
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
November 18, 2020 

 
Trustee Christine Williamson-Canavan called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.  
 
The members present were Ian Carnow, Susan Dillon, and Christine Williamson-
Canavan. 
 
Somers Library staff members Vicki DiSanto and Tara Ferretti as well as Friends of the 
Somers Library Board members Nola Blair and JoAnne Galvin were also present. 
 
The meeting was held remotely via Zoom. 
 
New Board of Trustee Member  
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan introduced and welcomed new Board of Trustee member 
Susan Dillon.  Mrs. Dillon is taking over the vacancy of Ann Westerman.  She was 
sworn in at the start of the meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan and seconded by Mr. Carnow to 
approve the October 21, 2020 monthly meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in favor. 
As Mrs. Dillon had not been at the October meeting, she abstained from voting. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan and Mr. Carnow met with the Town Board at 6:00 p.m. on 
November 5, 2020 and they are pleased to report that no changes were made to the 
2021 submitted budget. Final figures are dependent on the increases for the staff’s 
salaries which is the same percentage as all the other employees, insurance and 
benefit costs. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.   
 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers 
#11, dated November 18,2020 in the amount of $79,616.45 which included voucher 
numbers 100895 to 100925.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Carnow.  All were in 
favor. 
 

The contractual amount spent this past month was $13,279.67.  The largest 
expenditures were: OverDrive (ebooks) $3,175.23; Baker and Taylor Books (library 



 

materials) $2,970.72; Mid-Hudson Specialties, Co. (defibrillator).  Payroll and benefit 
charges were $73,112,72.  There was a Gift Fund expense of $1,300. Total Library 
spending for all accounts was $79,616.45 
 
Director’s Report (as submitted by Vicki DiSanto interim Library Director  
 
STATISTICS: 
There were 22 children’s programs offered, totaling 227 attendees.  Detailed reports on 
offerings for children, young adults and adults were presented. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
Tara Ferretti has updated the GroupMe Text and a test text was sent out to all staff. 
 
Vicki DiSanto has been attending weekly Public Library Director’s Association and bi-
weekly Town Re-Opening Task Force Zoom meetings. 
 
At last month’s meeting, a motion was made and unanimously approved to carryover 
vacation time to 2021 for the following employees: Edith Felis, 15.21 days; Tara Ferretti, 
15 days and Margaret Widman 24 days.  Staff member Beth Levine has made a request 
to carry over 6 vacation days.  A motion was made by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan to 
approve Ms. Levine’s request.  It was seconded by Mrs. Dillon.  All were in favor.  
Although the Trustees appreciate the dedication of the staff during this unprecedented 
time, they want the staff to take their well-deserved time off so they don’t get burnt out.  
Mr. Carnow read the policy aloud and will share it with Mrs. DiSanto. 
 
Quinn Bolte resigned from her circ position on November 14th.  Mrs. DiSanto would like 
to replace her. 
 
Edith Felis and Vicki DiSanto have interviewed eight candidates for the open circ 
positions.  The names of three were given to Mrs. Williamson-Canavan for immediate 
replacement. With the onset of COVID, seven part-time and three page positions are 
unfilled. Remaining staff are picking up additional work to continue services. 
 
Letters have been sent out for a new Library Director.  Interviewing will begin soon. 
 
BUILDING: 
The old defibrillator was returned to Roman Catalino at Somers High School.  A new 
one was purchased with Library funds and Chuck Dammeyer installed it.  The staff will 
be provided with instructions on how to use it. 
 
The annual inspection of the fire alarm system was done and completed by Doyle 
Security on October 28th and they will send an FSA report.  They were only able to gain 
access to one of four heat detectors in the attic.  There were no issues with fire alarms, 
CO detectors, and panic buttons.  The old custodial closet in the hallway had a heat 
detector, which is now gone, likely due to renovations. 
 



 

On November 15th, the fire and water alarms were going off which was likely due to brief 
power outage. 
 
Sueco will be servicing the furnace/oil burner for the season on November 19th. 
 
Almeida will be topping off the oil tanks soon. 
 
Schindler inspected the elevator on November 9th.  The telephone in the elevator dials 
the State Police directly, which makes sense as they can get there quickly.  The battery 
for the light in the elevator is out and will be replaced. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The email address on the Library’s page of the Town website had the incorrect email 
which has been changed. 
 
The staff is requesting a copy of the updated By-Laws. 
 
The Library will close at 1:00 p.m. on December 16th for the staff Holiday Party.  The 
Friends of the Somers Library have once again graciously offered to contribute some of  
the food. 
 
A staff meeting was held on November 4th and the agenda included: delivery, locking 
doors, vacation/sick days need to be submitted in order to effectively schedule 
coverage, resignation of Ms. Bolte, filling out the health log every day, and keeping the 
electronic board on during the day. 
 
The Library will be closed on November 11th for Veteran’s Day.  On Wednesday, 
November 25th the Library will close at 1:00 p.m. and reopen on Monday, November 
30th. 
 
The daily health questionnaire is being edited to reflect the new requirements on out of 
state travel. 
 
Curbside pick-up continues to be very popular and busy.  Patrons are grateful for this 
service.  Library visits, which need to be scheduled in advance are fairly slow. 
 
Mrs. DiSanto wanted the Trustees to be aware that other libraries in Westchester 
County are either starting to close down all of their services or only providing curbside 
services. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department has taken down the tent for the winter. 
 
The ceiling in the hallway is still not complete and there are wires hanging.  Mrs. 
Schirmer will follow up with Mr. Dammeyer. 
 
 



 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
December 16th at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 


