
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             
      MEETING MINUTES 
      September 17, 2020 

 
Chairman Barnhart called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.   
 
The following members were in attendance:  Jan Antonucci, Michael Barnhart, 
Bob MacGregor, Gail Simpson, and Rosey Van Wart. 
 
The meeting was held remotely via Zoom. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mrs. Antonucci and seconded by Mrs. Simpson to 
approve the minutes of the July 16, 2020 meeting as submitted.  All were in 
favor. 
 
APPLICATIONS  
 
7-Eleven – 265 Route 202 
The Committee reviewed and discussed the site plan for 7-Eleven located at 265 
Route 202 and have three basic concerns besides the issue of its 24-7 operation, 
which is no doubt beyond the Committee’s jurisdiction.  

 
[a] The list of plantings, and it appears there will be an extensive number 
of these, is comprised of non-native species as far as one can make out. 
The Committee would like them to use NYS natives. So, for example, 
instead of planting ice dance sedge, plant Pennsylvania sedge. Plant 
white spruce instead of cypress. The DEC maintains a good list of suitable 
substitutes. https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/factnatives.pdf  
 
[b] It looks like they want to do extensive paving or re-paving. It would be 
preferable that they use permeable surfaces as at the Town House, 
especially as they haven't taken Joe Barbagallo up on his request that 
they upgrade the stormwater infrastrucure, which the Committee would 
very much support them having to do.  
 
[c] Though a bit outside our area, it doesn't seem that their traffic analysis 
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includes any study of current traffic volume on Route 202 in front of the 
property. It seems they’re getting close to capacity at commuting times, 
and turning in and out to reach the store is going to complicate an already 
congested roadway. The only history they looked at was number of 
collisions, but that tells you little about impact on travel. 

 
CVS – 77 and 81 Route 6 
The Committee reviewed and discussed the site plan for CVS located at 77 and 
81 Route 6.  There is much concern about their plans to bury the stream that cuts 
through parcel 4.20-1-10 in a culvert. Not only will that destroy any wetland 
functionality to the stream corridor but will have upstream effects on the adjoining 
channel as well.  There is much impervious surface and the stormwater 
infrastructure needs to be modified to make it more amphibian friendly, especially 
given the nearby stream habitats, dark-sky compatible lighting, and native 
plantings. The Committee urges the Planning Board to oppose this application on 
the basis of its wetland and stream impacts. 
 
REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Angle Fly Preserve Updates: 
The grant applied to for the installation of HVAC in the Reynolds House was 
awarded to the Town. 
 
A workday will be set up to put new cages around the Trees for Tribs trees. 
 
The yellow barn Eagle Scout project has been completed. 
 
Clean-up as a result of the damage from the recent storm has been completed.  
Most of the trails are now clear, with some walk arounds still existing.  The trails 
have been getting heavy use since COVID began. 
 
A work day will be scheduled for October. 
 
The garden was cleaned up for a Westchester Pollinator Pathway site visit event.  
Those attending were very impressed with the Preserve and said it was one of 
the nicest they have seen.  Everyone enjoyed themselves and good 
conversations were had. 
 
There have been reports of shots being fired on the Preserve behind Adams 
Farm Road.  Mr. Barnhart and Mr. MacGregor will walk the property in that area 
to see what they can find. 
 
Bow hunting for turkey and deer runs from October 1 through December 31.  
Hunting Coordinator Bob Mendoza reported that there are between 12 and 15 
new hunters in the program under the jurisdiction of the Parks and Recreation 
Department. 
 



 

 

Angle Fly Preserve Conservation Easement Modification Update – On 
August 31st, Supervisor Morrissey’s Confidential Executive Assistant Kim 
DeLucia reported that she was in touch with Bill Rudge, NYDEC’s Natural 
Resources Supervisor and he indicated that the map has to be modified, which 
they hope to complete shortly. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Hudsonia Ltd. Update – Mr. Barnhart continues to work on the questions that 
Hudsonia’s Gretchen Stevens has to update the biodiversity maps and she is 
moving forward on this project. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, October 15th 
in the Town House Map Room. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Open Space Committee 
 
 
cc:   Open Space Committee 
        Town Board 
       Town Clerk 
        Town Assessor  
        Planning Board 
        Parks and Recreation Board 
 Energy Environment Committee  
 


