
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
December 16, 2020 

 
Trustee Christine Williamson-Canavan called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were Stephen Barankewicz, Ian Carnow, Susan Dillon, Peter 
Knothe, Michelle Nicora, Tracy Reimann, Barbara Tepper, and Christine Williamson-
Canavan. 
 
Somers Library staff member Vicki DiSanto as well as Friends of the Somers Library 
Board members Nola Blair and JoAnne Galvin were also present. 
 
The meeting was held remotely via Zoom. 
 
New Board of Trustee Members 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan introduced and welcomed the new Board of Trustee’s 
members Stephen Barankewicz, Peter Knothe, Michelle Nicora, Tracy Reimann and 
Barbara Tepper.  She also swore them in. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan and seconded by Mrs. Dillon to 
approve the November 18, 2020 monthly meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in 
favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no announcements and correspondences. 
 
Public Comment 
On behalf of the Friends of the Somers Library President Susan Berkow, Mrs. Galvin 
thanked Mrs. Williamson-Canavan for being willing to be interviewed for the article 
about the Library in The Somers Record.  In addition, Mrs. Gavin was pleased to 
announce that as a result of the Giving Tuesday appeal that was emailed out on behalf 
of the Friends of the Somers Library and the Somers Library Foundation, $130.00 from 
each organization was received.  Mrs. Williamson-Canavan was pleased that the two 
groups collaborated and hope that it can happen again in the future.  Mrs. DiSanto 
reported that $170.00 was sent directly to the Library as a result of the Giving Tuesday 
appeal.  These donations will be deposited into the Gift Fund. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.   
 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers 



 

#12, dated December 16, 2020 in the amount of $50,358.08 which included voucher 
numbers 101125 to 101147.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Dillon.  All were in 
favor. 
 

The contractual amount spent this past month was $11,084.60.  The largest 
expenditures were: Baker and Taylor Books (library materials) $1,597.90 and Kencal 
(cleaning services) $1,595.92 + $1,595.92.  Payroll and benefit charges were 
$38,553.48.  There was a Gift Fund expense of $150.00.  Total Library spending for all 
accounts was $50,358.08. 
 
Director’s Report (as submitted by Vicki DiSanto interim Library Director  
 
PERSONNEL: 
A motion was made by Mrs. Dillon and seconded by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan to allow 
Vicki DiSanto to carry over 2 to 3 vacations days into 2021.  All were in favor. 
 
Tara Ferretti’s mother passed away on December 6th.  Bereavement days were 
approved and she was out the week of December 7th. 
 
BUILDING: 
Chuck Dammeyer is in the process of replacing the sheetrock in the hallway. 
 
Mrs. DiSanto is working with Doyle Security to replace a fire panel which is no longer 
working as it is quite old.  They are waiting on parts and then the work will be done.  In 
addition, they have to upgrade the network system from 3G to 5G.  
 
Schindler replaced the defective battery in the elevator. 
 
Even though the Library is closed, service contractors can enter the building but have to 
wear masks, log in, have their temperatures taken and complete the health 
questionnaire.   
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The Zoom invite for the December 16th meeting was sent to Denise Schirmer for 
distribution to the Trustees. 
 
Being able to use the Library by appointment only ceased on November 30th until further 
notice. 
 
Curbside pick-up continues and has been moved to the front of the Library. 
 
The Friends of the Somers Library graciously donated food, drinks and dessert for the 
staff Holiday Party held earlier today.  Their generosity was most appreciated. 
 
The Library Foundation has requested to use the Program Room for two pending Book 
Sales, April 24 to 26 and October 24 to 26.  Hopefully these events will be able to go on 
as planned. 



 

 
Christine Whalley is the new President of the Library Foundation, replacing Susan 
Petroccione. 
 
The Library is participating in the Chamber of Commerce’s Holiday Stroll. 
 
Mrs. DiSanto is in the process of collaborating with the Parks and Recreation 
Department for their summer Day Camp. 
 
All new Trustees will receive a WLS email and those that have resigned will be deleted. 
 
The Town’s 2021 holiday closings list has been received.  Additional days for the 
Library will be added and presented for approval at the January meeting.  The Library 
will be closed on January 1st – New Year’s Day and January 18th – Martin Luther King. 
 
The contract for Content Management has been renewed. 
 
Mrs. DiSanto was serving on the Town’s Re-Entry Task Force which has ended.  A new 
Task Force focusing on continuing to be proactive during the pandemic will begin soon 
and she will participate in that as well. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department advised the Library that as of the 7th of 
December, no maintenance staff are scheduled to work holidays and weekends.  The 
Police Department will open the gate to Reis Park and close it after 6:00 p.m., except on 
Tuesdays, as curbside pick-up doesn’t end until 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. DiSanto is working on preparing a Policies Binder and Trustee handbooks are on 
order. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Snow Day 
There have been inquiries as to whether the Library can close tomorrow due to the 
impending snow storm.  Mrs. DiSanto and Mrs. Williamson-Canavan will speak early in 
the morning and make a decision. 
 
Nominations for Officers 
The Nominations for the 2021 Officers are as follows: 
 
President – Christine Williamson-Canavan 
Vice President – Susan Dillon 
Corresponding Secretary – Stephen Barankewicz 
Treasurer – Barbara Tepper, but would like to see the Trustee Handbook first, and if 



 

she is not willing, Tracy Reimann is interested. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. and the Trustees went into Executive Session.  
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 20th at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 


