
 

Somers Library Board of Trustees 
PO Box 443 

Somers, New York 10589 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 15, 2020 

 
President Hasl called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.  
 
The members present were: Ian Carnow, Jim Hasl, Laura Parisi, and Ann Westerman. 
 
Christine Williamson-Canavan was absent. 
 
Library Director Andrew Farber and Friends of the Somers Library Board member Nola 
Blair were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mrs. Westerman and seconded by Mrs. Parisi to approve the 
December 18, 2019 meeting minutes as submitted.  All were in favor. 
 
Announcements and Correspondences 
There were no announcements or correspondences. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Copies of the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #1, 
and Somers Library Vouchers were distributed.  Mrs. Westerman made a motion to 
approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #1, dated January 15, 2020 in the amount of 
$69,415.31, which included voucher numbers 98603 to 98627.  The motion was 
seconded by Mrs. Parisi.  All were in favor. 
 
The contractual amount spent this past month was $19,946.54.  The largest 
expenditures were: WT Cox (magazine subscriptions) $3,797; Baker & Taylor Books 
(books) $3,725; and Midwest Tape (library materials) $2,975.  Payroll and benefit 
charges were $49,468.77.  Total Library spending for all accounts was $69,415.31. 
 
The Gift Fund balance is $37,317.46.  Deposit of interest incurred was $4.74. 
 
On January 3, 2019, the Town of Somers transferred $137,200.00 from the Somers 
Library Gift Fund Account at Chase Bank to a Town of Somers Finance Department 
Account/NY Class Readers Digest at a NY Class.  The current total is $140,061.90 as 
per Carolyn Brush in the Finance Department. 
 

On June 1, 2018, the Town of Somers transferred $300,000.00 from the Somers Library 
General Account at Chase Bank to a Town of Somers Finance Department Account at 



 

Signature Bank at an interest rate of 1.11%.  The Town of Somers then transferred the 
$300,000.00 in principal to NY Class in November for a 2.15% interest rated.  Then the 
Town of Somers transferred $600,000.00 to NY Class on May 13, 2019.  On October 2, 
2019, the Town of Somers transferred $100,000.00 from NY Class to the Somers 
Library General Account to fund payroll and other expenses.  The Town of Somers 
transferred $400,000.00 from NY Class to the Somers Library General Account to fund 
payroll and other expenses on November 27, 2019.  Then the Town of Somers paid 
$70.00 to Worker’s Comp from the Signature account in January 2020.  As of January 
14, 2020, the carry forward was $339,057.19 ($337,462.79 at NY Class and $1,594.20 
at Signature) as per Carolyn Brush in the Finance Department. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
STATISTICS: 
The Adult department had 1,056 reference transactions this month and hosted 27 
programs with a total attendance of 424 people.   

 
The Children’s department had 283 reference transactions this month and hosted 28 
programs with a total attendance of 324 people. 

 
The Library circulated 9,187 items this month, had 1,838 uses of electronic resources, 
206 uses of the computers, 536 people connected to the WiFi, and the Niche Academy 
tutorials were used 31 times. 

  
10,877 people visited the Library in December.  The program and conference rooms 
were used 19 times by outside groups.  
 
PERSONNEL: 
The staffing needed to expand the Library hours has been secured.  The additional 
hours will begin in early February.  As a result of this change, the Library will have to 
close on three Sundays.  A motion was made by Mrs. Westerman and seconded by 
Mrs. Parisi to close the Library on Sundays, July 12th – Softball Tournament; September 
27th – Tag Sale; and October 3rd – Soccerfest.  All were in favor. 
 
A staff development day will take place on January 21st.  WLS will provide training on 
new changes to the ILS system, as well as the new public computers scheduled to be 
installed at the beginning of 2020. 
 
BUILDING: 
Cross County Locksmith repaired the front door hinge. 

 
Thankfully the HVAC system is operating without any issues.  Sueco was able to 
resolve all of the current problems. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
The computer system continued to be a major issue in December.  Several bugs have 



 

been discovered that are directly affecting the statistics: 
 

1. Items checked out by family members or volunteers are not being counted 
towards circulation if the person listed on the hold is not the person 
checking out the book.  Staff will need to identify the proper persons 
account in order for the circulation to be added to our statistics.  This is a 
very common occurrence at the Library, and families often want to get all 
of their family member’s items at the same time and on the same card. 
 

2. Book club check outs are not being counted towards the statistics.  This 
relates to the above issue. 

 
3. It has been discovered that the same search in different tabs on the 

reference/clerical computers will produce different results.  One tab may 
claim that the Library does not own an item and the other will produce 
correct results.  This is also happening on the OPAC patrons use from 
home. 

 
There have been some proposed changes to WLS’s financial model which will impact 
the Library.  WLS is in the process of negotiating their network connection rate resulting 
in at least one Library member opting out.  The early termination fees are being 
absorbed by all the remaining Library members for 18 months.  Mr. Farber strongly 
suggests that the Board of Trustees reach out to their WLS representative to share their 
thoughts and concerns. 

 
The Library is hosting an all ages family Super Bowl event on January 25th. 

 
The donations drive for the Somers Library Foundation book sale has started.  
Collections of barely used books begins on January 6.  Donation slips have been issued 
to the Foundation for those that request them.  All books being donated can be dropped 
off at the Somers Library by placing them inside, in the corridor, by the program room.  
Hardcover books and trade (paperback) books are being accepted, but no regular 
paperbacks.  Volunteers are in need to assist with all stages of the book sale, from book 
collection and transport, to book sorting, to staffing for the book sale weekend. 
 
The same gentleman who FOILED the Library about the program use has done so 
again. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  The Trustees will meet next on Wednesday, 
February 19th at 7:30 p.m. in the Library. 



 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Library Board of Trustees 
 
cc: Library Board of Trustees 
 Town Board 
 Town Clerk 
 Director of Finance 
  
 


