
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 8, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The following members were present: Don Bleasdale, Flo Brodley, Susanne Cox, Frank 
Maricic and Rick Warren. 
 
Gina Arena was absent. 
 
The meeting was held remotely via Zoom. 
 
Minutes – A motion was made by Ms. Brodley and seconded by Mr. Bleasdale to 
approve the minutes of the March 11, 2021 as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
SUBMISSIONS 
 
Panny Two Lot Preliminary Subdivision – The Committee reviewed and discussed 
the Panny Two Lot Preliminary Subdivision at 19 Olive Drive.  The following 
recommendations will be made in an effort for the project to be more sustainable.  
When clearing the trees, it should be done so with an eye to maximize solar 
opportunities, and consideration of the placement of the house should be given to do 
the same.  The dwelling should be built as energy efficient as possible.  Permeable 
pavement should be a must. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Energy Environment Committee Program Offerings 2021: 
Moving forward, the goal is to offer a series of programs yearly.  The following are being 
planned for in 2021. 
 

Green Building Codes – On February 4th, Mr. Bleasdale met with the Town 
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Board about adopting Green Building Codes in Somers.  For quite some time, 
Hastings-on-Hudson has been following these codes, and New York State is also 
encouraging municipalities to adopt them, even if on a phased in basis.  In 
addition, the developers of Somers Crossing are using some of these codes 
although not required to do so.  The Planning Board’s support could be beneficial 
as well.  Mr. Bleasdale will keep this proposal in the forefront, but in the 
meantime may request to meet with the Town Board again to explore the 
NYStretch Energy Code. 
 
Repair Café – Unfortunately, only three people responded with an expertise to 
hold the Repair Café, but at least 5 or 6 were needed.  Ms. Brodley would like to 
continue the search for those with a skill until enough have committed so the 
Repair Café can be planned for the fall. 
 
Sustainable Gardens Tour – A tour of sustainable gardens (vegetable, butterfly, 
flower, etc.) around Somers in July is a work in progress.  Mrs. Arena created a 
flyer looking for residents who would like to share their garden as part of this 
event.  A request has been made to have the flyer email blasted to the residents.  
The garden tour will be followed up with applicable workshops. 

 
Winterize Your Energy Smart Home Webinar – Mr. Bleasdale will reach out to 
Sustainable Westchester’s Lauren Brois to set up a date in September to offer a 
Winterize Your Energy Smart Home Webinar.  Sustainable Westchester and 
Healthy Homes will co-sponsor this event. 

 
Blazing Your Way Through Somers Trail Event – Ms. Cox and Mr. Warren will 
work on creating a map of Somers with all public trails marked on it.  They will 
use Google maps and the Westchester County GIS system.  Steve Woelfle will 
also be consulted.  Ultimately a link to the map can be shared.  Mrs. Schirmer will 
speak to the Somers Land Trust Board members with regard to one or two of 
them working with Ms. Cox and Mr. Warren on the project. 

 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Westchester Municipal Sustainability Conference – Westchester County, 
Sustainable Westchester and FCWC hosted a virtual conference on April 1st from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon.   Mr. Bleasdale and Ms. Cox attended and found it to be very informative 
and a great networking opportunity.  Mr. Bleasdale did share information about the 
Somers Energy Environment Committee. 
 
Local Support – A question came up about asking local businesses for support.  An 
example would be asking the UPS store in the Town Centre in Somers to copy the trail 
map once it is completed. 
 
Grants – The Committee is wondering about applying for grants.  The Town uses 
Grants R Us.  They send monthly newsletters which Mrs. Schirmer will share with 



 

 

everyone.  If something fits the needs of the Committee, they will move on from there. 
 
Facebook – Ms. Cox is interested in taking over the Committee’s Facebook page.  Mrs. 
Schirmer will get the necessary information to her.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.  The next regular monthly meeting will be held 
on Thursday, May 13th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Energy Environment Committee 
 
cc:   Energy Environment Committee 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
  
 


