
 

 

 

Somers Parks & Recreation Board   
PO Box 46 Somers, New York 10589 
 

OFF: (914)-232-8441 

FAX: (914)-232-8548 

 

Kevin Westerman 

Chairman 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
July 21, 2021 

 
Chairman Westerman opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.   
 
The members present were: Jim Boniello, Chris McCormack, Don Penzine, Michele Sanz, 
Michele Werney, Kevin Westerman and John Zattola. 
 
Stephen Krug and John Papalia were absent. 
 
Town Councilman Tom Garrity and Parks and Recreation Superintendent Steve Ralston were 
also present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Resident Tee Cotter addressed the Board about the renovation project being proposed for 
Bailey Park.  She lives next door on The Lane and is not in favor of some aspects of the 
project for a variety of reasons and read aloud her many concerns.  Mr. Westerman 
appreciated her sincerity and did touch on some points she made.  The only trees being 
removed have been deemed dangerous by an arborist.  It is not the intention to pave the park, 
but to enhance it.  Unilock pavers will be used, not concrete.  If a band is playing under the 
gazebo the Town noise ordinance will have to be followed.  Bailey and Reis Parks serve two 
very different roles with Bailey Park for more intimate gatherings and Reis Park has many 
different day-to-day uses.  
 
Councilman Garrity thanked the Board for all their time and efforts, especially with some of the 
difficulties faced as a result of the pandemic. 
 

MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Zattola to approve the minutes of June 23, 2021, meeting as 
submitted. Mr. McCormack seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
MR. RALSTON’S REPORT 
Mr. Ralston met with Supervisor Morrissey regarding a tree grant that the Town was awarded 
to do an inventory of the trees on some Town owned properties. 
 
 
 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Eagle Scout Candidate Presentation – Scout Danny Haigh met with the Board to present his 
Eagle Scout Project.  He would like to build three picnic tables to be placed near the soccer 
field in Van Tassell Park, and to build and erect a directional sign with arrows pointing to 
Primrose Elementary School, Somers High School and Reis Park.  He will work with Mr. 
Ralston while the project is in process.  All were pleased with what he plans to do. 
 
Town Owned Property Purchase Referrals – The abutting neighbor to 8 Boxwood Drive, 
and 9 and 13 Acacia Drive would like to purchase these parcels from the Town.  There were 
no objections.  In addition, the owner of 20 Lounsbury Drive would like to purchase two 
abutting parcels at the back of their property; there were no objections to this purchase as well. 
 
2022 Budget – Mr. Ralston will begin to work on the 2022 Budget and he welcomes any input 
from the Board members. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Day Camp Update – There are 127 campers registered.  All wishing to enroll have been 
accommodated. Things have been going fairly well given the numerous days of inclement 
weather.  Board members were issued a list of activities that the campers take part in. 
 
Bailey Park Project Update – Mr. Westerman met with the Architectural Review Board 
regarding the Bailey Park renovation project at their meeting in June.  They questioned 
whether additional drainage will be needed, which will be addressed with Mary Ann Rivera.  In 
addition, the Architectural Review Board wondered if any thoughts were given to lighting 
certain areas of the park.  In a letter to the Parks Department, Chamber of Commerce Board 
member Steve Delzio asked if whether the watering trough could be illuminated.  All Board 
members agreed that no additional lighting will be provided to Bailey Park at this time, however 
the renovation will include the placement of some underground wiring to allow lighting to be 
easily added at a later date, should a decision be made to do so.  The Board members also 
received and reviewed copies of a letter from the Landmarks and Open Space Committees 
regarding the project. 
 
MR. RALSTON’S COMMENTS 
Mr. Ralston had no additional comments. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
There were no additional Board comments. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. and the next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
September 1st at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Parks and Recreation Board 
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