
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 12, 2020 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Jim Hasl, Laura Parisi, and Ann Westerman. 
 
Christine Williamson-Canavan was absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mr. Carnow and seconded by Mrs. Westerman to approve the 
January 15, 2020 meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
The Westchester Library System has announced their first Trustee Institute offering in 
June. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #2, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #2, dated February 12, 2020 in the amount of 
$77,052.28, which included voucher numbers 98809 to 98841, and 98903 and 98904.  
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Parisi.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $18,299.24.  The largest 
expenditures were: Almeida Oil Co. (oil) $3,048.57; Baker & Taylor Books (books) 
$1,885.70; and WMW Architects (HVAC/building survey) $1,850.00.  Payroll and benefit 
charges were $51,753.04.  Total Library spending for all accounts was $77,052.28. 
 
The Gift Fund balance is $37,322.20.  Deposit of interest incurred was $4.74.  
$7,000.00 was returned to the Somers Library Foundation as the project was cancelled 
and is expected to be reflected on next month’s statement. 
 
On January 3, 2019, the Town of Somers transferred $137,200.00 from the Somers 
Library Gift Fund Account at Chase Bank to a Town of Somers Finance Department 
Account/NY Class Readers Digest at a NY Class.  The current total is $140,241.85 as 
per Carolyn Brush in the Finance Department. 
 



 

On June 1, 2018, the Town of Somers transferred $300,000.00 from the Somers Library 
General Account at Chase Bank to a Town of Somers Finance Department Account at 
Signature Bank at an interest rate of 1.11%.  The Town of Somers then transferred the 
$300,000.00 in principal to NY Class in November for a 2.15% interest rated.  Then the 
Town of Somers transferred $600,000.00 to NY Class on May 13, 2019.  On October 2, 
2019, the Town of Somers transferred $100,000.00 from NY Class to the Somers 
Library General Account to fund payroll and other expenses.  The Town of Somers 
transferred $400,000.00 from NY Class to the Somers Library General Account to fund 
payroll and other expenses on November 27, 2019.  Then the Town of Somers paid 
$70.00 to Worker’s Comp from the Signature account in January 2020.  The Town of 
Somers paid interfund reimbursements to the general fund for worker’s comp, Home 
Depot and Kencal Cleaning.  As of February 11, 2020, the carry forward was 
$338,906.73 ($337,896.38 at NY Class and $1,010.35 at Signature) as per Carolyn 
Brush in the Finance Department. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
The Adult department had 1,248 reference transactions this month and hosted 28 
programs with a total attendance of 273 people.   

 
The Children’s department had 283 reference transactions this month and hosted 28 
programs with a total attendance of 324 people. 
 
The Library circulated 11,405 items this month, had 2,115 uses of electronic resources, 
182 uses of the computers, 696 people connected to the WiFi, and the Niche Academy 
tutorials were used 11 times. 

  
13,125 people visited the Library in December.  The program and conference rooms 
were used 23 times by outside groups.  
 
PERSONNEL: 
All required positions needed to start the new, expanded hours have been filled. 

 
Brian Zamek has submitted his resignation from the Librarian 1 position as he has been 
offered a fulltime job at New York Public Library. 

 
A staff development day was held on January 22nd.  The Westchester Library System 
sent trainers to the Library to focus on changes to the online catalog. 
 
BUILDING: 
Just before the meeting this evening, Mr. Farber noticed that the staff bathroom was 
flooded and the water appeared to be coming from the base of the toilet.  Mr. 
Dammeyer has been notified and will check it first thing in the morning. 
 
 



 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
The Westchester Library System has submitted a new proposal for mitigating the 
potential cost increases due to Mount Vernon leaving their network. 

 
Vicki DiSanto is running a new program, Hand Sewing for children ages 8 and up. 

 
The Battle of the Books Committee will write into the rules that it “strongly recommends” 
that the team size be within the fire code for the battle rooms (e.g. if the battle is at 
Hommocks Middle School, the fire code allows for each team to have 16, therefore, 16 - 
1 (coach) = 15 max team members).  

 
Tara Ferretti has continued to update our reader’s advisory brochures. 
 

Completed: 
▪ Welcome to Somers Library Brochure 
▪ Staff Picks - Updated Hours 
▪ James Beard Awards  
▪ ALA Notable Books 
▪ NYT Notable Books 
▪ National Book Awards for Fiction 
▪ RITA Award for Romance 

 
To Be Completed: 

▪ PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction 
▪ Agatha Award 
▪ The Edgar Award 
▪ Nebula Award for Science Fiction & Fantasy 

 
Mr. Farber shared some Facebook comments regarding the announcement of the new, 
expanded hours.  The response was positive and the Board members were thrilled. 
 
There has been a situation with the art classes that are being offered at the Library.  In 
the past, those taking the classes were paying a materials fee, which should be used for 
materials only if charged.  In this case, materials fees were being used to pay the 
person running the program.  Recently a decision was made to offer less of these 
classes as the Friends of the Somers Library are not able to give as much as they used 
to for programs.  The instructor of the class was informed and had no issues.  A petition 
was submitted to Mr. Farber by the participants in these classes that they were upset 
over the fact that the classes were no longer being offered, which is not the case.  Mr. 
Farber was very surprised when he saw the petition.  He will speak to the participants at 
their next class on February 24th to get the issues straightened out.  The Library’s 
position is that all classes should be free for participants and that materials fees are an 
acceptable charge only if used exclusively for the purpose of purchasing materials for 
the class. 
 



 

Binge Boxes have been created for the patrons, which include a collection of DVDs, 
trivia questions about the DVD’s and popcorn.  All just loved this idea. 
 
There have been some issues with the reports that WLS generates for the Dusty Shelf 
items. 
 
Mrs. Ferretti is in the process of working on some new program offerings: Code Heroes, 
which is being funded by a grant, and Yoga for Kids. 
 
Both Mr. Farber and the Children Department’s printers need to be upgraded. 
 
There has been some controversy with libraries in Westchester sponsoring the Drag 
Queen Story Hour.  They have requested to offer this program at the Somers Library.  
The overall opinion of the Board was not to offer any type of program that has been 
controversial for other libraries.   
 
At the request of the County, the Library will be offering assistance for completing the 
census surveys.  Equipment and training for staff will be provided.  This will have very 
little impact on the staff. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Carry-Over Vacation Time – A special Board meeting was held on December 28th with 
only one item on the agenda, the approval of Edith Felis and Margaret Widman’s carry 
over vacation time. 
 
Absentee Policy – A motion was made by Mrs. Westerman and seconded by Mrs. 
Parisi to adopt the updated (new phone numbers had to be added) Absentee Policy.  All 
were in favor.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  The Trustees will meet next on Wednesday, 
March 18th at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
 


