
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
  

 

 
For Immediate Release: September 28, 2021 
Contact: Supervisor Rick Morrissey, 914-277-3637 
 
 

TOWN OF SOMERS RECEIVES NYS DEC GRANT TO  
CONDUCT TREE INVENTORY AND DEVELOP COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
The Town of Somers received an Urban and Community Forestry (UCF) grant from the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation. The $35,000 project to conduct a tree inventory and 
develop a Community Forest Management Plan is fully funded through the grant.  
 
Supervisor Rick Morrissey said, “Better understanding and managing our community forest canopy is 
critical to safeguarding our infrastructure and associated public safety and providing climate resiliency. 
This DEC grant gives Somers the building blocks to help us protect our assets and natural resources.” 
 
The project is one of 64 projects funded across the state, out of 154 applications. Projects were ranked 
by cost effectiveness, lasting benefits, use of partnerships, inclusion of outreach and education, and 
support from local stakeholders. 
 
DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos said, “Healthy community forests provide a host of environmental, 
economic, and social benefits, including wildlife habitat, watershed protection, flood reduction, 
increased property values, and improved public health. Investing in the health of New York's 
communities through the State's Environmental Protection Fund is providing crucial assistance to help 
our state's vital forests to thrive." 
 
Certified arborists from SavATree will conduct the tree inventory and develop the management plan, in 
conjunction with a State DEC Forester, the Town’s Open Space Committee and Tree Board, and the 
Highway, Parks & Recreation, and Planning Departments. The tree inventory includes location, 
species, crown condition, and a variety of data points concerning risk and mitigation. Opportunities for 
potential tree planting sites will also be included. The Community Forest Management Plan will include 
information about tree-utility conflicts, invasive species, storm preparedness and response.  
 
The Town’s Chair of the Open Space Committee and Tree Board, Michael Barnhart, said “We 
wholeheartedly support the Town’s efforts to manage and sustain a biologically diverse community 
canopy. We very much look forward to participating and helping to spark a greater interest in our 
community’s trees.” 
 
SavATree will begin the tree inventory on selected Town roads. The Town will hold a public 
presentation at the conclusion of their work, and host events in Spring 2022 to celebrate our 
community’s trees.   
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There are opportunities for residents to contribute to the Community Forest Management Plan. 
Information about the project, resources on trees, events, and opportunities to submit high-quality 
photographs of iconic, historic trees, and rare or valued native specimens will be posted to the Town 
website at: www.somersny.com/boards-and-committees/open-space-committee.  
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