
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             
      MEETING MINUTES 

      May 20, 2021 
 

Chairman Barnhart called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.   
 
The following members were in attendance:  Jan Antonucci, Michael Barnhart, 
Bob MacGregor, Gail Simpson, and Rosey Van Wart. 
 
The meeting was held remotely via Zoom. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. MacGregor and seconded by Mrs. Simpson to 
approve the minutes of the April 15, 2021 meeting as submitted.  All were in 
favor. 
 
APPLICATIONS  
There were no applications this month. 
 
REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Angle Fly Preserve 
 
The installation of the HVAC in the Reynolds House started on Monday and 
should be done by next week. 
 
A list of items left to be done in the Reynolds House was reviewed. 
 
A&V Home Improvement removed their trailer from the property. 
 
A&V Home Improvement started moving wood chips around the barn and house. 
 
The tree that was replanted on Arbor Day is doing well.  It was originally planted 
by Liam McDonald as part of his Eagle Scout project.  Since he is still in college, 
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Mrs. VanWart thought he might like to see the tree replanting so she sent him 
some pictures. 
 
A lot of weeding has been done by the ferns in the garden. 
 
Overall, the gardens are in pretty good shape. 
 
Frequently folks are seen sitting on the rock benches. 
 
Maintenance on the white trail was done during the workday on May 15th. 
 
The May 22nd workday will include maintenance on the green, orange and part of 
the blue trails. 
 
The permit requested from NYSDEC for "beaver nuisance mitigation" to control 
the flooding issues was received. 
 
The beaver moved down stream but unfortunately are starting to impact the 
adjoining bog bridge a bit. 
 
The door and outside wall of the composting toilet have been repainted. 
 
Angle Fly Preserve Conservation Easement Modification 
It was reported to Mrs. Schirmer on March 19th that Andy Burgher of NYSDEC 
hopes that he can transmit the modification package to the Office of the Attorney 
General for their final review the week of March 26th and in the conversations that 
he has been having over the past four months with their office, he anticipates a 
quick turn around on the approval. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Tree City Arbor Day Celebration – As required for the Town being designated a 
Tree City, an Arbor Day Celebration was scheduled, and included digging up a 6’ 
oak planted as part of an Eagle Scout propagation project when it was 2’ and 
replanting it at the Reynolds House.  The Celebration took place at 10 a.m. on 
April 30th at Angle Fly Preserve.  Reporter Carol Reif and a photographer from 
The Somers Record was present and a nice article was done.  Signage about the 
designation has been posted on the kiosk at the entrance to Angle Fly. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
NYS Urban and Community Forestry Round 15 Grant – The Town has been 
awarded a $35,000 grant from NYSDEC, NYS Urban and Community Forestry 
Round 15 Grant.  It will be used for an inventory for trees on public land in the 
Town of Somers.  An arborist will be hired to do this inventory.  Mrs. Schirmer will 
assist in starting this process.  A management plan also must be completed.  We 
are awaiting an email with the next steps. 
 
NYS Urban Forestry Council – Mr. Barnhart thinks it makes sense for the 
Committee to become members of the NYS Urban Forestry Council.  The 



 

 

Council is a volunteer group, organized formally in 1999, to advise and assist the 
NYS Department of Conservation in executing its Urban and Community Forestry 
policies. The Council’s major funding, supplied through the USDA Forest Service, 
is supplemented by membership dues and independent contributions.  Mrs. 
Schirmer will take care of this task. 
 
Grants Are Us – The Committee met with Madeline Gerbracht, Heather Milone 
and Mary Beth Willis of J. O’Connell and Associates to discuss the types of 
grants the Open Space Committee would be interested in.  A list was created, 
and they will research and continue to keep us posted. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, 
June 17th at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Open Space Committee 
 
 
 
cc:   Open Space Committee 
        Town Board 
       Town Clerk 
        Town Assessor  
        Planning Board 
         
   
 


