
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                  MEETING MINUTES 

 
                                                      June 24, 2021 

 
Chairman Alfonzetti opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m.   
 
The following members were in attendance: John Alfonzetti, Mark Brown, John 
DeMase, Rich Nash, and Tony Sutton. 
 
The meeting was held via Zoom. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Sutton to approve the minutes of April 22, 2021 meeting.  
Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
APPLICANTS 
 
Bailey Park Project – 292 Route 202  
Parks and Recreation Board Chairman Kevin Westerman met with the Board to present 
the conceptual plan and project background for Bailey Park.  Although the everyone 
liked the idea of enhancing Bailey Park, there was some suggestions: trash receptacles; 
pathway lighting; bathrooms; tables and chairs that are stationery; and a water system 
for the plantings.  Since the area in front of the existing gazebo and plantings behind it 
are a bowl that is quite large, there is concern about run off and drainage.  They also 
hoped that there will be enough room for a truck unloading equipment or an emergency 
vehicle to get through.  Without having access to measurements, a question came up 
as to whether the walkway was wide enough. Mr. Westerman said that Parks staff will 
water the plants so there is no need for a water system.  Currently the plan is to use the 
Park from dawn to dusk so pathway lighting is probably not necessary, but he will speak 
to his fellow Board members about that.  Mr. Westerman will also discuss the need for 
trash receptacles and the run off/drainage concern.  If after the project, the Park 
becomes a popular destination, future improvements such as bathrooms might be 
considered.  In closing, it was explained that since the Board is charged to review 
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aesthetics, materials to be used, colors, etc., they would like to have the opportunity to 
review the bid specifications with regard to final details before they are finalized.  Mr. 
Westerman will discuss that with his Board as well. 
 
Little House of Ceramics – 380 Route 202 
A new tenant has moved into the space last occupied by a personal training.  A 
proposal for a 24” by 24” double sided sign that reads “Little House of Ceramics” in 
black letters on a white background with a very colorful design on the top and bottom of 
the sign was presented.  The sign will hang from a bracket at the top of the stairs 
leading down to the business.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Sutton and seconded by Mr. DeMase to approve the sign 
proposal as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Coldwell Banker – 338 Route 202  
The Board met with Vickie Ashmead on May 27, 2021 as Coldwell Banker is rebranding 
their signs.  The existing sign will be refaced with the new logo, followed by “Coldwell 
Banker” on the first line with “Realtor” underneath in white letters on a royal blue 
background.  The sign is 22” high by 55” wide and has scalloped corners.  There is an 
outline in white on the edges.  It will hang from its existing location, the far right of the 
front door  
 
As there wasn’t a quorum at the May meeting, the sign proposal was circulated via 
email.  Mr. Brown made a motion to approve the sign as submitted and Mr. Sutton 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Old Bet Market – 261 Route 202 
At the May meeting, the Board was also joined by Rob Alberico who will be renting 261 
Route 202 with his partner Lou Gaudio.  A sign proposal as well as some other 
amenities they would like to do on the property were discussed. 
 
The proposed sign is 144” wide and 24” high and reads “Old Bet Market” in burgundy on 
a white background.  Under the name of the store, it reads “Local Fruits & Vegetables”, 
followed by a graphic of an elephant, then “Flowers Indoor & Outdoor Plants” in black 
letters on a white background.  The sign will be centered over the retail space above the 
roof and lit by three black gooseneck lights.  The corners of the sign are scalloped and 
there is a black outline on the edges. 
 
As there wasn’t a quorum at the May meeting, the sign proposal was circulated via 
email.  Mr. Brown made a motion to approve the sign as submitted and Mr. Sutton 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
A discussion ensued about a portable koi pond that will be placed behind the store.  
There were no concerns.  The pergola to the right of the building will remain. 



 

 

 
In addition, they would like to place 4’ high fencing in the back to the left of the building 
as well as in front of the front right-hand side that will wrap around.   
 
Lastly, Mr. Alberico said they would like to place a life size museum quality fiberglass 
elephant that is 12’ high and 6’ long to the right of the building in the grass area. 
 
All agreed that it would make sense if they were supplied with a more accurate sketch 
of what is being planned and upon receipt the members would visit the site so decisions 
can be made when the applicants return at the June meeting. 
 
Mr. Alberico returned this evening to further discuss the amenities being proposed for 
the space they will be renting at 261 Route 202.  As stated at the May meeting, there 
were no objections to the portable koi pond.  A 4’ high chain link fence is being 
proposed toward the back of the left side of the building and a 4’ high stockade fence to 
the right of the building and wrapping up the side.  All agreed that a chain link fence 
does not belong in the Business Historic Preservation District (BHPD).  Mr. Alberico had 
no objection to installing a 4’ by 8’ wide stockade fence number 600 on both sides of the 
building.  A discussion ensued about the elephant and there was concern that if this 
type of animal was approved, what would prevent others from doing the same, and 
again the Board would not like to see this happen in the BHPD.  A precedent cannot be 
set.  Mr. Alberico said there is an old tractor on the property that is movable.  He asked 
if the tractor could be placed on the grass area instead of the elephant and all agreed.  
It was made clear though that if something else of that nature were to be placed in that 
area, the tenants would have to meet with the Board again to talk about it further. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Nash and seconded by Mr. Sutton to allow the tenants to 
place a 4’ by 8’ stockade fence number 600 to the back of the left side of the building, 
as well as to the right of the building and wrapped around the side.  The fence to be 
placed in the back on the left side will have the ability to be opened.  In addition, a 
portable koi pond can be placed at the back of the building.  Lastly an old tractor on the 
property can be placed in the grass area to the right of the building with the 
understanding that if something else of that nature were to be placed there instead of 
the tractor, the tenants will have to meet with the Board again.  All were in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 
July 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Architectural Review Board 
 
cc:  Architectural Review Board 
       Town Board 
       Town Clerk  
       Planning Board 
       Code Enforcement Officer  
 


