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MEETING MINUTES 
October 27, 2021 

 
Chairman Westerman opened the meeting at 6:45 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
The members present were: Jim Boniello, Stephen Krug, Chris McCormack, John Papalia, 
Don Penzine, Michele Sanz, Michele Werney and Kevin Westerman. 
 
John Zattola was absent. 
 
Town Councilman Rich Clinchy and Parks and Recreation Superintendent Steve Ralston were 
also present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment was covered under New Business. 
 

MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. McCormack to approve the minutes of September 8, 2021, meeting 
as submitted. Mrs. Sanz seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
MR. RALSTON’S REPORT 
There were no comments about Mr. Ralston’s report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Eagle Scout Project – Eagle Scout candidate Sam Sanz met with the Board to discuss his 
proposed project of erecting a shade sail near the new playground in Reis Park.  There have 
been concerns about the lack of shade in that area and this would be a great solution.  The 
shade sail is 20’ by 16’ and will be attached to four posts made from pressure treated wood 
that will be set in concrete in the ground.  If the shade sail needs to be replaced, it would cost 
no more than $100.  There were some concerns over the safety about the posts when the 
shade sail is removed for winter storage.  Although the playground is not used as much over 
the winter, safety must be a concern.  A discussion ensued that included various suggestions.  
The final agreement by all was to wrap the posts with thin foam in a bright color to help avoid 
someone from bumping into them and getting hurt.  It was suggested that, if successful here, 
this type of structure may be considered for the Somers Dog Park. 



 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
2022 Budget Review – Mr. Ralston thanked Mr. Westerman for joining him at the budget 
hearings.  He was happy to announce that the proposed 2022 budget was accepted as 
presented.  Mr. Westerman complimented Mr. Ralston on his professionalism in preparing as 
well as presenting the budget, and it was great to work with the Town Board and Finance 
Director.  Councilman Clinchy said that Mr. Ralston’s budget proposal was not frivolous and 
made sense. 
 
Bailey Park Project Update – Mr. Boniello and Mr. Ralston have reviewed the bid package 
prepared by Mary Ann Rivera of Landscape Concepts for the Bailey Park project.  The original 
color (reddish) proposed for the pavers may be an issue as they are not being produced at the 
moment.  Mr. Boniello provided pictures of a Cambridge paver option, Toffee Onyx and all 
were in favor with using that paver as an option. 
 
Although the Town Board approved the concept and final design of this project, Mr. Ralston 
and Mr. Westerman will be meeting with the Town Board on November 4th as a result of the 
comments made by the Historical Society and one neighbor regarding this project.  Review 
and comments from the Architectural Review Board and Open Space Committee were taken 
under consideration.  Unfortunately, some incorrect statements have been made, such as the 
park is not being paved, but pavers being placed in front of the gazebo and being used to 
create a walkway into the park.  Plans continue for the project and it is the hope that this 
project will be completed in the spring 2022. 
 
Instructional Programs – All fall programs will be complete by the end of October.  Andrew 
Johnson is working with the Recreation Service Agreement Partners to set up off-site winter 
programs.  Mr. Ralston will be meeting with SCSD Superintendent Ray Blanch to discuss 
school use for spring and summer programs. 
 
Land Swap – In the beginning of the month, Supervisor Morrissey sent a letter to the New 
York State Attorney General requesting assistance to see this land swap come to fruition.  It is 
hopeful that it will get signed soon. 
 
MR. RALSTON’S COMMENTS 
Mr. Ralston had no additional comments. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
There were no Board comments. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. and the next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
December 1st at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Parks and Recreation Board 
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