
What is the process for extending the County’s Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District? 

The Town has support from the County administration to expand the Peekskill Sewer District to include Somers. Formal 
expansion of the District requires a vote by the Board of Legislators, anticipated for early 2020. 

Where is the Map, Plan, and Report available? 

The Map, Plan, and Report is available on the Town website: https://www.somersny.com/news/somers-sewer-district-no-2-
lake-shenorock-and-lake-lincolndale 

What is the average market value of properties in the District? 

The average market value is $323,614 based on current information available from the Town Assssor’s office. 

Do estimated annual costs for Phase 1 increase with future phases? 

As described in the Map, Plan, and Report, the average market value property in Phase 1 is estimated to incur an average 
annual cost of $585 when only Phase 1 has been completed. Once sewers are extended beyond Phase 1 and debt is incurred, 
the financing cost is shared across all parcels within the District. When this occurs, Phase 1 average annual costs would likely 
increase. However, note that as properties are connected, the estimated O&M cost per parcel will decrease. The actual 
amount of the increase would vary depending on the size of the future phase, grant funding available, and debt incurred. In 
all cases, the average annual cost for the average market value property is limited to $1,200 per the Map, Plan, and Report. 

Note that all estimated annual costs described are for the average market value property, and will vary based on individual 
property market value. Actual estimated annual costs per parcel are listed in the Map, Plan, and Report. Over time, as property 
values increase and O&M costs increase due to inflation, the average annual cost may increase as well.  

Would the Town consider forming an advisory committee of residents to engage during the design process? 

We welcome input and involvement of the community, including through the ongoing Somers Lake Sustainability Program 
Committee. Formation of a specific advisory committee would be at the discretion of the Town Board. 

Will easements be considered to enable properties to connect more cost-effectively? 

The Town is in favor of identifying and establishing these types of easements where feasible to reduce overall project cost 
and increase the number of properties connected. Individual circumstances will be evaluated, and the Town will work with 
those property owners during detailed design. 

How are power outages handled for properties with grinder pumps? 

WCDOH requires 24 hours of storage at peak design flow for each grinder pump. Under a power outage, wastewater 
generation is typically less than the peak design flow, so this storage should cover the majority of power outages. For extended 
duration of outages, the grinder pump electrical panel includes a generator receptacle to enable private portable generators 
to be connected.  

Can properties planned for grinder pumps connect to larger, shared pump stations to eliminate individual grinder 
pumps? 

The additional infrastructure requirements for shared connections (larger pump stations, parallel piping, emergency power, 
etc.) typically result in higher cost. Specific instances will be reviewed during detailed design. 

 

What size are the grinder pumps and how are they located on the property? 

Grinder pump are installed in approximately 40-inch diameter chambers installed below grade with a 30-inch access lid at the 
surface. The pump is connected to the wastewater pipe leaving the house. Wastewater is then pumped to the main in the 



street through a 1.25-inch diameter pipe. Location of the piping and grinder pump is determined during detailed design and 
will include coordination with individual property owners to determine the most feasible location.  

What are the electricity requirements for a grinder pump? 

Homeowners will be responsible for paying for the electrical costs to run the grinder pumps. Typical electrical costs for running 
the pump are estimated at approximately $2 per month. 

Why can’t the rest of the lake communities be connected in a single, larger project? 

The balance of the collection system is proposed to be constructed in multiple future phases to align with grant funding 
opportunities. These funding applications run on a yearly cycle and typically want to see continued progress toward completion 
of a larger goal. Phase 1 will utilize East of Hudson funds allocated to the Town of Somers from NYCDEP, along with any 
funds obtained from the current application process for Water Infrastructure Improvement Act (WIIA) funds. Next year, the 
Town intends to apply again for WIIA, as well as other funding sources that may be available. In addition, once the NYCDEP 
funds are expended, the Town and County intend to request additional funding for future sanitary sewer extension from 
NYCDEP. 

How is the District formed? 

The District would be formed at the conclusion of the public hearings by resolution of the Town Board. 

Can existing gray water systems remain in place? 

Once sanitary sewers are available for District customers, all household wastewater, including gray water, shall be sent to the 
sanitary sewer system. Existing septic systems will be abandoned in place once the connection to sanitary sewers is made. 

Can individual property owners make the connection to the sewer system on their own? 

Project costs currently include connection for each property from the main in the street to the vicinity of the existing septic 
tank. If an individual property owners wishes to make this connection in lieu of the contractor hired by the Town, they can do 
so, provided the connection is made in accordance with the Town specifications and subject to inspection by the Town. There 
is no mechanism to reimburse property owners for this cost. 

How are sewer fees assessed? 

Annual District costs are a combination of County fees (for the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer System O&M and surcharge) and 
local district fees (for operation and maintenance of the Town District as well as financing costs). These costs are paid through 
the regular tax bill. Financing costs and County costs are assessed on an ad valorem basis. Town O&M costs are assessed 
on a benefit basis. 


