
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
March 17, 2021 

 
President Christine Williamson-Canavan called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were Susan Dillon, Peter Knothe, Michelle Nicora, Tracy 
Reimann, Barbara Tepper, and Christine Williamson-Canavan. 
 
Stephen Barankewicz was absent. 
 
Library Director Jennifer Daddio and Friends of the Somers Library Board members 
Nola Blair and JoAnne Galvin were also present. 
 
The meeting was held remotely via Zoom. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Dillon and seconded by Mrs. Tepper to approve the 
February 17, 2021 monthly meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan would like the minutes posted on the Somers Library website.  
Mrs. Schirmer will ask the Town if the minutes on their Library website page can be 
linked to the Library website. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
Carol Reif, reporter for The Somers Record interviewed Ms. Daddio for an article in the 
paper.  It should be in tomorrow’s issue. 
 
Ms. Daddio sent an email to all members about a free Board of Trustees On-Line 
Training.  All Board members can benefit from it as well as those of the Friends of the 
Somers Library and Somers Library Foundation.  The email will be resent to everyone. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Galvin indicated that it would be very helpful if the Somers Library website could be 
updated.  That will definitely be done.  
 
Mrs. Tepper said that she and some of her friends have been having problems with 
putting books on hold.  The host of the website, Evergreen has had issues since the 
switch was made, which is under the auspices of WLS.  Ms. Daddio said other libraries 
have been experiencing the same.  Trying to correct the problems is a work in progress. 
 
The Library is in receipt of some very lovely and appreciated messages: 
 



 

“I cannot thank you enough for providing curbside pick up for us.  I miss seeing your 
staff, but am so appreciative of your efforts to keep borrowing a possibility.  
Congratulations on your position.  I look forward to meeting you.” 
Mary Anne Haskin-Harrington  
 
“Thank you for the services you have offered during this difficult time period.  The 
curbside pick-up has been well organized and run by the helpful staff.” 
Helen Berman  
 
“I just want to say I support what you are doing to stay safe and encourage you not to 
be pressured into opening soon.  Thanks.” 
Barbara McPartlan  
 
“You folks are doing an amazing job.  I still enjoy picking up my books up from your 
wonderful library and commend all your staff.  Please be safe and take care of 
yourselves.’ 
Roberta Trotta-Rosenberg 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented, discussed and reviewed.  
 
Mrs. Tepper made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #3, dated 
March 17, 2021 in the amount of $52,493.03 which included voucher numbers 101839 
to 101860.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Reimann.  All were in favor. 
 

The contractual amount spent this past month was $12,493.11, including $400.00 from 
the Gift Fund.  The largest expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library 
materials) $3,880.57; Almeida Oil Co. (oil) $2,253.55 and Doyle Security Systems 
(security) $1,636.16.  Payroll and benefit charges were $39,999.92.  Total Library 
spending for all accounts was $52,493.03. 
 
A request will be made of Margaret Widman to provide the Trustees with the monthly 
amount spent and left year to date moving forward. 
 
Finance Department employee Carolyn Brush sent over a document to transfer money 
from the health insurance line to cover the unemployment line. 
 
Library Director’s Report 
 
PERSONNEL: 
The Somers Library has joined the Westchester Library Association (WLA).  This will 
offer professional development and scholarship opportunities for the staff.  It will also 
provide networking. 
 
Tara Ferretti is participating in professional training, Adult Mental Health First Aid and 
the NYLA’s YSS conference. 
Since COVID, the Library is down 10 staff and Ms. Daddio would like to hire two part-



 

time, as needed, PTA Library Clerks.  A motion was made by Mrs. Tepper and 
seconded by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan to approve hiring Lily Konys as a PTA Library 
Clerk, to be used as needed at an hourly salary of $15.47.  All were in favor.  A motion 
was made by Mrs. Dillon and seconded by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan to approve hiring 
Anne Lessy as a PTA Library Clerk, to be used as needed at an hourly salary of $15.47.  
All were in favor. 
 
BUILDINGS: 
There have been ongoing issues with the alarm system water detectors going off and 
Doyle Security not being able to locate them.  As they didn’t install the system, they are 
going to create a schematic of the system so if this happens again, they are more 
prepared to troubleshoot.   
 
The staff toilet started leaking at its base and there was sewage backing up in the men’s 
room.  Bee and Jay Plumbing caulked around the base of the staff toilet and Doc Drain 
cleared the line, which was entirely filled with toilet paper causing the back up. 
 
It appears that none of the staff know how to use the phone system.  Additional lines 
are needed as well.  As all of the phone systems are antiquated, the Town is 
researching a replacement system for all Town-owned buildings. 
 
The kitchen heater stopped working.  Sueco repaired the unit but it stopped working 
again two days later.  A replacement proposal was prepared and submitted. 
 
The window in the Program Room has started leaking again.  Chuck Dammeyer 
caulked it once again. 
 
MISCELLANOUS: 
Ms. Daddio would like to re-open the Library by appointment only, as was done 
temporarily last summer to early fall, on April 6th.  She would like to have the public 
bathrooms open, but needs someone to clean them daily.  Mrs. Williamson-Canavan 
suggested the Parks staff be asked to do it as the Library always allows the day 
campers to use the Program Room on rainy days.  Until someone is located to clean the 
bathrooms daily, the public bathrooms will remain closed.  Hopefully the public 
bathrooms in the park will be opening soon for use.  A request was made to announce 
the closure of the bathrooms wherever possible.  A motion was made by Mrs. 
Williamson-Canavan and seconded by Mrs. Nicora to resume servicing the public by 
appointment only, but the public bathrooms will remain closed.  All were in favor. 
 
As the computer network is antiquated it will likely have to be replaced by WLS in the 
near future. 
 
Ms. Daddio recommended some on-line offerings for libraries on coping with the 
pandemic to the Trustees. 
 
Ms. Daddio is working on the Annual Report. 



 

 
All were issued a sample of a Work from Home Policy.  Suggested changes are 
welcomed.  Additional Policies and Plans are needed.  Drafts will be provided for: 
Safety and Disaster Plans as well as Whistle Blower, Conflict of Interest and Open 
Meeting Policies. 
 
Vicki DiSanto is working with Parks and Recreation to utilize the pavilion for programs.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Board of Directors and Officers Insurance – Mrs. Dillon asked if the Trustees were 
covered by Board of Directors and Officers Insurance.  Ms. Daddio will research it 
further by contacting WLS and the Town. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. and the next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, April 21st at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 


