Foundation Vice President, Publicity/Social Media and 
Somers Youth Sports Organization Representative Vicki Durso, Somers Police Chief 
Brian Linkletter, Student Assistance Services Coordinator of Community Based 
Services and Training Nicole Malgarinos were also present. 
 
New Somers Middle School Youth Prevention Coordinator Amanda Casey was 
introduced and welcomed.  Everyone introduced themselves to her.  All are looking 
forward to working with her.  Mrs. Cucchiarella and Mrs. Casey will be meeting 
tomorrow for an orientation. 
 
Minutes – A motion was made by Mr. Berman to approve the minutes of the February 
9, 2022 meeting as submitted.  Mrs. Cirieco seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Town Budget Expenditures – No purchases were made from the Town budget over 
the past month. 
 
Drug Free Communities (DFC) Grant: 
Mrs. Cucchiarella completed and submitted the bi-annual progress report for the grant 
on February 25th. 
 
The next K.N.O.W. 2 Prevent program is on April 26th from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. and will be 
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presented by Stephen Hill and is entitled “The First Choice and a Second Chance”.  
This program will be offered to both adults and students.  As always, all are encouraged 
to sign up for these offerings which are virtual.  They can be watched at ones’ 
convenience.  The flyer will be emailed and all are asked to share it. 
 
Promotions will be done for the K.N.O.W 4 Yourself marijuana campaign which will run 
for 7 weeks.  Resources to be tapped into for promoting are Channel 20, the Town 
website, a Town email blast, Facebook, and the school smart tv’s as well as the 
principal’s newsletters.  Video clips presented by some of the Partner’s sectors will also 
be created.   
 
Next Tuesday, Mrs. Cucchiarella will be meeting with Supervisor Scorrano.  She hopes 
that he will attend the April meeting. 
 
Mrs. Johnson delivered Deterra bags, which had the Partner’s sticker on them, to CVS 
and the Somers Pharmacy.  Reporter for The Somers Record Carol Reif wrote an 
article and it was shared on the Partner’s Facebook page.  Mrs. Johnson was happy to 
report that the Somers Pharmacy has applied for the NCAP program. 
 
Two after school programs have been schedule to date by Stephanie Toglia for the 
Youth Leadership Task Force members.  This program is open to high school students, 
Ms. Casey will inquire as to whether 8th graders can participate.  Partners in Prevention 
is exploring whether or not we can send several high school students to the Youth-to- 
Youth workshop in Ohio this year.  More information to follow. 
 
Student Assistance Services Counselor – Today was Somers High School Student 
Assistance Services Counselor Nicole Tarr’s last day.  She will be missed and all hope 
for a replacement soon.  Mrs. Cucchiarella purchased a going away gift for Ms. Tarr on 
behalf of the Partners.  In the meantime, Mrs. Cucchiarella will be communicating with 
the SAASA students in hopes that they will continue offering programs at the High 
School.   
 
Ms. Casey is acclimating to her new position.  Her room is set up and some posters as 
well as a bulletin board have been hung.  She hopes to start a Youth-to-Youth group at 
the Middle School.   
 
Somers High and Middle School Updates – Mr. Getman was not present, but Mr. 
Bayer reported that today was Ms. Tarr’s last day and she will be missed.  Prior to her 
departure, she offered a gambling awareness program for the staff and parents.  The 
mask mandate has been lifted and it has been so nice to be able to see the students 
faces again.  Not having to wear masks has resulted in a lot of energy and positivity. 
 
Youth Programs Updates – There were no youth present this evening, but Mrs. 
Cucchiarella hopes that Ms. Casey can encourage some of the Middle School students 
to participate in the Partner’s monthly meetings. 
 



 

Somers Police Chief Updates – Chief Linkletter reported that a total of 10 pounds of 
drugs were brought to the incinerator in Valhalla in February.  The officers have been 
busy reviewing the new section of the penal law regarding cannabis.  One of the 
Somers Police Officers will be attending training offered by the Westchester County 
Police Academy about marijuana detection in operating vehicles.  Westchester County 
has a great anonymous tip line app.  There was a recent arrest in Heritage Hills that 
included drugs and weapons.  It received a lot of public attention.  Mrs. Cucchiarella 
wondered if there has been an uptick in activity since marijuana has been legalized.  
Nothing has been noticeable, but that can change when the weather gets warmer.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Sticker Distribution – 10,000 Somers Partners in Prevention stickers have been 
purchased and Mrs. Cucchiarella needs some assistance in distributing them.  Mr. 
Berman will bring some to Fratelli’s, Mrs. Cucchiarella to Il Forno, Mrs. Schirmer to the 
two Bobo’s Café locations and Mrs. Cirieco to Sweet Delites.  Mrs. Durso will assist as 
needed as well. 
 
Prescription Drug Take Back Day – On April 30, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., there will 
be a Prescription Drug Take Back Day at the Somers Police Station.  The flyer that has 
been used in the past will be used and Mrs. Johnson created a flyer as well that all 
thought was great.  The usual advertising will be done and a logo from Drug Crisis in 
Our Backyard was requested.  Volunteers are needed and if able, email Mrs. Schirmer 
regarding your availability.  Mrs. Cucchiarella asked Police Chief Linkletter if he could 
provide her with the total poundage of drugs taken back at the last event in October.  It 
was suggested that the QR code be added to flyers advertising this event and the 
Facebook page.  

 
Pharmacy – Point of Sale Slips and Naloxone Standing Order – Mrs. Johnson will 
speak to CVS and the Somers Pharmacy about putting point of sale slips in the bags 
with prescriptions that will include a 4”x6” palm card that has a QR code to the Partner’s 
website, as well as the Naloxone Standing Order. 
 
Narcan Training – Mrs. Cucchiarella is trying to connect with Somers Volunteer Fire 
Department Fire Chief Jon Mackey about setting up an in-person Narcan Training for 
their volunteers.  She would also like to get the Somers High and Middle School staff 
trained, but that would have to be clarified by School Superintendent Dr. Blanch as to 
whether they sign up as a School District staff member or an individual person.  Mrs. 
Cucchiarella was happy to hear that the School District administrative staff, SRO’s and 
nurses are all trained on how to use Narcan as well as the Somers Police officers. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Speaker Presentation – At next month’s meeting, Lillian Neuman, Addiction and 
Substance Abuse Counselor and Drug Crisis in Our Backyard’s Co-Founder Susan 
Salomone will be speaking to the group. 



 

 
Posters for Primrose Elementary School – Somers High School Administrator Phil 
Kavanagh approached Mrs. Cucchiarella about purchasing 35 posters to be hung 
around Primrose Elementary School about identifying emotional states.  It was 
suggested that the QR code be added to the posters.  The total is $421.65 and there 
were no objections to using the Town money allotted for this purchase. 
 
DEA: One Pill Can Kill Campaign – Barbara Haggerty offers a 20-minute presentation, 
DEA: One Pill Can Kill Campaign.  Mrs. Cucchiarella will reach out to her about offering 
it to the Partners and others. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. and the Partners will meet next on April 13th at 
7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Partners in Prevention 
 
cc:  Partners in Prevention 
       Town Board 
       Town Clerk 
 


