
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
July 17, 2019 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Jim Hasl, Laura Parisi, and Christine 
Williamson-Canavan. 
 
Ann Westerman was absent. 
 
Supervisor Rick Morrissey, Councilman Tom Garrity and Friends of the Somers Library 
Board member Joanne Galvin was also present. 
 
Discussion with Rick Morrissey 
A discussion took place about the Town negotiating and finalizing an Inter-Municipal 
Agreement with the Library by September 1st. 
 
In addition, the Trustees requested financial reports from the Supervisor for the Fund 
Balance, Gift Fund and Operating Fund which were submitted this evening. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Williamson-Canavan and seconded by Mr. Carnow to 
approve the June 19, 2019 meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
The Trustees Institute fall calendar should be released soon and Mr. Hasl will ask if the 
Somers Library can host one of the programs. 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Galvin informed the Trustees that unfortunately the Friends of the Somers Library 
had to cut their funding to the Library by 15% as donations are down.  Additional public 
comment was covered under Discussion with Rick Morrissey. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #7, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mr. Hasl made a motion to approve the 
Abstract of Audited Vouchers #7, dated July 17, 2019 in the amount of $72,106.27, 
which included voucher numbers 96962 to 96986.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. 
Williamson-Canavan.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $16,272.11.  The largest 
expenditures were: Warshauer Mellusi Warshauer Architects (professional services) 



 

$5,003; Baker & Taylor Books (books) $2,868; and Integrated Maintenance Solutions 
(cleaning) $2,423.  Payroll and benefit charges were $55,834.16.  Total Library 
spending for all accounts was $72,106.27. 
 
$0 was spent out of the Gift Fund for programs and interest incurred of $4.63.  
 
On June 1, 2018, the Town of Somers transferred $300,000 from the Somers Library 
General Account at Chase Bank to a Town of Somers Finance Department Account at 
Signature Bank at an interest rate of 1.11%.  The Town of Somers then transferred the 
$300,000.00 in principal to NY Class in November for a 2.15% interest rated.  Then the 
Town of Somers transferred $600,000.00 to NY Class on May 13, 2019.  As of July 2, 
2019, the carry forward was $832,311.62 ($830,549.80 at NY Class and $1,761.82 at 
Signature) as per Carolyn Brush in the Finance Department.   
 
On January 3, 2019, the Town of Somers transferred $137,200.00 from the Somers 
Library Gift Fund Account at Chase Bank to a Town of Somers Finance Department 
Account/NY Class Readers Digest at a NY Class.  The total is $138,738.97. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
The Adult department had 1,107 reference transactions this month and hosted 31 
programs with a total attendance of 270 people.   

 
The Children’s department had 1,271 reference transactions this month and hosted 26 
programs with a total attendance of 1,378 people. 

 
The Library is currently waiting for statistics from the Westchester Library System 
(WLS), which have been delayed due to a virus outbreak. 

 
17,078 people visited the Library this month as counted by the door counter.  The 
program and conference rooms were used 21 times by outside groups.  
 
PERSONNEL: 
The staff have been attending sexual harassment training at the Westchester Library 
System headquarters to comply with State regulations. 
 
BUILDING: 
One of the air conditioning condensers for the main building has failed.  This unit is only 
8 years old, and the Town has been notified.  I am waiting for an estimated time on the 
repair. 

 
Chuck Dammeyer has started installing new blinds in the program room.  One set is the 
wrong type and will be replaced.  He is waiting for the other sets to arrive before he can 
finish the project. 

 



 

The program room still has leaks, and staff is monitoring the situation after rain storms. 
 

WLS has finished their planned network upgrades.  The Library has had its network 
speed increased to 100MBs.  They will be back in August to upgrade the WiFi network, 
and will be replacing the network equipment at that time. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Patron computers are expected to move to the VDI system by the end of the year. 

 
The New York Public Library System (NYPL) has recently dropped Kanapy due to low 
usage and high pricing.  There was a large NY Times article about it, and Kanapy has 
emailed all of the NYPL’s patrons urging them to fight the cancellation.  The Library 
system is currently subscribed to Kanapy and seeing much higher use than NYPL, and 
currently has no plans to drop the service. 

 
The Westchester Library System was hit with a virus on July 3rd, which took down 
multiple aspects of the computer system.  The Libraries are currently back online, but 
several issues remain. 

 
Due to the virus, 3 months of documents have been lost from the Somers share folder.  
The Library is investigating options for local storage backup solutions. 

 
The standalone catalog computers are currently offline due to the virus.  WLS is 
expected to come out and repair them shortly. 

 
Due to the virus LPT One, the printing software, is not functioning correctly.  Print jobs 
will need to be released by the librarians from the server behind the reference desk.  
There is no estimated time on when it will be fixed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Warshauer Mellusi Warshauer Architects Building Evaluations Update – Mr. 
Carnow hopes to give an update about the architects building evaluations in August.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Proposed 2020 Budget Planning Process – Mr. Farber, Mr. Hasl and Mrs. 
Westerman met to discuss preparing the proposed 2020 budget, which will be 
presented at the August meeting. 
 
Lion’s Club Meeting – Mrs. Williamson-Canavan spoke with the new President of the 
Lion’s Club who would like Library Director Andrew Farber to speak at one of their 
upcoming meetings.  Mr. Farber would be happy to do so. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  The Trustees will meet next on Wednesday, 
August 21st at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 



 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
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 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 


