
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
September 14, 2021 

 
President Williamson-Canavan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The meeting was held via Zoom and the members present were Stephen Barankewicz, 
Susan Dillon, Peter Knothe, Michelle Nicora, Tracy Reimann, Barbara Tepper, and 
Christine Williamson-Canavan.  
 
Library Director Jennifer Daddio, Town Councilman Richard Clinchy, and Friends of the 
Somers Library Board members Nola Blair as well as JoAnne Galvin were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan and seconded by Mrs. Tepper to 
approve the August 18, 2021 monthly meeting minutes as submitted.  Mrs. Dillon 
abstained as she was not present at that meeting, all others were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
All members received the following email: 
 
Dear Somers Library Board, 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for acknowledging me with an increase in 
my salary. I have been with the Somers library for 17+ years and have always strived to 
do my best. I hope to meet you all in the future and wish you all the very best. 
 
I’d also like to take a moment to thank you for sending Jennifer Daddio our way as the 
director of the Somers Library. She is a true professional who will continue to make the 
Somers Library a welcoming place to all! 
 
Many thanks, 
Margaret M. Widman 
 
Although the regular meeting schedule is the 3rd Wednesday monthly at 7:00 p.m., Mrs. 
Williamson-Canavan reminded everyone to check the library’s website for meeting 
changes.  This evening’s meeting was held a day earlier due to the Jewish holiday. 
 
Public Comment 
JoAnne Galvin extended her thanks to Ms. Daddio and Mrs. Schirmer for making her 
aware of the meetings changing from in-person to Zoom.  She also enjoyed meeting all 
the new Board members at the meeting last month.   
 



 

Nola Blair extended her thanks to Ms. Daddio and Mrs. Schirmer as well. 
 
Received from a patron: 
Hi Tara, you are an absolute gem!  Thank you so much for helping me with this request. 
You are a true public service person. I appreciate you! 
 
Councilman Clinchy thanked Ms. Daddio, the Board of Trustees and Library staff for all 
that they do. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented, discussed and reviewed.  
 
Mrs. Tepper made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #9, dated 
September 14, 2021 in the amount of $14,482.91 which included voucher numbers 
103272 to 103294.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Dillon.  All were in favor. 
 

The contractual amount spent this past month was $14,482.91, including $490.00 from 
the Gift Fund.  The largest expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library 
materials) $3,232.48; North County Electric (electric work) $4,000.00. Payroll and 
benefit charges were $57,758.96.  Total Library spending for all accounts was 
$72,241.87. 
 
Mrs. Tepper thanked Mrs. Widman for getting all the necessary meeting information to 
everyone this morning.  She reviewed the NYSEG bills and the charges reflect actual 
readings.  Mrs. Tepper suggests that the interest in the Reader’s Digest Fund be used. 
 
Starting next month, Mrs. Dillon would like a percentage provided on the Expense Sheet 
for the Spent to Date and Remaining columns. 
 
Library Director’s Report 
In addition to the Library Director’s Report, the Trustees received reports from the 
Children’s, Adult’s, Young Adult’s and Tech Departments. 
 
Buildings and Grounds: 
 
The E-Rate Application for Hardwiring Upgrade is in process, and there is nothing new 
to report at this time, 
 
Ms. Daddio and Mrs. DiSanto will be visiting Kanter’s carpet again in a few weeks to 
select carpeting for the Children’s Room. 
 
An estimate from Wiser Home Improvement to replace some of the windows in the 
Program Room has not yet been received.  Ms. Daddio will reach out to some other 
sources as well. 
 
Ms. Daddio has been working with the Town’s IT consultant Ray Maggi on a new phone 
system. 



 

 
Chuck Dammeyer repaired the outside of the Program Room where it has been leaking 
since at least last winter. Will wait and see if it is successful. 
 
Personnel 
 
Dana Hysell Alongi has been hired to replace Holly Rivlin as publicity associate.  Her 

hourly salary moving forward will be $23.00 per hour. 

 

Mrs. Ferretti and Mrs. DiSanto are still working on their Librarian II applications with 

Westchester County Civil Service.  

 

Ms. Daddio is currently taking the Library Director II exam. The deadline for completion 

is September 30. 

 
Finance: 
 
The 2022 proposed budget is complete and was submitted to the Finance Department 
yesterday.  It represents a 3.9% increase and there are explanations for all lines where 
there was an increase or decrease.  A 5-year plan and accomplishments were also 
included.  Early feedback from Carolyn Brush in Finance Department was that a great 
job was done by our team.  Ms. Daddio thanked Mrs. Tepper, Mrs. Williamson-Canavan 
and the staff for their assistance through this process.  The Budget Hearings are usually 
held during the day in late October.  Mrs. Williamson-Canavan hopes that some 
consideration will be given to having them in the evening to accommodate those Board 
members that work during the day. 
 
The White Plains Library is going fine free. This may be something to consider for the 
future. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
2022 Proposed Budget – The 2022 Proposed Budget was covered under Ms. Daddio’s 
Report. 
 
Article in The New Yorker – Mrs. Dillon thanked Ms. Daddio for sharing the article on 
Libby and E-books in The New Yorker with the Board members. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Somers Library Foundation 5K Run – Ms. Daddio was present at the Somers Library 
Foundation 5K Run on Sunday.  It was a great event and people were so happy to be 
there.  Over $15,000 was raised in just sponsorships.  Everyone is so grateful for what 
the Foundation does for the library. 
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Long Range Plan for the Library – Ms. Daddio would like to ask the Somers Library 
Foundation to fund a design consultant to repurpose the library.  Prior to doing so, she 
will solicit feedback from the staff and patrons.  If the changes are planned for properly, 
the library can be more productive, more ADA compliant by widening the aisles, 
lowering the stacks to be more aesthetically appealing and user friendly, etc.  
Recommendations for design consultants will be sought from other libraries and NYLA.  
An estimate of cost should be received before the Foundation is asked.  It is important 
to reach out to only design consultants who have done repurposing projects recently.  
Plans done previously exist and should be reviewed so funds are not being spent on 
what was already done.  It is important to find out about the billing process for the 
design consultant.  Money being donated to the Library by the Foundation must be 
spent wisely. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 


