
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
October 21, 2020 

 
Acting President Parisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were Ian Carnow, Laura Parisi, and Christine Williamson-
Canavan. 
 
Somers Library staff member Tara Ferretti and Friends of the Somers Library Board 
members Nola Blair and JoAnne Galvin were also present. 
 
The meeting was held remotely via Zoom. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan and seconded by Mrs. Parisi to 
approve the September 16, 2020 monthly meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in 
favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no announcements and correspondences this evening. 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Galvin asked how the search for new Trustees is going.  Mr. Carnow noted that the 
Board has received letters of interest from about 12 people.  He and Mrs. Williamson-
Canavan will conduct interviews over the next couple of weeks. A former resident, 
currently living in Katonah, but who owns a business in Somers expressed interest in 
serving on the Board and was interviewed and approved by the Trustees. However, 
when the trustees submitted the candidate to the Town Board, they were informed that 
she could only be an honorary member with no voting rights due to her residency.  The 
Library Trustees requested an explanation as to why this candidate was disqualified, 
noting that there is nothing prohibiting a non-resident from serving on the board. The 
Town has still not provided any reference to a law or other statute that states a non-
resident cannot serve on the Board. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.   
 
Mr. Carnow made a motion to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #10, dated 
October 21,2020 in the amount of $75,865.91 which included voucher numbers 100685 
to 100708.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan.  All were in favor. 
 

The contractual amount spent this past month was $25,983.57.  The largest 
expenditures were: Sueco Fuel (new HVAC compressor) $11,175.00 (Baker and Taylor 



 

Books (library materials) $3,909.66; Almeida Oil (oil) $1,795.64.  Payroll and benefit 
charges were $49,623.79.  There was a Gift Fund expense of $285.55. Total Library 
spending for all accounts was $75,865.91. 
 

Director’s Report 
Mrs. Parisi read aloud the Director’s Report as Library Director Andrew Farber’s last day 
was on October 14th. 
 
STATISTICS: 
Patrons are now allowed into the Library by a scheduled appointment.  581 patrons 
visited the Library this month. 

 
Niche Academy was used 40 times in September.  Overdrive had 2,510 downloads and 
Hoopla had 386 items checked out.  RB Digital’s video streaming service loaned 232 
videos.  The Library circulated 3,132 items this month, and sent an additional 1,371 
items to other libraries.  There were 176 connections to the WiFi network. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
The Library is currently searching for two new Library Clerks.  These are part-time 
positions, at 17 hours a week.  Once these positions are filled and they are trained, the 
Library will use them to reopen for curbside pickup on Saturdays. 
 
BUILDING: 
Sueco has been awarded the contract for our HVAC maintenance.  They will be 
servicing the boilers on October 15th so they are ready for the winter. 
 
Almeida Oil was awarded the contract for oil delivery and the tanks have been topped 
off. 
 
Mr. Dammeyer is working with North County Electric to replace the damaged ceiling and 
lights in the hallway. 

 
The New York State Generator and Window grant application has been submitted to 
WLS, and they are recommending that the Somers Library be awarded the full amount.  
There should be an update between the spring and summer of 2021. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The Teen Book Buzz group will meet beginning October 6th at 4:00 pm, for teens in 
grades 7 and older.   

 
The Somers Library has been collaborating with the League of Women Voters of 
Westchester on the following programs: 
 

September 22nd - Voter Registration Drive 
 

October 7th - Virtual Presentation:  Prepare to Vote 2020 - Three Ways to Vote 
The program will begin at 6:30 p.m. and topics include: Absentee Ballot, Early 



 

Voting, and Election Day.  Participants will learn the steps to take and the 
important deadline dates to determine which way to vote is best for them. The 
League of Women Voters of Westchester is a nonpartisan organization whose 
purpose is to promote informed and active participation in government. The 
League neither supports nor opposes candidates or political parties. 

 
The Westchester Amateurs Astronomers program is back and will be held on 
October 21st with a rain/cloud date of October 22nd.  Vicki DiSanto is coordinating 
with the Recreation Department who will turn the lights off on Upper Reis for this 
7:30 p.m. program. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Staff Carryover Vacation Time – Mr. Carnow made a motion to carryover vacation 
time to 2021 for the following employees: Edith Felis, 15.21 days; Tara Ferretti, 15 days 
and Margaret Widman 20 days.  Mrs. Parisi seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Library Closed to Staff on Election Day – Mrs. Parisi made a motion to close the 
Library to the staff on November 3, 2020, Election Day.  Mrs. Williamson-Canavan 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Update to Bylaws – Mr. Carnow made a motion to amend the Bylaws as of October 
2020 to read that there are currently 5 members of the Library Board of Trustees but by 
virtue of a vote of the Trustees, there can be up to 9 Trustees.  Mrs. Parisi seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Resignation of Library Director – Effective October 14, 2020, Andrew Farber resigned 
his position of Library Director to become the Library Director of the Chappaqua Library. 
 
Mrs. Parisi said this is a huge loss.  Mr. Farber was an amazing Director and took on so 
many initiatives.  He was pleasant, knowledgeable and responsible.  Mr. Farber was 
ahead of the curve with regard to COVID and came up with a plan that was not only well 
thought out, but used as a template for the Town.  The Trustees had a very nice 
working relationship with him and he made their work so much easier.  Mr. Farber was 
definitely a good boss to work for. 
 
Mr. Carnow said Mr. Farber will be hard to replace. 
 
Mrs. Ferretti said he was such a great guy and was always encouraging, nurturing, 
responsible and always looked out for the staff. 
 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan wished Mr. Farber luck and hope that his new employer 
realizes how fantastic he is.  He was so professional and before his departure, Mr. 



 

Farber left great notes that were so helpful, gave the staff guidance, and wrapped things 
up as best he could.  He is even making himself available despite having a new job.  
Unfortunately, a proper send-off wasn’t given because of all that is going on, but Mr. 
Farber’s new job will be celebrated over the next month or so. 
 
Mrs. Williamson-Canavan made a motion to accept the resignation of Andrew Farber 
and wishes him the best in his new career and life.  She is very happy for him.  Mrs. 
Parisi seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Interim Responsibilities – Mr. Carnow was pleased to announce that Vicki DiSanto 
has agreed to take on additional responsibilities and to be the liaison to the Library 
Board of Trustees for an agreed upon monthly bonus until a permanent Library Director 
is hired.  Mrs. Williamson-Canavan made a motion to approve having Mrs. DiSanto take 
on these responsibilities and to be the liaison to the Library Board of Trustees at the 
agreed upon monthly bonus.  Mrs. Parisi seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
Mrs. Parisi’s resignation is effective at the conclusion of the meeting.  Everyone wished 
her well and she will be missed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
November 18th at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 


